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mluullmi: l-ll‘,il sy llnuf uufl wiuf[ﬁ:‘ n[uu_i: fu:ufw&q.
ll"""l_'lb" s U.flnaj:[lb mmlig‘ L‘[rl”n'lnl. uunl_['b llrlll‘l‘
abup wf pp Sunghl. bppnpy mnqpl  puy’ whee-
uuu:l.['ngp'limz . TR ivuul'wlu! ll’ullu[' wny JI'E
Mr. A. L. Temple,
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear sir:

I have your letter of August 21. Allow me to
say in reply that. ...

Vudwlyp fipfugliby b bup wnwudpl imng p fp
dpwyy puqupwdwmpl fulnedp ybmpg & npach
ulmm&mlf 3&.:::[ lrE 3 ".n.ll.mluulluﬂo bw‘fu:q’lliluu. [

Yours truly,
bordt Yours respectfully,

Resplb hurd wlyonsts besilenlfilipne §usilusp -

Yours very truly.
fyusst Yours sincerely,

Pushnedp wybinp § ulup qpfumgfpods
Emlfm&[ﬂl &m,nn_’uullan‘[uj‘E wkup 3 LIS [ﬁ:z-
“lt” .

Accept my congratulation upon your graduation;

and believe me
: Yours sincerely,

H. Johnson.
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”'mllrl_[','Zblr"fa 4bmhlnuL l”rfmunu.l”:b[na ‘f[n‘yb
bp gopduidac bl

Mr. (Mister), Esq. (Esquire), Messrs. (Messieurs), Mrs.
(Mistress), Dr. (Doctor). Oppliwl ,

Messrs. Johnson and Martin,
New York City.

Gentlemen:
Please send me............ e

Dr. F. H. Peabody,
Boston, Mass.

Dear sir:

Esq. Swhqppp Mrfp by hplny gnpdewdnch -
nephy delppp jgnpdwdnchp, oppll .

W. H. Hart, Esq.

Quybipbufs ofbP dptgle ofbpflpu uadnpneffel
bp, o malpme pls b Phepppny b dvnandp Yadlyornp SE9,
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whlaphp b unyl fuly wg by snwyyncfFpel k. fou-
bk ng wy winmgng b Sendbunnc F-peiip hp of ppusenpk,
L pupglhpp yupgoq wid £

bp‘;‘ nrmﬁln,/ul. q.lrb'u [-l) lllllm![l’l m’uu_fl[lil 14 77
(u[rl'bl_ll» mb‘w&wifa wt""’l“b Eiul.nl.’lﬁl_[' In_qb‘ln{’c
E np hphws phly «+ GRE gpbu ng Lwbppd wld-
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ARMENO-AMERICAN
Letter Writer

LETTERS OF FRIENDSHIP

A Useful Proposition.
Dear Aram:

It is my ambition to remain a true Armenian
and yet to become a good citizen of the United
States. I love our language with the warm heart
of an Armenian, and I like to learn English for
its own sake and as my first duty of citizenship.

I shall henceforth write to you in English and
I want you to answer me in the same language.
It will be good practice for both of us.

You have learned it in regular schools, and I
have learned it in the school of life, picking up
a little in factories, a little in the evening schools,
and a little in churches.

English is a source of power and a means of
success. Being a workingman I lack facilities
for improving my knowledge of it and gaining a
command of good style; but I have decided to
welcome any opportunity which may help me
to attain my desired object.

Therefore my correspondence with you will
be not only a great pleasure to me but also a
means of self-education.

Let this letter be the first attempt of

Yours truly,
Diran Hovseplan
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Breaking a Long Silence.

Worcester, Mass., Oct. 5, 1913.
Dear Zaven:

I have not written to you for three whole years.
You remember that when I first came to America
I wrote you oftener, and lengthy letters. The
novelty of the new world supplied me with un-
limited material, and I had a strong desire to
communicate to you all the things which attracted
my attention in this continent—altogether differ-
ent from our own. But life is full of deep dis-
tress, which must be faced by most of the for-
eigners who subject themselves to the vicissitudes
of fortune to earn a livelihood, or to satisfy their
adventurous instincts, or to find freedom to pur-
sue their cherished ideals. Have you read the El-
dorado of Edgar Allen Poe, a pretty poem in
which a gallant knight is described as growing old
in search of a land of fabulous wealth?

Many knights, searchers for moral or material
wealth, come to this country, and fall into a
currént; some are lost, and others who survive
their difficulties feel the shadow of old age in
their hearts.

For three years such a current carried me,
throwing me from one city to another, from one
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factory to another, from idleness to the disap-
pointments of underpaid drudgery. I was almost
lost; I had neither heart nor peaceful mind to
write. If I am not mistaken I answered your
last letter by a card, expressing my hope of
writing a long letter soon. But now I realize
that three years have elapsed since that time.
When I wrote that card I had already fallen into
that unsettled life, but I had hopes for better
days, which have not dawned until now.

I do not feel equal to going into details. I have
so many things to say that I do not know how
to begin or how to end. For the last two days
I have been trying to concentrate my mind upon
my three years’ life in order to tell you of it,
but I cannot find my way through. I am confi-

dent that my mind will take its normal course
and, by the time I receive the answer to this
letter, I shall be able to write about all my past
experiences. I write this letter just to tell you
that I have not forgotten you, the memory of
the good old days has not gone, and that I want
to put away from me these bitter feelings of
hardship and enjoy the sweet memory of our
boyhood.

At present let me inform you that I have been
working for the last two weeks as a bookkeeper
" in the office of a great iron foundry. They like
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my work and I hope I shall get better pay very
soon. I shall continue attending evening schools
to learn mechanical engineering.

Write me a long letter; I am sure that your
mind is brighter and more capable of writing all
that you have done in these last three years. How
are you now? and what are you doing? Write
every detail; I can assure you that I shall read
with great pleasure details that may seem most
insignificant to you. I myself promise to write
a very long letter. It seems to me that I shall
not be able to write any description until I hear
from you.

I am so hungry for home news that I shall
relish even gossip. Write soon to

Yours truly,
Setrak Michaelian.

The Answer.

Nov. 10, 1913.
My dear Setrak:

Your letter of October 5th was a pleasant sur-
prise both to me and to all our family. We had
talked about you frequently and wondered that
we did not hear from you. I had even kept your
last card; after receiving your letter I found it,
bearing neither date nor address. It was evi-
dent from the post office stamp that it was sent -
from Boston. Many times, after long waiting
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and failing to obtain the letter alluded to, I
wanted to write you, but I had no address. I
could not use the old one, because you had writ-
ten that you were about to leave Boston.

Although you were silent for so long I never
lost my hope of hearing from you. I knew that
you were struggling under unfavorable circum-
stances in the new world, and I was confident
that you would not lose your vigor and your
courage, and that in the end you would secure
a position which would enable you to pursue
your ideals. The more you delayed writing
the more certain I was of the intensity of the
struggle.

Yesterday when I received your letter my joy
was great, and I was so impatient to impart the
news to the folks that I ran home quickly. We
celebrated the day with delight. Had your peo-
ple been in the city without doubt we would have
had a dinner party.

About a year ago your father was in the city.
He spent a couple of days with us. Most of the
time we talked about you. He did not know your
address himself, because you had informed him
by cards that you had no permanent address.
Doubtless by this time you must have written to
him as well. If I know of any one going to the
country I will send the news by him.

Although your letter was a surprise and it gave
us joy, it was not long enough to satisfy us. I
read it and reread. It does not take more than a
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minute or two. Now I hasten to write this letter
to enjoy the pleasure of writing to you, of which
I was deprived for so long, and to obtain from
you that promised answer as quickly as possible.

I appreciate your writing right after finding
permanent work. You know how glad we all
are to hear of your success. I thank you for the
joy you gave us. But Father and Mother join
me in complaining that you failed to communi-
cate with us about your hard condition. I know
that we could not help you, but our words of
sympathy and love might have given you some
comfort in your discouraging circumstances. I
am aware that there are times when a fellow
does not feel disposed to listen to powerless
words; nevertheless, you ought to keep us well
informed about your condition.

Now, of course, you expect some news from
me. I don’t know what to say. I am sure that you
read the papers in regard to our political situa-
tion. Financial conditions are rather going back-
ward. But, thanks to hard work, Father and I
keep the family alive. I am continuing my pre-.
vious work. If the family did not depend upon
me I would like to try my fortune in the Yankee
World myself, but there is no use of talking
about that. The city is in the same condition.
A house is seldom built.

Two years ago a big fire destroyed the down-
town market: until four months ago part of the
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ruins were left abandoned because the owners
could not have them rebuilt. Some of them sold
the ground to those who could afford to build
new stores; but the new ones have hardly any
advantage over the old. The street there was

broadened a little. The schools are the same as
éver. The new director is an able man, liked by
people in general. Last year there was consid-
erable discord among the teachers. The reason
was again Mr. M., who can’t agree with anybody.
This year he is in a different profession and the
school is in peace. In celebration of New Year
a drama was played by the school boys in the
school building, which was fairly successful.
Our Setrak was among the actors. He played
the role of a prodigal son very well. Although
he was prodigal in his role, he is good in school
and at home. The bright son of Melkonentz is
his strong competitor, who often snatches the
first place from him. Generally the two are
equal in the class. In the play Melkonian success-
fully represented the part of an old merchant.
There are only six of our classmates in the
city: Hagopian is a teacher, Husnian helps his
father, Sarkis is bookkeeper in the firm of
Mateosian, and the Vautzian brothers have
opened a hardware store and are doing pretty
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well. Among these only Husnian is married,
almost a year and a half now. You knew his
love affair. His father opposed the marriage for
a long time, but finally yielded. The couple are
now the parents of a boy of nearly seven months.
The relations of the two families are agreeable
at present.

Little Souren began to go to school this year.
If we had a kindergarten we would have sent him
last year. Now he knows the alphabet.

Let me tell you now how we spent last even-
ing at home. Mother prepared for supper the
dishes which you like. My sister, Nevart, framed
your picture with pink ribbons, as if it were your
birthday celebration. Setrak has learned to play
on the violin, and after supper he played the
songs which you like best. I don’t know whether
Souren can really recollect you, because he was
only two and a half years old when you left.
But he knows your picture and gives your name
when it is asked for.

‘With best wishes from us all, I am,

Yours as ever,




30 Urgrryuiie vUUruylvk

nrblh Jp SupmenrnippLGlbrp

”[.['L‘Llr Unnrlu.;‘l_,
[/ Y] uu’[nu“ "E [ulblr ll:l'b,r[nl[uy qE ll.uﬁuu_[nf
L ubbublwlpy i wuyppd Spuly Swhold b pusphklfjuidu
9-,,["}:.,;[.7; Lbun s ﬁuul}:nlnl_ul_F'buﬁo w4mq.[ﬂ: Vb
'L""p["j‘t'bl't,‘ [ mmﬁzmb‘g’:bll“fl bm,e , b‘lrll wyss
ne fbu wmojup U'J'l‘ guedwmpp spmdckp I[ﬂaz_ll. puly
fumpdeps Un wydd Sppgnpp fp fSwpl @' abb-
bulpa Jupdep b Bl Swympwlp dwfupbpp: Ruyg
ewbp hp mbulkd br oluullwﬁ wmwup Fudbpne Suwlip
bupp g wgbpe § b dfypm hp o fpufpfFupl g o,
PLIE ) b fuid £ES zwlxmp‘uulfm[r dp i ndng
~uylpuwl Sng 3Lp plbp . wyujep dupypl foeqal,
St fud Sheu Slnyd gopd dp hp gk, wlyne yin
faly b pogeanms it gupinf g - pongg e
npafSbuml whgnpdhbpncl bbpk b s & q.nl:&mluu’:"i
Lbpu dinbby ne gapdp b gopdaqlbpp g pmby s




ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 31

Impressions of a Newcomer.

86 Arlington St.,
E. Watertown, Mass.

Sept. 20, 1911.
Dear Samuel:

Here I have been in America for a whole
month and living as roommate with my only
friend and acquaintance, Krikor. When I ar-
rived here—after a hard journey and much
fatigue—I had in my pocket only $3.50, a sum
which is not sufficient for even a week’s board,
without counting the rent of a room. At present
Krikor is paying both my room rent and my
expenses at the restaurant. But as I see his daily
ten hours’ hard work and the meagerness of his
savings I cannot help feeling badly. ' He has his
own dear ones dependent upon him, and now I
have come to be a new burden to him. He is
very kind and always comforts me by express-
ing hope that I shall find work soon. But I am
in constant anxiety. I would not care if he were
rich, or a man obtaining high wages. So many
men come to this country and find work in some
way or other. I should not be an exception. But
I am afraid that by the time I find work my debts
will have increased so much that Krikor will be
embarassed in not being able to help his parents.

They tell me that the work is very hard. I
have no idea of it, because it is not allowed us,
the idle, to go into the factory and see the work.
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But I can get some idea of the hardness of the
work by looking at the faces of my poor country-
men. Almost all of them are pale and thin.
Perhaps you remember Hagop, the apprentice
of a jeweler. I had no personal acquaintance

with him, but his face was familiar to me. What
a nice looking young fellow he was! He is en-
tirely changed now. Such faces make me sad
and feel like crying.

‘When I was at home I wished so much to be
in America. Even during the journey I longed
for a quick arrival. But this condition of lack
of work is worse than seasickness and the fa-
tigue of the journey. I was eager for the land of
liberty, and now I fail to see freedom. If you
are without work, you may wander aimlessly in
the streets. You will see hundreds of faces,
stern or cheerful, but always indifferent toward
you, and among the great multitude you will feel
lonely and sad. Some vague feeling of home-
sickness creeps into your heart, making you
" weary, and you walk like a somnambulist. If you
get work, the hours are so long that you must
say good-bye to the daylight and sunny sky.
‘What pleasant walks we used to take out of town
when the day’s work was done!

The only freedom for foreigners like ourselves
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is drudgery in a factory, and now I cannot get
even that. I am ready to swallow my pride and
sweep the floor; but I am not allowed to enjoy
that privilege (?) I do not know the language
and cannot express myself. Every morning with
many others I loiter before the gates of the fac-
tory. Sometimes we wait for hours and no one
looks at us. Sometimes the boss comes and picks
out one or two men. What happiness for the
chosen ones! And the rest of us turn away dis-
appointed.

I don’t know how long this state of affairs will
last. I feel very much discouraged.as I think
that I am a burden to someone else. I am sorry
for writing a letter that is so tiresome and so
lacking in words of joy. But let us hope for
better days.

Yours truly,

The Letter of a Man Without Work.

Feb. 1, 1914.
Dear —————:
The days go by, one week succeeds another and
I already count six months in this strange land.
I am lonely among millions of people and live
without comfort. No work and no hope of a
living. I have learned the language a little, and
now I can, right or wrong, express myself. Hard
life has 'made me bold and smart; I go to dif-
ferent places to apply for work, but in vain,
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Don’t laugh at me if I tell you that I succeed in
finding some work when it snows. I tlear the
sidewalks of snow and get twenty cents an hour!
Unfortunately it doesn’t snow every day. What
a contrast between extreme poverty and extreme
wealth in this country! When I walk in the
streets of the city I see enormous buildings that
stand with pride, their roofs high in the sky as if
they would touch the clouds. Mechanically I be-
gin to count the stories: one, two, three, four,
five, six: and before I reach the tenth I confuse
the windows. I begin to count again and I go
as far as fourteen and sixteen. Constructions of
ten stories are common. Other cities have
buildings twice as high.

One day while walking aimlessly in one of the
suburbs, I went to the top of a nearby hill, from
which, for the first time I saw the horizon far
and wide. The city and its suburbs were before
me in their broad expanse. I eagerly gazed at
the monuments of human labor which lay si-
lently outspread. I could see countless chimneys
pointing their tops to the sky and puffing up vol-
umes of black smoke, piles of clouds which
gradually dissolved and disappeared in space. A

hazy atmosphere covered the whole city. It was
a sign that the fire of civilization was burning
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in the city, turning machines, while thousands of
hands in unison with the machines were habitu-
ally moving and producing. But in all these
activities there was neither room nor a share for
me. I gazed at this view for hours. I tried to
think, but could not. It seemed to me I was liv-
ing in a dream. That day my discouragement
was greater. I returned with a bitterness which
I cannot describe. On my way I saw men pass-
ing fast in automobiles; I felt myself reduced
to such insignificance that I thought I was a
useless existence crawling around.

I am afraid my letter is full of selfishness. In-
stead of giving you information I have described
my difficulties. Pardon me. My heart was full
of things which I had kept to myself. Now,
in writing them to you, I feel relieved. Write
me oftener. Your letters comfort me in my
loneliness.

Yours as ever,

Impressions of a Newcomer.

164 W. 90th St.,
New York City, U. S. A.
Nov. 21, 1911,
Dear ————:

Of course you are expecting some information
about America. In my previous letter I promised
to write, and now I will tell you what I have
observed in these three months.
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I am more fortunate than a great many others
in having a brother here who has his own inde- -
pendent work, and therefore I did not have to
face the hard problem of finding a job. My
brother did not want me to shut myself up in
the store at once, and allowed me to look around
and study my new surroundings. Consequently
I spent my time in going to .the library and to
the theaters, in visiting museums, etc.

The people of New York are the most extraor-
dinary mixture in the world. They are smart,
- lively, studious, strenuous, and hustling. When
I was at home we used to call America the anti-
pode of Turkey from a geographical point of
view; now, in the same sense, I must call Turkey
the antipode. But what a contrast between the
two antipodes! There everything goes slowly, in
accordance with the Turkish motto of Yavash
vavash. But here everything goes very fast,
in compliance with the American slogan of
Hurry up.

It is worth while seeing how people, men and
women, old and young, hurry and even run. The
means of transportation are adjusted to the de-
mand of haste: electric cars, trains, automobiles,
ete., run full of people. The elevated trains run
constantly, with awful noise, above the streets,
in subways, in the tunnel under the Hudson
River, and yet people always run to catch the
first car or the first train. But what wonderful
order in this hurly-burly! It is surprising that
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hundreds of people are not trampled every day
under the feet of the travelling crowd or smashed
under the wheels of the cars. Beside the trains
in the tunnel under the Hudson—which, being so
near the ocean, is very wide—steamships or ferry-
boats cross the water all the time. Everywhere
both in the tunnel and above the water passen-
gers are crowded. On the other side, over the
East River, four huge suspension bridges join
Brooklyn with New York. Electric trains, cars,
automobiles, etc., always full of people, cross
these bridges in both directions, and ferryboats
are likewise in activity. Where do these people
come from and where do they go? Especially
in the morning and in the evening, when peo-
ple go to or come from work, the rush -is
indescribable.

We are taught that those who hurry do not
arrive quickly, but we never arrive by our slow-
ness, while the American is taught to hurry, and
he arrives quickly. The American has not been
satisfied by saying, “Hurry up;” he has found the
secrets of quick arriving, and he uses them safely.

Now, you will ask me, Who is the American?
Is he the Yankee? The Englishman? The Jew?

The German? The Irishman? Or the Italian?
The question is not so simple. If we examine
the respective numbers of the different elements
composing the population of the city of New
York we shall find interesting figures. It is not
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possible to ascertain what proportion of nearly
five million inhabitants of New York are descend-
ants of the Revolutionary generation, which pro-
portion should be considered the real Americans.
There are about one million Jews, two hundred
thousand Spaniards, and perhaps as many Italian
and French people, the rest are Irish, English,
Germans, Scandinavians, Russians, Poles, Syri-
ans, and even several thousand Chinese (who
cannot be Americans), a considerable number of
negroes, etc. The number of Armenians is very
small compared with other elements and yet
there are at least five thousand of them.

Of all these elements Americans are those who
are citizens; especially those citizens who were
born in this country. In theory, at least, the Jew,
Italian, German, Armenian, etc., who is born on
the soil of the United States is equally an Ameri-
can with the descendants of the Revolutionary
generation: but the latter preserve for them-
selves a just pride and represent, if not the ruling,
at least the leading element.

At any rate, the Puritans who resisted English
rule and the Dutch who first inhabited New York
were assimilated into Americanism. These
started a new life in this new world to which all
newcomers have adapted themselves. Therefore,
Americanism is a matter of adaptation, rather
than a question of blood. By the word Ameri-
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cans we cannot conceive of a nation of a single
race or tribe, as we do by the words Greek,
Bulgarian, Armenian, etc.

The stream of emigrants that pours into the
new world harmonizes itself wonderfully with
prevailing conditions; and the political principles
of the country and its power of civilization adopt
them into Americanism. Naturally the new-
comers are in unfavorable conditions, but their
children enjoy the advantages of the native.

I do not want to stop here to analyze the class
struggle, which is the same in its essence as in
other countries; but I want to point out that a
people, employers and employees, in spite of the
extraordinary mixture, have adopted the lan-
guage of the first emigrants and have produced
wonders which hardly can be seen in other
countries. Great wonderworks are accomplished
by the administrative power and tact of the em-
ployers, and by the skill and quick-working
hands of the laborers. The employers have put
to work the brains and the hands of different
classes of working people and one cannot help
admiring the result.

The City of New York, being s1tuated between

two rivers, the East and the Hudson Rivers, and
being bounded on another side by the Atlantic
Ocean, has only one direction in which to grow,
and it extends for miles in that one direction:
and yet its area is too small for its greatness. And
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because there is no room on the ground men
have decided to conquer the heavens. The build-
ings, especially commercial buildings and hotels,
rise into the firmament fifteen, twenty, thirty
stories. One can hardly count them. Most of
the high buildings have giganitc greatness but
"not art. Everywhere you see huge walls covered
with windows, and if you look down from the
top windows the human multitude below will
give the impression of swarming ants. A ten
story building appears a dwarf in the presence
of twenty or more story buildings, and for this
very reason the general panorama of New York
looks very confused and unharmonious.

A thorough cleanliness prevails in those big
buildings. The basements, floors, staircases, and
walls are either of marble or of tile. To climb
up the flights for business would be very tiresome
and a waste of time. The staircases are made
for decoration rather than for use. The elevators
run day and night and, in a minute, they can take
you to the top.

Masterpieces of art are not wanting. The
Public Library, the theaters, railroad stations,
and museums are splendid specimens of archi-
tecture.
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It is in such a world that I begin a new life.
Shall I be able to secure ground in this orderly
Babylon? I don’t know. But I will try. Here
is a long letter for you. It is not possible to
describe everything. I may write in the future
some new details and give further information.
‘Write oftener and long letters to

Your friend as ever,

The Answer.

Showing a Desire to Come to America.

Dear ———— —:

I was looking impatiently for a letter from you.
But it came at last and gave me great pleasure.
I read it almost in a breath, and reread it several
times. It stimulated me greatly, and filled my
mind with many thoughts. I can no longer re-
strain myself. I must tell you what I think and
feel.

Is it worth while to stay in this dreary country
where there is no liberty, no peace, no security
and no prospect? Moreover, the financial situation
is growing worse. What can a fellow do with a
salary of two pounds a month? I myself desire
to breathe the air of that land of liberty and prog-
ress. I want to see all its wonderworks, and in
that way improve the poor education that our
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school gave me. Of course, it is also a pleasant
dream to think of obtaining a college education.
If I were there and unable to enjoy the privileges
of college life I should think the environment and
the very atmosphere of the country would be
enough to supply considerable knowledge to
those who have an earnest desire to learn.

My desire to leave the country-is not due to
lack of patriotism. I have no intention to leave
our land for ever. I want to be absent for some
time in order to grow in love of the fatherland.
Because what service can our country expect
from me when I am nothing but a bookkeeper
of a small dealer?

But what to do and how to go I do not know.
Even if I work ten years, with my present earn-
ings I cannot save enough for the expenses of the
journey. I am tempted to ask you to give me
the necessary sum as a loan; but I know that
you are new there and not in condition to comply
with my request. What do you say? What is
your advice? Is there any possibility of my com-
ing to America? I am afraid my letter will give
you worry. At present I want your opinion and
nothing else. Write me soon and long! I have
no news, nothing of interest to give you. Life
moves along with its usual uneventfulness.

Yours truly,
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An Encouraging Reply.

Dear ———:

I was glad to receive your letter but I felt
rather sorry when I read it. I expected you
would write cheerful lines and communicate to
me that jolly disposition which is yours. I won-
der if my letter contained such sentiments as to
indicate the pride of a man enjoying unusual
advantages. Did my letter arouse in you that
dissatisfaction with your condition?

I dor’t blame you for your desire to come here.
As long as I am here I have no right to exhort
you to stay at home in order not to vacate our
country by emigration. When I return home
myself, then I shall be justified in speaking
against emigration.

In fact, I am against emigration, especially
after seeing the life of poor Armenian working-
men. As I wrote you in my previous letter, I am
very lucky in being exempt from such a life,
thanks to my brother. Although I think it is
useless for many Armenians to come to this
country, I would not hinder a man who has some
ideals to pursue. Some day our country may
gain a great deal by the return of such young
men.

Since you are so much dissatisfied with the con-
ditions at home and have cherished ideals, which
you hope to pursue freely if you come to this
country, I agree that you should come and
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try. But just now I am not in a position to help
you. My brother has begun to pay me twelve
dollars a week for my services. Living with him,
my expenses are little, and as I do not help the
folks at home, I can save at least six dollars a
week. You will need about $150. I can make
that sum ready in six months. I may soon have
. other chances to earn or I may borrow a little
to help you. Now it is winter. By the time I
am able to help you it will be summer, which
is the most pleasant season for travel.

Now, dear fellow, don’t lose your courage. You
shall have your share of this life, and we may
do something by working together. Begin your
preparations now, and don’t forget to write me
cheerful letters.

At present I cannot give you any new informa-
tion, but I promise to do so within a couple of
weeks. Now I close, saying good-bye.

Yours very truly,

The Answer.

Dear —————:

I can’t describe what happiness your letter
brought me. I am sorry that I wrote my previ-
ous letter under the influence of troubled
thoughts, which I never meant to do.
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Your promise dispels the gloomy clouds of an
uncertain life and opens a new horizon before
me. I shall come to America! It seems to me
a dream, and I can hardly believe myself. But
here is your letter, your own autograph letter;
I read it again and again. Then, by and by, I
shall cross the waves of the Atlantic, and I shall
see the new world with you.

I can find no words to thank you for your
kindness. I'll tell you this, that if I come and
succeed I shall owe it to you. If I don’t succeed,
I shall have lost nothing, and shall have the satis-
faction of living in a highly civilized country.

I read your letter to my father and mother.
My father, after a thoughtful silence, consented,
while mother’s eyes filled with tears. But when
father assented she said that she would not be
an obstacle in my way.

I am so happy that I cannot write any longer.
I shall be waiting impatiently for your promised
letter. Before ending my letter I dance, I jump
with joy, and, as an assurance of my happiness,
I write to you of these acrobatic performances.

Yours very truly,
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Sending Money to His Friend.

Dear

The winter has already gone. Sunny and long
days have succeeded stormy and short days. In
winter I longed for sunshine, because I had to
go to my work before the sunrise and stay there
until dark. Now I enjoy the cheerful morning
light before I go to the shop, and in the evening
I often go to the seashore before it gets dark.

I promised to send you money for your jour-
ney to America, and now I am happy in keeping
my word. I am very anxious to send this letter

to you, therefore I shall not lose time in attempt-
ing to write a long one. You will find enclosed
a check for forty English pounds, which is more
than enough for a comfortable trip in the second
cabin. When you arrive at New York we shall
take care of you. Wherever you land on your
way drop a line to me. It is easy for you to
arrange your trip for Marseilles. But you must
be careful after that. At Marseilles go to a clean
hotel. Unfortunately Armenian hotels have left
a good deal to be desired. Of course you will
have your eyes examined before you start to be
sure that there is nothing wrong. I shall write
to Mr. X., one of the Armenian agents, to help
you in every way.
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In sending you this little sum I do not intend
to make you my debtor. My purpose is to help
you as I think it my duty to do. So don’t worry
about having a debt. Whenever you are able to
pay it without vexation you may. If you succeed
in your pursuit and fail to pay me this sum I
shall feel more rewarded than to have you pay
it back and see you deprived of your ideals.

Hoping to see you very soon, I am,

' Yours,

A Letter About Amusement.

Dear

The warm days of summer have already come.
We stop work at Saturday noon, so I have a
chance to look around. Boston is situated on the
seashore, but all the winter I could not, rather,
I had no chance to see the water. During my
journey when there was a big storm I wanted
very much to watch the waves of the ocean.
However, seasickness would not permit me that
proud feeling which we, as human beings, enter-
tain at the sight of the victories of civilization
which bridle even the huge billows.

I had determined that after arriving at my des-
tination I would go to the ocean during a storm

-and watch the wild view of the rolling waves.
I could not carry that plan into effect. Now,
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instead, I enjoy, every Saturday afternoon and
Sunday, the immense blue of the peaceful ocean,
not only as a dreaming observer but also as a
sporting swimmer. There is a State Bath House
at Revere Beach, which provides bathing suits
and cells in which to undress. Men and women
go to their respective sections, put on their bath-
ing suits and come into the open sea. The sight
is very interesting for more than one reason.
There is nothing against modesty. I myself
have my share in that delightful amusement. 1
take a bath in the ocean! I lose myself, not in
the immensity of the sea—for the safety of which
the government has provided—but in a multitude
of swimmers of both sexes. I know no one to
address in order to give vent to my joyful feel-
ings. How I wish you were here with me so
that we could enjoy such sport together and ex-
press ourselves to each other!
Yours as ever,
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Information in Regard to American Ideals.

Dear :

I wrote you that America is an intensely
materialistic country, where all the activities,
rush, etc., have only one purpose, to increase the
number of “almighty” dollars. This is true to a
great extent. The American people pursue
moneymaking with great zeal; but the same
people also know how to enjoy life and show
similar, even more animation in other directions
than in hurrying to and from work. It is
worth while seeing how prettily dressed misses
and mistresses, and young men in their best
attire fill the theaters of a city, theaters which
are fairylands in splendor. It is an everyday
affair.

Americans adore physical perfection in human
beings more than wealth; they are very fond of
Olympic, baseball and other games. The daily
papers devote several pages to the description
and account of games in various parts of the
country. When the intercollegiate baseball sea-
son opens the popular enthusiasm and ardor pass
all bounds. The newsboys always shout the re-
sults of the games to sell their papers, which are
full of descriptions. You can hear everywhere
“Baseball Extral”

Harvard University has a large field dedicated
to such games; and in the spring and fall the
students play every Saturday afternoon with
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athletes from other colleges. There is an amphi-
theater in the field which provides about 40.000
seats: sometimes it is full to its utmost capacity.
One day.in a year is reserved for a baseball game
between Harvard and Yale. That day seems like
a holiday for the whole country. Express and
extra trains pour people—anxious to see the-
game—into Boston from New York and many
other cities. Each ticket is two dollars. But
mortals like ourselves cannot buy them, because
if they sold to everyone wishing to buy there
would be no room in the field to stand. Students
can buy only a limited number of tickets for
their relatives and friends.

In spite of the difficulty of getting tickets an
unusual multitude of happy ticket-holders go to
the stadium in long rows of packed electric cars,
automobiles, bicycles, etc. It is very interesting
to see such a crowd of people in their best attire.
Students march in parade, headed by a band of
music. The excitement among the students be-
gins weeks before, and as the day of the great
game approaches they have parades in the even-

ing with songs and cheers and a beautiful display
of torches and colors.

Do not a people that pay so much attention
to physical as well as moral education deserve
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admiration? How monotonous and unattractive
our school life is and how lively and happy that
of Americans!

Yours sincerely,

A Humorous Letter.
Dear ———

I wish you were with me and that we could
have happy talks and laughs together. Ten years
ago you would run to me as soon as you put
your shoes on. Why don’t you do it now? You
may say that it is too far and there is water
between. Let me tell you an Irish story which
may give you a hint.

An Irishman, who was always working hard
at his old home and yet could not make both
ends meet, constantly heard that in America gold
- grew in the streets and on the trees. He heard
it repeated so often that he finally believed it
and decided to go to that land of gold. He sold
everything he had, procured the money for the
journey, and, boarding the first steamship, soon
arrived at New York. When he found himself
in this new world without friends and money he
became very much disheartened. He saw gold
neither in the streets nor on the trees. Sad and
gloomy he stood on the beach hanging his head
down and gazing over the endless waves. Pres-
ently a diver emerging from the water attracted
his attention. The poor simple-minded man
began to scold himself and exclaimed: “How
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foolish I was! If I had only known that it was
possible to walk under the water I would not
have spent my money to take a steamship.”

Now, you may take your first breath at Mar-
seilles: after that as far as Havre it is land. You
may dive at Havre. The Goddess of Liberty in
New York harbor will light your way with her
torch; come to the light. After drying your
clothes at the beach, come directly to 50th Street,
where you will find me.

Yours as ever,

Information About Moving Picture Shows.

Dear ————:

Moving picture theaters have become impor-
tant resorts for amusement. Providing an inex-
pensive pastime—inexpensive in point of view
both of time and money—they have found great
popularity. Often what a theater of high stand-
ing gives at the cost of a dollar or more and
two or three hours of time, a moving picture
theater gives for ten cents and in half an hour.
Cheapness usually brings unpleasant conse-
quences. Most of such theaters amuse their
patrons by nonsensical shows and déstroy among
them good taste and higher tendencies; but there
are those which provide really edifying pictures.
For example, let me mention the story of Damon
and Pythias, the representation of which I saw
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the other day in one of the moving picture the-
aters.

Dionysius was the despotic king of Syracuse.
Having gained the sympathy of a corrupt senate,
he was ruling over the country with no feeling of
responsibility whatever. Pythias was the only
honest man in the senate who opposed the tyrant.
The latter arrested him and condemned him to
death.

Pythias wished to see his little child and pretty
wife and arrange his affairs before his death.
His friend Damon consented to go to prison in
his place until a specified day, when Pythias
should return to bear his punishment by execu-
tion. Otherwise his friend would lose his head.

Pythias went home and took leave of his
family; but when he was ready to return he
found that his servant had, out of simple-minded

. kindness, slain his horse to prevent his going
back. Pythias was shocked at the sight of this
misfortune, because his friend would be be-
headed in his place; and, in a fury, seizing the
servant, he threw him down a precipice. After
that he began to run madly through the forest
and came across a horseman armed with sword
and spear. Before the latter could resort to self-
defense Pythias knocked him down, jumped on
the horse’s back, and galloped forward.

In the meantime, on the appointed day Damon
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was brought before the public to the place of
execution. He had put his head in solemn sub-
mission on the block. Just as the executioner
raised his knife to give the terrible blow the steps
of a galloping horse were heard, and suddenly
the people, with an awful rush, stopped the hand
of the executioner. It was Pythias who was has-
tening forward to save his friend and honorably
fulfill his promise.

Instantly he jumped down and threw himself
before the executioner. Dionysius was present
disguised. Witnessing the wonderful example of
devoted friendship, he threw aside his disguise
and, coming forward as the king, he shook hands
with the two friends and pardoned Pythias in
token of his admiration.

It is said that moving pictures will be intro-
duced for educational purposes.

Yours truly,

Letter of a Man Who Is Satisfied With His Work.

Dear :

Since you went to San Francisco I have had
only one letter from you, nothing more. Where
are you? And what are you doing? Why don’t
you send a word?

You know how much I always liked mechanics.
I could not go to a regular school to specialize
in the subject, because I was not in a condition
either to pass the admission examinations or to
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pay the expenses. There are special shops where
the practical manipulation of machines is taught
for a hundred dollars. I worked hard to save
that sum and borrowed money to live for a few
weeks while I went to learn the business. I took
up repairing and driving automobiles. In less
than two months I gained enough skill to obtain
a certificate and pass the state examination, and
now for the last three weeks I have been working
in a machine shop. I began with fifteen dollars
a week. Next week they will raise it to eighteen,
and at the end of the year to twenty-five dollars.
I am satisfied with my work.

When we Armenians come to America we
don’t open our eyes. We see one of our acquaint-
ances or a relative working in a factory, and we
make it our ambition to get some job in the
same factory for seven or eight dollars’ pay, and
sometimes less than that. We act as if the whole
of America was in that factory., We work for
years and gain nothing, always insecure and un-
happy in the work. Gradually bitter feelings get
hold of us, we begin to hate everything, curse
the “bad luck,” hate the bosses, employers, etc.
The more our hatred and bitterness grow the
more we retrogate and become unfitted for prog-
ress. Not only Americans dislike to see our cross
expression, even our friends show coldness in
their relations with us. We turn against the
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whole world and naturally, with such a disposi-
tion, we limit ourselves to a corner of a factory
and to our room. In that way we become more
and more dependent upon the bosses and work
which we hate with all our might.

Some people confuse this kind of dissatisfac-
tion with class consciousness; in fact, it is not
even self-consciousness. A man who becomes so
blind on account of his bitter feelings that he
cannot measure his own power and aptitude
naturally cannot succeed. The secret of success,
in my opinion, is to be found in a cheerful indif-
ference toward hardships.

1 am afraid I have given you an unnecessary
‘sermon. Write me soon and inform me about
yourself. Do you hear from home? I am now
in a position to teach my work to some friend.
I wish you were here. If you have not satisfac-
tory work come at once. I can get a job for
you within the next few days. If you have good
work let me know immediately so that I may be
“able to give the chance to another fellow
Armenian.

Your friend,
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Asking the Opinion of a Friend About Coming
to America.

Dear :

I want to ask your opinion in regard to an im-
portaht question, and I am sure you will not
refuse it.

Since the death of my father the support of
the whole family has fallen upon me, and I have
gladly undertaken to discharge this sacred duty.
Having no capital at hand I was obliged to sell
our house and open a little store with the pro-
ceeds. After the hard work of days and nights
it began to yield a bare living, but for some time
it has not brought even that. Now my younger
brother has graduated from school and has begun
to work with me to learn the business. After
a little experience he will be able to manage the
store by himself and make it his chief occupa-
tion. And I am thinking of coming to America
to work there in order that I may secure the
future of the family and help my brother to en-
large his business. After meditating upon the
subject for weeks, I have decided to ask your
opinion before taking any step.

Since you have been so many years in America
and have gained acquaintance with the conditions
of the country, I would ask you to write me soon
your opinion of my plan. I have at hand enough
money for the expenses of the journey and I
want to start before I spend it.
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Mother and all join with me in sending you
greetings. Mother always remembers you with
pleasure.

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am,

Yours truly,

The Answer.

Dear

In your last letter you asked my opinion in
regard to your intention of coming to America.
Here is my idea of the matter.

Although America enjoys the reputation of
being a country of wealth and opportunity, it is
not so in fact, at least, at the present time. I
am sure the reputation was not unfounded in
the past, but things are different now. There
is wealth in the country and immense wealth,
but it is not true that we can easily get a share
of it. Who among the immigrants is rich now?
Or who has secured a well-to-do condition? We
work a little, for a few months, and save forty
or fifty dollars; but suddenly business slackens
and we are laid off for weeks, meanwhile spend-
ing all of our savings. If we have sent home
from ten to twenty dollars during the period of
work, that is all our tangible gain. It is not un-
common during a long period of lack of work
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for men to spend not only all their savings but
also to incur heavy debts. Consequently they are
subjected to years and years of labor to get
rid of their debts. Now the chances of suc-
cess are few and incidental in this country.
Those who can earn a simple livelihood at home
are in a more advantageous condition than those
who work here for fifteen dollars a week.

There is another reason which prevents my
consenting to your coming, namely, that this is
the year of the presidential election. During such
a period business is apt to be bad., especially
when the issue of the campaign is the revision
of the tariff.

The financial condition of the countrv is too
dependent upon the tariff; every change or pro-
gram of change stops business and throws people
into difficulties. Things are palpably bad now,
and there is fear that many will be left hungry
from lack of work, and the government will be
obliged to open free soup houses.

The conclusion is, that you should not budge
this year, and we shall see how things will turn
out next year. I hope my letter does not dis-
courage you. If you have coming here in your
mind, you will come some day. There is plenty
of time yet. The Turkish motto yavash yavash
(slowly) fits well in this case. Keep up your
courage and be patient. Give my sincere thanks
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to your mother and tell her that I have not
ceased loving her as I love my own mother.
Write me oftener.
Wlth best wishes, I remain,
Yours truly,

An Emigrant Asking for Help When Midwav on
His Journey.

Dear ———:

I informed you that I had started to come to
America. I had prepared myself financially so
that, after all expenses, I should have ten sterlings
left upon my arrival there.

But circumstances changed things. Being un-
used to sailing, seasickness weakened me so
much that I was almost unconscious when we
arrived at Marseilles. Armenian agents took me
to a place (they call it their hotel) where I was
left to sleep for a long time. In the meantime
I lost some money. Later I learned from the
doctors that my eyes needed treatment for about
three weeks. The lost money on the one hand
and these unexpected expenses on the other left
me in a helpless condition. I could neither re-
turn nor go forward; I didn’t know what to do.
After long hesitation I decided to let vou know
of my difficulties. I am ashamed to tell my
story to anyone else. I have no one else to tell
it to anyway.

The Armenians who come here are in a miser-
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able condition. Some come without any money,
giving their sense of honor to the winds; some
come depending upon the good will of some
friend in America and wait for months, sub-
jected to disgrace and disappointments; some
have money, but have no knowledge of French
and therefore are cheated out of every cent. Now
I myself share in their condition. My dear old
friend, I have only you to whom I may turn to
help me out of this misery. I never meant to
be a burden to you. Could you send me a ticket
for America and enough money to satisfy the
authorities? The doctor of the steamship com-
pany assures me that my eyes will be cured in
two weeks, so that by the time I hear from you
I shall be in condition to travel. I am sure that
better days will come after my arrival there. and
I shall be able to pay my debts. I have both the
strength and the will to work.
Waiting for your speedy answer, I am,
Yours sincerely,

The Letter of a Disappointed Man.

Dear

You are waiting for a letter and some news.
I do not know what to write about or what infor-
mation to give. Before I came to America I felt
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curiosity about everything, but now I have no
interest in anything. My life here has been a
series of failures and disappointments.

After arriving here I was without work for
several months. Then I was given a chance in
a factory, where I worked about a year. I had
hardly paid my debts when the factory closed.
The work did not require much training, so I am
still an unskilled laborer and find it hard to get
work. My friends advised me to learn engrav-
ing, hoping that after six months’ _training I
might earn twenty dollars a week. With great
difficulty I found a place where the man at the
head was willing to teach me the business in
a year. His conditions were: no pay for the
first two months, three dollars a week during
the third and fourth months, and during the
remaining eight months seven dollars a week
.in average. I agreed and began my work, in-
curred some new debts to meet my weekly ex-
penses, and after four months’ experience could
hardly support myself, although living in a most
economical way. At the end of the year the man
was not willing to pay more than eight dollars
a week, so I gave up the work. I looked for a
job in other places and wandered for months
from one city to another. Meanwhile I forgot
what I had learned. In a few places they took
me in for a trial, but the work they gave me
was in branches of engraving which I had not
learned, so they discharged me. After five or
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six months’ wandering word came from a place
that there was an opening at fifteen dollars a
week, with the promise of raising to twenty dol-
lars in a short time. But I soon learned that
there was a strike there and they wanted to
employ me as a scab until they were out of
their difficulties. Dear , although poor I
am proud. I did not want the piece of bread
which I must snatch from some one else’s hand.
I preferred dying of starvation to betraying the
cause of others. I had no aptitude for such base-
ness,

Finally I got a chance to work on railroads.
I was the only Armenian:among a hundred
Italians. There wasn’t much money in it. The
work day was nine and a half hours. By work-
ing three hours overtime, twelve and a half hours
“a day, I could make sixteen dollars a week. I

worked a few months, cleared away my debts,

~ and when we got through with the work I had
about forty dollars left in my pocket. Now I
am again without work. I am still looking for
a position in engraving, but can’t find any. I
intend now to learn a branch in shoe manufac-
turing. :

How I regret leaving the old home! I looked
with contempt upon the articles against emigra-
tion. How happy I would be if I could go back,
take the old spade and hoe, work on that little
piece of land left from my forefathers, and earn
a livelihood enjoying the tender affection of my
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mother and sister! That life seems to me a

« T expect a good long letter from you. I am

sorry that I could not write a more cheerful letter
than- this. But we will hope for the best.

Yours as ever,

The Letter of an Unsuccessful but Brave Man.

Dear

I have not written you for a long time. When
I received your last letter I was still entertaining
bright hopes. Three years have passed since, and
I fail to see any good prospect. I did not write
to you for so long, because I wanted and waited
to write some news of success. It is harder for
me to inform you of failure than it is to bear it.
Now I break the silence simply because I do not
want to prolong it amy longer.

I am not bitter at my lack of success. I do
not believe some hostile fortune persecutes me.
It is simply that circumstances have not been
favorable. I rather blame myself for my failure
to come out victorious. However, I have not
yet come to the conclusion that I owe my failure
to my incapacity. When I analyze the difficul-
ties that I have had to confront I feel proud of
my failure. I do not regret my enterprises either.
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What I did I ought to have done, and I tried
to do well. Therefore I feel as proud over the
unsuccessful outcome as a brave soldier would
feel of his wounds after a hard but lost fight.
My strength has not yet deserted me; I will con-
tinue the fight to the very end.

I hope you will forgive me for my long silence
and that you will write good long letters, full of
the fun and cheerful jokes of the old days.

Your old friend,

The Letter of a Sick Man.

Dear ——8—: .

I was bearing my somewhat adverse lot in life
with uncomplaining patience and cheerful indif-
ference. Believing in my physical endurance and
impelled by the pressure of need I worked hard,
not refusing overtime night work. And now I
learn with stoical indifference that nature, that
rather severe judge of ours, has given me warn-
ing of serious punishment. At least, this is the
testimony of the doctor. Now, in order to give
the assurance of my humble submission, I write
this letter and solemnly promise that I shall
cheerfully rest and walk until I consume my
money, and I shall pay my daily devotions at the
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temple of Nature. Of course, my parents will
suffer on account of this sin of mine, because
I shall not be able to give them my regular
assistance,

The doctor assures me that after five or six
weeks of absolute rest, walks in the open air,
and pleasant recreation all danger will be passed
and I shall be able to resume my daily work
with certain precautions. By simple arithmetic
I find that the penalty imposed upon me by na-
ture will be just equal to my earnings from over-
time night work. I have money enough to pay
the penalty. Therefore, considering myself a
millionaire, I will observe that sweet penance of
open air—which is imposed upon me. There is
nothing to worry about. If, after this positive
evidence of my most humble submission, the
judge refuses to forgive me—which is not prob-
able—then I shall leave to you the difficult task
of consoling my parents. Don’t say anything
to them yet. I shall explain my not sending
money with the excuse of lack of work.

You see that I have not lost my cheerful dis-
position. I would not complain even if I had
reached a dangerous stage. Therefore cheer up
yourself and write me good letters, which, I as-
sure you, will supply the chief charm of my open
air exercises.

Greetings of love from

Your old chum,
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The Answer.
Dear ——:
At first your letter gave me a terrible shock,
but that sweet disposition which showed itself
throughout your letter comforted me and gave

me the assurance of your recovery. I cannot
help admiring the manly spirit and noble pride
which prevent you from calling yourself a sick
man. Trusting that such a brave and cheerful
spirit cannot be overcome by any sickness, I
share your gayety with you. The only disquiet-
ing circumstance for you in this case may be
the financial loss; but you do not care for that,
and must not worry about your parents. You
. have your friends who admire you and will
gladly give you any assistance that they can.

I read your letter in the circle of our friends.
All express the same admiration and urge with
solicitude that you prolong the period of your
rest in order—as you wittily remark—to make
your penance of open air more acceptable to
~ “judge nature.”

We sang sweet songs for you, praised your
bravery, and sent many good wishes by the wire-
less telegraphy of hearts. We owe our joyful
reunion to your sunny letter. I can find no words
to convey all our thoughts, but as a weak expres-
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sion of our comradeship and love we sign col-
lectively and severally the adjoining document,
which bears a line from each of us.
Waiting for happy news, I am,
Yours very truly,

A New Year’s Letter. oo

.

Dear :

This is New Year’s evening. Sitting alone in
my room I am thinking of my past life. I re-
member the days of my childhood, the happy
hours that we spent together playing and amus-
ing ourselves. All those walks, merry jokes, and
talks, even the little games which we invented
with our childhood’s imagination come back to
me now. What happy days they were, which
we could not appreciate. How different life is .
now, the life of intense struggle for a little bread.
It would not seem to me so gloomy if I had the
assurance of success in my pursuit of some cher-
ished ideals.

At this hour of rest, when the mystic moment
brings back to me those delightful days of the
past, I feel a strong desire to return to that life
and find again my childhood and the chum of
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my childhood. In this mood I find happiness in
writing to you.

I hope the New Year hegms with brighter
prospects for you and will bring a new store
of happy days. Give my best wishes and greet-
ings to évery member of the family and tell all
of them that I have not forgotten them, and that
I am, in heart and spirit, the same person, al-
though time and space have separated us.

Best wishes from

Your old chum,
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FAMILY LETTERS.

Letter From a Son to His Father.

Dear Father:

After a long and tiresome journey I arrived
here safely yesterday, and now, at my first op-
portunity, I am writing to you.

Uncle came to meet me and helped me out with-
out any difficulty. Thanks to him I am free from
the hardships of a strange country. I only miss
you. Today this new house seems strange to me
without Father and Mother. I have no doubt
that I could not stand it without my uncle.

Dear Father, although I am so far from you
now, the love for you that I have in my heart will
always lead me aright to be a son worthy of you
and to work for your happiness.

After the rest of last night I feel that I have
recovered my strength and am ready to work.
Uncle assures me that the work is not as hard
as is thought, and that if a man takes good care
of his health it does not do any harm. Uncle
advises me to rest at least a couple of weeks and
then go to work. He thinks it is not hard to
get work. Although I am impatient to go to
work, I shall wait in accordance with Uncle’s
advice.

After this I will try to write you at least once
every other week.

Your grateful son,
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To His Mother.

Dear Mother:-

Having just arrived, I am in the grip of home-
sickness and cannot write very long. I only want
to notify you by this brief letter of my safe ar-
rival and good health. I shall not forget your
advice and shall always try to be a good boy.
Although I am now deprived of your caresses,
I know that you love me and that knowledge will
be my comfort.

Upon my arrival here I found Uncle in good
health. He says that my being with him makes
him feel at home. '

I shall always keep you informed about my life
in America, writing you regularly once in two
weeks; one week to you, and the next week to
Father, so that you will get a letter from me
every week. Remember me to all our relatives.
I cannot write to them all individually, but they
may be sure that I shall always remember them
with pleasure.

‘You will find a letter from Uncle enclosed.

Your obedient son,
Melkon.
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To His Sister.

Dear Sister:

This is my first letter to you from a far-away
land. It seems strange to me to be without
Mother, Father and Sister. When I was with
you we wished so much to see Uncle; now I am
happy in that respect, but I would be much hap-
pier if we were all together and could spend our
evenings in our family games and recreations.

‘While at home I could not imagine how hard
it would be to be deprived of my sister. I have
many things to tell you, many things that I have
seen to describe to you, but you are not with me
and I cannot write all of them. As soon as I
get used to this new life I will write you long
letters.

As I write this letter I am all alone in the room,
Uncle being at his work. I walk a little in the
room; I go out from the house, but not daring
to go far, I come back to the room. If I could
be with Uncle all the time I would not feel so
lonely. When I begin to work I shall be free
from - this restlessness, and this melancholy
caused by loneliness. It will be my happiness
to think of you and of all. - Write me soon. I
am looking for long letters from you. I myself
promise to write longer.

Your affectionate brother,
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To His Uncle at Home.

Dear Uncle:

I have been in America now for several days
and am trying to adapt myself to the conditions
of the country. At present I am resting at my
uncle’s. I can never lose the memory of home.
When I was there I could not realize the happi-
ness that one enjoys with parents and among

.relatives. I remember how happy I was when-
ever you came home to see us and to converse
with Father. I remember all the caresses you
gave me, and I keep with tenderness your gifts,
which are precious to me.

I miss you so much that I cannot resist a home-
sick feeling. I find some comfort now in writing.
I could not endure this life if I were not with
my uncle. In the evenings we talk about you all
and thus we make our leisure hours a thorough
resting time.

Dear Uncle, I assure you I shall never have
peace of mind without writing you once in a
while. And if I receive letters from you I shall
be very happy.

With love,

Your nephew,
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Uncle’s Letter to His Sister (the Mother).

Dear Sister:

Melkon is already writing you in regard to his
arrival. I only want to assure you by this note
that I shall give him all the assistance in my
power and try to make his life as comfortable as

possible. Unfortunately I am not a successful
man to secure for him a good position; but I shall
try anyhow to help him learn some useful art
so that in a few years he may return to you
with skill and with a little capital. If my plans
work well I myself may leave my work and re-
turn to spend the rest of my life among my rela-
tives and friends.

I have no doubt that you find it very hard to
have Melkon away from home. His presence
here gives me some feeling of home. Now, while
working in the daytime, I know that upon my
return to my room I shall not find the walls only,
but also my dear nephew. I do hope that his
coming may prove beneficial both to you and to
himself. He is a lively and bright fellow and I
am sure he will soon find his way to success.
Give my love to my brother, to my dear niece
Vartouhl and all relatives.

Your affectionate brother,
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The Answer.
Dear Brother:

I was glad to receive your letter, which gave
all of us comfort. We sent Melkon to America
in order to satisfy his desire and not to sacrifice
his future to our love. But we could never have
consented to it if your protection and care for
him were not secure.

Dear Brother, you say that Melkon’s presence
gives some feeling of home. Those lines filled
my eyes with tears. You have been away from
home for ten years, and this is the first time
that you have spoken of returning, and that after
waiting until Melkon is ready to come back to .
his parents. My dear brother, you have not yet
lost your youth; you are still a strong young man,
for you are hardly thirty-five years old. Why
don’t you think of marrying and settling down?
If you marry and desire, after a few years, to
return with Melkon—which is our heartfelt wish
—you will bring your wife with you and we shall
all be happy here. If you once begin to think
of this you will be able to find a companion either
there or here. There are many suitable girls in
our town, most of whom you know; if your heart
makes a choice, I am sure you will not be dis-
appointed. Then take this seriously and rejoice
your sister by writing a good approving letter.

With love from us all,

Your affectionate sister,
Makrouhi Arsenian.
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Father’s Answer.

My dear son:

We were waiting impatiently for the news of
your safe arrival, and at last your letters to me,
to your mother and sister came to dispel all anxi-
ety. I am glad that you are with your uncle and
enjoy his kind protection.

Of course it is very hard for us to be deprived
of you. In your absence the house seems empty,
but as I have not been fortunate enough to secure
the future happiness of my children I could not
insist upon your staying here and thus deprive
you of your pursuits. You wished to go to
America, and your mother and I decided not to
oppose you. Now, as you are in America, all
that is left for us is to pray that you may realize
your cherished ideals. Dear son, if your father
were not so poor he would have sent you to
America for study and not for work. What your
parents could not do I hope you may be able to
do for yourself. Take good care of yourself.
Remember that you are our only wealth and
comfort. You are a young fellow and have a
whole life before you. Carry on your work with
courage.

May Heaven permit us to see you again before
death as a strong and successful man! -

With love from us all to you and your uncle,

Your affectionate father, °
K. G. Arsenian.
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Mother’s Answer.

My dear boy:

After you left for America our home was al-
most a mournful one. Your letter brought us
cheering sunshine for the first time. As a mother
I could not restrain my tears, but they were re-
freshing rather than burning tears. I poured off
my sorrow with them. I am keeping your letter
as a precious object and reading it every little

-while.

I am confident that your dear uncle takes good
care of you and that you live strong in body and
mind. Dear boy, do not work very hard. Take
care of your health for your sake and for our
sakes.

The only happiness for all of us will be to hear
from you constantly and to be informed about
your health. I would like, if it were possible, to
hear from you every day, but I do not want you
to tire yourself in that way or to worry about it.
If one of us, your father, sister and myself, get a
letter from you alternately every week, we shall
be satisfied and comforted.

My dear, I wish with all my heart that America
may become a source of prosperity and happi-
ness to you, and that some day you may return
to your loving parents with all the successes for
which you long.

Your loving mother,

Makrouhi Arsenian.
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Sister’s Answer.

Dear Brother:

I am very happy, because you remembered me
in the midst of your worries in a far-away land.
You cannot imagine what sorrow filled our house
after you left. Father always talked about you
in the evenings and often said with a sigh: “I
wonder where my boy is now, if the sea affects
him,” etc. Mother frequently went to your pic-
ture and cried, looking at it, and my own heart
was filled with sadness at being deprived of my
only brother and thinking of the hardships which
you might have to bear far away from us all.
We are all glad that you are now with Uncle
Vartan. How I wish that I could see him myself!
Although I was little when he left us, I always
remember him and love him.

Dear Brother, you can’t realize how glad I
was for those lines in which you promised to
~ write me a long letter. You may be sure that
such letters will make me the happiest and
proudest among sisters. I will try in my turn to
write long letters and give you home news. Uncle
and his bride come oftener in order not to leave
us alone. The night before last Aunt E. and
Koharig came. Both send you love. At present
I have no other news.

Your loving sister,
~ Vartouhi.
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Sending Money to His Father.

Dear Father:

This is my happiest hour since I came to
America, because I now have an opportunity {o
send you a little token of my filial affection. I
have been working for the last four weeks, and
now I enclose my first savings, a check for two
English pounds, which you may cash at the
Ottoman Bank. _

My work is not very hard; only, being always
on my feet, I get tired and my ankles ache. If
I were walking until evening I could stand it
better. But I am getting used to it. Uncle tells
me that before the end of two months I shall be
entirely accustomed to it. At present I can save
. a little over a couple of dollars a week. I hope
that after learning the work well I shall be able
to double my earnings. After I am accustomed
to the work I shall go to evening school to learn
English. Uncle does not want me to go now as
I still feel the fatigue of my work and my feet
have not stopped aching.

Give my love to all relatives.
) Your grateful son,
Melkon.
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Another Letter to the Sister.

Dear Sister Vartouhi:

I have already given you some information in
regard to American life. I like to write you of
whatever I see or whatever attracts my attention.
Being still a newcomer and busy with a long day’s
work I have no chance to look around. For a
week I have been attending evening school to
take lessons in English composition. At the
same time I am practicing ‘speaking. After learn-
ing the language I hope I shall be able to better
understand American ways and manners and give
you more information. At present whatever I
write you has to do with the outward aspects of
life.

This year is the presidential election year in the
United States. Although my ears are not very
familiar with the language, I have gone to listen
to every political speech. I have not been able
to get much out of them, but when I have seen
them published the next day in the daily papers
I have been able to read them with the help of a
dictionary and get some idea of them.

There are seven political parties. Those which
deserve attention are the following in the order
of their strength: Democratic, Republican, Pro-
gressive, and Socialist. The Progressive has been
recently organized after separating from the
Republican party. The political campaign has
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been intense, with newspaper discussion, public
speeches, parades, etc.

Some night parades were worth seeing. One
night I saw a students’ parade. The students
from several colleges had formed a huge parade
in honor of the candidate with whom they had
party affiliation, and, with bands of music,
torches, flags, and varied costumes, they marched
in the streets of Boston. The torches from a dis-
tance gave the impression of a mass of flames,
and when the parade came nearer they illumi-
nated the streets like daylight. A multitude of
men and women were spectators of this beautiful
scene and cheered the paraders with prolonged
“Hurrays.” Sometimes there were witty allu-
sions on their banners, and when appreciating
spectators saw them they responded with cheers.
Greeting and cheering clamor advanced with the
parade. When the parade approached a place an
outcry of greetings filled the air; and when some-
thing witty on the brilliant banners was read an
uproar of cheers and laughter echoed everywhere.
Such shouts and noise were continuously repeated
by the successive crowds.

How I wished that you were with me to see
and enjoy these with me! I cannot describe all
of them.

Last night the elections were over. In the
evening we went to Boston in order to see the
results of the elections in front of the newspaper
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buildings, where the outcome was represented by
moving pictures. This morning the papers an-
nounce that the Democrats have come out victo-
rious and that the election of Mr. Wilson is
secured.

The President is not elected by the direct vote
of the people. The latter elect, in their respective
states, a number of men who come together on
one day in January in the capital of their state
and vote for the president. Americans call the
meetings of these electors the Electoral College.
The president is thus nominally elected by the
Electoral College, but in fact by the peeople; be-
cause the members of the Electoral College vote
for the candidate of their respective parties.
Therefore today they can tell by the elected
electors who will be the next president.

I obtained this information from the teacher
in the evening school who repeated it to me sev-
eral times until I understood what he said. I
hope you will be glad to know how Americans
elect their president.

Uncle was glad to read your letter. He will
write to you himself. Remember me to all our
relatives. I shall not be able to write another

letter today.
Your affectionate brother,
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The Sister’s Answer.

Dear Brother:

I read with great joy and interest your letter
of Nov. 6th, in which you gave information in
regard to the elections in the United States. I
thank you, dear brother, for your kind considera-
tion. You say that you wish I were with you. I
appreciate that brotherly thought; I myself desire
very much to be with you. But, as I cannot be
with you to help you and enjoy American life
with you, I get from your letter interesting infor-
mation and knowledge.

Dear Brother, you cannot imagine how happy
such letters make us, the Armenian girls, who are
afraid to go out of the house and cannot find
books at home to read. Your letters give me an
outlook on the world and I read them just like
stories. They make home a school for me. I
read your letters to my girl friends and they said
that T must be very happy in having such a
brother.

I am embroidering a sofa pillow cover. I will
send it to you as a keepsake as soon as I get
through. Give my love to Uncle.

Your loving sister,
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A Christmas Present to the Mother.

Dear Mother:

Today is about a month before Christmas. I
shall send you my best wishes at the proper time.
My voice does not reach you and a letfer goes
very slowly. I send you this letter now to have
you get ready for Christmas. I enclose for you
a check for three pounds in Father’s name, and
I want you to make yourself a pretty dress to
wear on Christmas day when you receive our
relatives around the hearth fire at home. I can-
pot be there, but I shall be present in spirit. I am
sure that you will look just like a young bride in
that dress, and that that day will be a day of
happiness for the whole family. I want also to
have your photograph on my table. You will
make me very happy if you will send me a pic-
ture taken in your new dress.

Your loving son,
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A Christmas Letter to the Father.

Dear Father:

This is the first Christmas that I have spent
away from you in a different country. I see
happy families around me who amuse themselves
in their homes by singing, playing, dancing and
laughing, and I remember the joyful reunions
which we used to have with our relatives. Our
happiness was not like the happiness of these
people free from worries; but, after all, the hours
gave us some relaxation. Now Uncle and I are
alone in our room and we are getting ready to
go to an Armenian meeting to hear some beloved
songs and listen to some speeches. But before
leaving the room I want to withdraw for a few
minutes into the memory of our previous Christ-
mas reunions and in imagination to see you,
Mother, Sister, Uncle, Aunt, etc., around the
hearth fire and take part in your conversation. I
enjoy the sweetness of home in memory and feel
happy. - I hope with all my heart that you may
be blessed by many years and that upon our
~eturn you may be able to see the whole family
again around you.

Your grateful son,
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The Mofher’s Answer.

December 24, —.
My dear Son:

You may think tears were an ungracious wel-
come to give your good letter. But they were not
all tears of homesickness to see my boy. There
were tears of joy, too; because you do not forget
 me, and, although you are having a hard struggle
and earning only a little, you have planned to
give me a new dress. You may be sure that the
finest dress could not make me as happy as your
thought has made me. By and by I shall send
you my picture as you ask, although I had
thought myself too old to have one taken.

‘We are all in good health and busy in the ways
that you remember well. We miss you more
than you can realize. You have many new inter-
ests to take your time-and thought. But we are
living as we have lived for many years, except
that you are gone. Your father and I sit and talk
of you in the evening. We want you to do what
is best for yourself. You will succeed after a
time. But we pray daily that in a strange land
and in the midst of temptations you may be the
same pure, true, and strong boy you were when
at home—only stronger as you grow in years,
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Write often and tell all about yourself—the
little things as well as the big ones. Have you
found a good boarding house? What do you do
about your mending? Today I made
for dinner. We spoke of your liking for it and
wished you could have enjoyed it with us.

With much love from us all and hoping to
hear from you soon,

Your loying mother,

A Letter from the Sister.

Dear Brother:

I wish you could have seen Mother’s face when
she opened and read your letter. You would
have felt mere than repaid for any sacrifice your
gift may have cost. '

You know Mother’s way of attending to her
own needs last, and will not be surprised to hear
that she had no really good dress. I am to have
the honor of making the new dress, and you may
be sure I shall do my best. Thanks to your pres-
ent and to my skill, Mother will look her prettiest
at Christmas time.

With love for you always from us all,
Your affectionate sister,
Vartouhi.
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A Letter After Long Separation.

Dear Brother:

. How long do you expect to stay in that far-
away land? We have stopped singing, “O, Where
is my wandering boy tonight?” You remember
it was one of our favorites. Father and Mother
cannot stand it now. We at home are not the
only ones who are wondering how long the sep-
aration is to last. Isabel is too modest to ask
questions, but her eyes are often full of tears.
You haven’t forgotten her eyes, have you, Brother
mine?

America must be a wonderful country. I often
think I would like to join you there if only all
the family might go with me. Perhaps, if you do
not return within a few years, it may be possible
for us to go.

Your friends Dikran and Mary are married and
are near neighbors of ours. Mary makes a good
housekeeper and is an excellent cook.

Krikor Armaian died last week of tuberculosis.
His mother will have a hard time, for he was her
only support.

- Write often. You can’t write too often. We
want to hear all about you. We always miss you.

With much love from us all,

Your affectionate sister,
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A Letter From a Man Without Work to His
Father.

Dear Father:

In spite of my usual custom I nave not been
able to send you any money for four months. 1
suffer more on this account than for any other
reason. This is a very bad year financially in
the United States. Many factories have either
shut their doors or have reduced their working
hours to one-half, or even less. For three months
I worked only two days in a week, anu during
these last two months there has been no work
for me at all. I know that you need micney and
I have wanted to send a small sum; but this lack
of work not only has exhausted all my savings,
it has forced me to incur heavy debts. Now all
my friends and acquaintances either are without
work or are working one-half day, so that I can-
not borrow. Even if they were working the whole
day, no one is willing to lend in these uncertain
times.

Then, dear Father, do not attribute this delay to
my negligence. 1 have not ceased to love my
parents. Every day I think of you and try to find
some way to help, but without success. They say
that these hard days will not last very long. They
have lasted long enough! Normal conditions are
expected within two months. I hope that this
opinion is well founded. As soon as I begin to
work I shall make haste to send some money.
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1t present you may borrow money tnere to be
paid back in three or four months, and then I
will transmit to you the necessary sum. I was
never before left without work for so long. I
have wanted to learn another trade, but I have
had neither the money to pay the expense nor any
chance.

Hoping that you will forgive me for this invol-
untary delay, and that you will find some way to
get through these hard times, I remain,

' Your grateful son,

Father’s Apswer.

My dear child:

Your letter filed us with sorrow, not be-
cause you could not help us in our hard circum-
stances, but because you have been suffering in a
foreign country, away from the comfort of home.

Dear boy, the fact that you think of us even
in the midst of such hardships shows your great
love for your parents. Your father was not for-
tunate enough to put himself in a position where
he could live without your help. But whatever
our situation may be we do not want you to
worry about us. We shall do something here.
Our supplies can carry us through several
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months, and we may secure a little money for
small expenses by selling our old copper utensils,
which we never use. At the worst, we can sell
the house.

Now then, my boy, take good care of yourself
and do not worry about us. We have not much
to expect in this world. Our days have passed.
Our only desire is for your success, prosperity,
and happiness.

Praying that Heaven may assist you and bless
you,

Your father,

A Sister’s Letter to Her Far-Away Brother.

Dear Brother:

I want to write you every day, but months pass
and I cannot find time to concentrate my mind
upon writing. When I was a girl at home I had
plenty of time to write, but now I am the mother
of three children and very much occupied. If I
delay my letters, you must not think that I have
forgotten you or have ceased to love you. I
not only have not forgotten you but I have
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taught my children to love their distant uncie.
Sarkis often talks about you and says, “Whewn
Uncle comes I'll be big and go to school”
Zabel has already begun to go to school and she
wants to learn how to write in order to send a
letter to her “Uncle in America.”

My dear, Father died longing for you and
Mother is spending the days of her old age in
tears which fill our hearts with sorrow. Why do
you stay so long in that country? It is not given
to every man to find a fortune in America. You
have been one of the great number of people
for whom fortune has no smiles. Come and com-
fort Mother’s last days and make us happy. Your
brother-in-law joins me in asking for your return
home. He has a little business. You may work
together and enlarge it. Our Uncle and Aunts
are all growing old and wish very much to see
you before they die.

I suppose, Brother, you remember how they
loved us. As long as I see them I think I am
still a little girl; they give the same care and
caresses. Come and enjoy their love, and I am
sure you will feel as in the old days. Youth will
come back to you.

For some time you have not written either.
When you delay your letters Mother is sadly af-
flicted. She opens your case, kisses your books
and old letters, and sheds tears, reading them over
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and over again. I can never believe that your
heart is getting hardened. Come, Brother, do not
delay any longer. You can earn your bread here
just as well as there. I know, dear Brother, you
will not be able to bring wealth, but you will
bring to all our relatives a bright smile, sunshine,
and happiness, which are valued more than any
wealth in the world. You do not know what tears
will be dried. Do not stay any longer. Come to
your loving kinsfolk. '
Your waiting sister,
Zemroukhd.

The Brother’s Answer.

Dear Sister:

I can find no words to express the pleasure
which I felt when I received your long-waited-for
letter. Being among your loved ones in your
own dear home you cannot imagine what great
comfort a letter from beloved ones brings to a
vagabond like myself. To me, especially, your
letters bring the sunshine of a spring morning.

You say that your delay in writing is not due
to negligence or forgetfulness, but to-the condi-
tion of a very busy mother. My dear, I have
never thought that you could be negligent or
- that you could forget me. I know how your
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days pass. The children keep you busy at home;
every day they bring change, sometimes happi-
ness, sometimes worry. Thus weeks and months
go by, and suddenly you realize that you have °
not written to your brother. Perhaps, having
delayed so long, you wait for a new letter.

Nothing is left for me in the world except my
dear ones in the far-away home. Oh, if you
only knew how much I miss you! I dearly love
my mother, who is getting old; I love my sister,
who teaches my name to her children and sends
me their words of love; I love my nephews
and niece, who love their unknown uncle with
the tender feelings of childhood; I love my uncle
and my aunts, who, inspite of my wandering so
long in a distant land, have not ceased making me
an object of their tender care and love. My
dear, I myself long to return and enjoy our dear
home with the old folks and the youngsters; I
don’t know how to explain. I came here for a
purpose. I had nurtured bright hopes in the
precious days of my ambitious youth.

Now all is gone; none of my cherished objects
are won. I am now farther from my goal than
when I came to this country. If my dear uncle
had lived I would have had a different fortune.
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How can I return in this condition? What can
I bring to you? Although I am defeated in
every particular, I have not lost my pride and a
man’s self-respect. '

No, my dear sister, I cannot return so poor.
In this condition I would be more of a worry
to my dear old mother than a comfort. Encour-
age her and assure her that her love will remain
my best wealth. I have already given up my
castles in the air. After this I shall concentrate
my efforts upon getting ready to return, and
make such preparation that I shall not be
ashamed to look the world in the face. I do
not know how long it will take, I must work
at least three years longer. I am confident that
mother will wait bravely through these three
years and that we shall meet again before death.

Dear Sister, the pleasure of hearing from you
on the one hand and the sad lines in your letter
on the other have aroused such emotion that
my mind is confused. My intention was to
write a good letter, but I find that my letter is
entirely different from what I wanted it to be.
I thought of tearing it up, but, not feeling dis-
posed to write a better one, I send it, in order
that there may be no delay and that I may hear
from you again as soon as possible.

Your loving brother,




162 UUsrryuiue vbriyouh

‘Rnyrp Gdbrhjm Rbrb) Swmpn. bwdwmly

Ubpbp Suyp b4 b duyp pof,

Uyu bulwlnd ubpduly dbqp hp ,u.llb.l‘ ko-
Pubwunch whgy pulpals nolpfp fnfu-gpp L be
youpdwp qunbe hp gopdugpbe , pulf bR L yupdwp
spunnbp pigfppp hp pehblp

U.Jumbll_ [ul' Tn[r&u uuqu:n[ru.w& F L l”pfunuf
wmawphbbp ywpnctally wnwly lln['uflyflbLhL feris -
1{/.7:- wyn ghepnefFpheiip gumbb b binp dfpnpo weky b
wwalipne fF mwplblpel Ly quypnghl g pfeip wpp bl
wempnmd” ghpend ne gppignd Shwsppepacny
opfinpry dp bnwd b pp goqnpply badwlubpp gnyg
wyuinky phplk) nwy, pulfy np gnpdu wupwlnd k
Pp qupp @Y ppbl opmmlpmp b b FL [udf: Uap
behbp Jp hp wbutl, pp dinph Sophgnlp § plog -
vyub b Bhplu quypng Jp Epfay pp nancdp gu-
prcluwlbne b hod ﬁn‘ﬂl[u:ll :fmufluul.[unna_p'[ujl dp
unlw'llbl_lu_ s bl_ ,g’nrz LfE ilhllqul‘lnl:p‘[ll_fla ng .I‘[mgi.
gopwepy Wppiy b pufnefFpel fp Ubpplph  wey-
eyl gppe g bplhne wqnply bypaypibps ke



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 163

A Letter from a Man Inviting His Sister to
America.

Dear Father and Mother:

I send you enclosed a check for seventy English
pounds, and I make you a proposition which
you may accept if you think proper. If not, we
will drop it.

My work is guaranteed. I can continue it for
years without any danger of losing it. . After
this relief my mind ponders more upon my lone-
liness, which I.cannot bear now. My sister
Eugenia is eighteen years old. Having already
graduated from school, she is a young lady, inter-
ested in books and literature. Her letters show
what a bright girl she is, and the more I read
her old and new letters the more I miss her.
Therefore I am thinking of having her come here,
- especially now that my work is secure and I
have to stay here for several years more. Her
coming will be good both for her and for me.

She will see a new country, her mental out-
look will be enlarged and she may go to some
school to continue her study, she may even spe-
cialize in some subject. And the presence of a
- sister will not only dispel my loneliness, but will
also encourage and stimulate me to live a better
life and to seek a higher position.

My two younger brothers and other sister,
Hripsime, will remain with you until either we
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return to join you or you come here to settle
down with us. I do not entertain the latter idea,
because we shall be happier at home if political
and economical conditions are bettered. But at
present we must try to profit from the advan-
tages that this country offers us. I am sure that
Eugenia is bright enough to get the full benefit
from American schools. I shall help her not
only as her brother but also as her debtor, as
compensation for the happiness which she will
confer upon me by her companionship.

I have no' doubt that her absence will be a
hardship for you, but the fact that she and I
will be happy here will comfort you. Besides,
Hripsime will take the place of her sister with
her liveliness and jolly disposition. If there are
not strong reasons to make her coming objection-
able, and if you agree to this temporary division
of the family, send her next spring. I shall
arrange everything to make her journey com-
fortable. Thirty or thirty-five pounds out of this
seventy is more than enough to travel in the
second cabin.

. Waiting for your answer,

Your grateful son,
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Hawthorne to His Little Daughter, Rose.

My dear Little Rosebud:

I have put a kiss for you in this nice clean
paper. I shall fold it up carefully, and I hope
it will not drop out before it gets to Lisbon. If
you cannot find it, you ask Mamma to look for it.
Perhaps you will find it on her lips. Give my
best regards to your Uncle John and Aunt Sue
and to all your kind friends, not forgetting your
nurse. A

Your affectionate father,
N. H.

Victor Hugo to His Little Didine.

Good morning, my pet; good morning, my dear
little girlie. I promised to write to you. You
see I am keeping my word.

I have seen the sea, some fine churches, and
some pretty country. The sea is large, the
churches are handsome, the country is pretty;
but the country is not as pretty as you; the
churches are not as handsome as your Mamma,
and the sea is not as great as my love for you
all. :

My pet, I have often given half-pence to poor
children walking barefooted by the roadside, for
your sakes, my little ones. I love you all dearly.

A few hours more and I shall be kissing you on
your two dear little cheeks, and also my Charlie
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and my little Dede, who will give me a smile, I
hope, and my beloved Toto.

Good-by for the present, my Didine. Keep this
letter. When you are grown up, I shall be old,
you will show it to me, we shall love each other
dearly; when you are old you will show it to your
children, and they will love you as much as I do.
We shall soon meet.

Your own daddy,

Valenciennes, 15th August, 1837.

The church bells are pealing as I arrive in this
town. It is the fete of the Virgin. I dedicate
it to you, my child. ‘
. I did not wish to let this day go by without

writing to you, my beloved Didine. Not a day,
not an hour passes without my thinking of you.

Your mother, you, your brother, and your dear
little sister are always in my thoughts, and united
to me in the same love.

Did you get my last little scrawl? Did you
like it, my Didine? Keep it for my sake,

Above all, keep your innocence and your kind
heart, your reverence for God and for your
mother, your simple mind, and constant desire
to do right; in so doing you will some day, like
your mother, unite the virtues of the woman to
the innocence of the child.
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To get here, I had to pass through lovely coun-
try, green and covered with flowers, which made
me think of God; I spoke to Him of you, of all
of you, my dear ones, whom I have left behind
me.

Kiss all those I love who are around you for
me, beginning with your mother.

Your own daddy,
V.

For My Charlie.

Mayence, 1st Oct., 1838.
My dear old Charlie:

You must write me a good long letter (to
Treves), beginning it early and finishing it late.
You know how much I love you, dear child. I
must have a long letter from you. You must
also write a little diary for me telling me how
you have spent your time at Saint-Pris during
the holidays, and if, as I hope, you have pre-
pared for next year’s work amid your play and
leisure time. I want you, my dear Charlie, to
be a good, hard-working boy, and an industrious
scholar.

Talking of this reminds me that in one of my
letters I gave you an exercise to write. Neither
you nor Toto have sent it to me. Now that the
holidays are nearly over, and you have only a
few days left to play, I will let you off this exer-
cise,
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If you have read my letters, dear Charlie, you
will know what I mean by The Cat and the Mouse.
The Cat is for Toto, and the Mouse for you. In
my drawing they are quite unlike nature, the
mouse is much larger and much fiercer than the
cat. The day I was drawing it, the sky in which
it was disappearing was stormy and lowering.

You will notice at the foot of the adjoining
mountain the face of a giant with his mouth
open. I drew this very carefully. Your giant
is an excellent likeness. _ '

I do all this with pleasure, dear children, for
your sakes, to amuse you and make you happy.
My pleasures of the moment, as well as the work
of all my life, are for you.

I am not sure what state the drawings I send
you will arrive in. The ink one gets at inns
loses its color from one day to another in the
most tiresome way.

I have worked hard during the holidays, dear
Charlie; I hope that you have done the same too,
a little. You have been always in my thoughts,
my dear old boy; I hope that you have thought
of your daddy, who loves you as dearly as, nay
more than, his life, and who kisses you on both
your nice cheeks. _ V.
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Cannes, 8th Oct., (1839).

Here are four sketches for you, four, my
Didine. I send you the Strasburg Cathedral to
match that of Reims; to Charlie, a view of a
splendid old tower, surrounded by the sea, on
the Island of Saint Honorat, two leagues from
here (I have written the story of the tower at
‘the side of the drawing); to Toto, the view of
a suburb of Bale, taken from the Cathedral
Square; and to Dede, a few pretty Baden houses,
with the town gate. I hope you will all be pleased
with them, and then, when I get home, I will do
some more sketches for those who have come off
worst. I am the best off, after all, because I feel
the pleasure I am giving you more than you do.

Those mountains behind the spire of Stras-
burg are the Black Forest.

This is a beautiful spot; I came to it to see
the prison of the Man with the Iron Mask. I
have also seen the Gulf Juan, where Napoleon
landed in 1815. I start for Paris the day after to-
morrow. I shall get there by the 18th or 19th.
Kiss your dear good mother for me. Tell her
I count on getting a letter from her at Chalon-
sur-Saone. I had begun a long letter to her,
but your drawings prevented me from finishing
it. She will get it soon.
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You are back at school again, Charlie. Work
hard, be as good a scholar as you are a good
boy, and love your father, who is always thinking
of you.

I will enclose a letter for you in the next I
write to your mother. Good-by for the present,
my darling Charlie.

We shall meet soon, my Toto. I have been at
sea for the last fortnight. I have learned how
to steer a sailing boat, to make plain knots,
gasket knots, running knots, etc. I will show
you all my accomplishments in Paris. You are
now at school; you must work hard too, my pet.

My Dede, I love you. You love Papa very
much, don’t you? I wanted to pick up some
shells for you here; but I could not find any.
There is nothing but sand, which is ridiculous.

We shall meet soon, Mamma; very soon, my
Adele. Write me a nice letter, a really nice letter.
I love you, and I shall love you still more if you
will send me some loving and tender words,
which I am longing for.

As to the rent, tell M. Bellanger 1 will pay
it when I come back, about the 18th or 19th.

Kiss me, my Adele, and be happy, for I am de-
votedly attached to you. -

I embrace you all, my darlings.

Your father, V.
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Hans Anderson.

Dear Little Marie:

Papa and Mama can read this letter to you, as
you cannot read it yourself yet; but only wait
till this time four years; ah, then you’ll be able
to read everything, I know. I am in the country
now, like you. . . . It is so nice, and I have had
some strawberries—Ilarge, red strawberries, with
cream. Have you had any? One can taste them
right down in one’s stomach. Yesterday I went
down to the sea . . . and sat on a rock by the
shore. Presently a large white bird that they
call a gull came flying along. It flew right toward
me, so that I fancied it would have slapped
me with its wings; but, mercy on us, it said,
“Mamaree!” “Why, what’s the matter?” I
asked. “Mama-ree!” it said again, and then, of
course, I understood that “Ma-ma-ree” meant
Marie. °‘Oh,” said I, “then you bring me a greet-
ing from Marie, that’s what it is, eh?” “Ya-ya!
Ma-ma-ree, Ma-ma-ree,” it said. It couldn’t say
it any better than that, for it only knew the gull
language and that is not very much like ours.
“Thanks for the greeting,” said I, and off flew
the gull. After that, as I was walking in the gar-
den, a little sparrow came flying up—*I suppose
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you now have flown a long way?” said I. “Vit,
vit” (far, far), it said. “Did you see Marie?”
I asked. “Tit, tit, tit” (oftem, often, often), it
said. “Then give my greeting to Marie, for I
suppose you are going back?” I said. “Lit, lit”
(a little, little), it replied. If it has not come
yet, it will come later on, but first I'll send you
this letter. You may feed the little bird if you
like, but you must not squeeze it. Now greet
from me all good people, all sensible beasts and
all the pretty flowers that wither before I see
them. Isn’t it nice to be in the country, to paddle
in the water, to eat lots of nice things, and to get
a letter from your sweetheart?
H. C. Anderson.
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LETTERS OF ADVICE.

From a Father.

My dear boy:

You are already settled in America. In my
previous letter I described our joy at the nmews
of your safe arrival. Today I write to discharge
another parental duty, namely, to give moral
strength and firmness to my distant son.

You had a strong desire to go to America.
Your mother and I yielded to it, because we loved
you and we thought of your future, and we had
confidence in the firmness of your character, in
your good conduct and healthy constitution.
Your journey to your present location was some-
what hazardous. You arrived without any mis-
fortune. We were all glad for that. But you
must remember that America is not your goal.
You only hope to find in America some means
to win your cherished object; and in order to
reach that you will have a longer and more dan-
gerous journey. The dangers of travel on sea
or on land are independent of our will. The
victims of such journeys inspire sympathy and
grief, but the victims of moral journeys are sub-
jected to scorn and ridicule. Although you are
strong both in body and in spirit, temptations
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are strong, too. Men must never place absolute
confidence in their own strength; weakness often
creeps in without our realization, and, if we are
not careful, some day we may find ourselves
captured. ’

My dear child, you are a lonely foreigner
there; loneliness weighs heavily upon you and
in that condition you may be easily lured by
false smiles. I have often heard that bad women
do take advantage of this weakness of immi-
grants, and soon prevail upon their hearts, minds,

and pockets. Such a fall moves nobody’s pity.
Therefore, my boy, have the firmness of a manly
man and remember always that the name of our
family was left to us clean. Do not allow your-.
self any weakness that may bring a stain. The
honor that we enjoy in the circle where we are
known was won by our forefathers through the
sacrifices of years, of which, I am sure, you are
as proud as I am. It is our only wealth in this
world, which we must know how to appreciate.
"Then let that noble pride of family be your
shield against all kinds of temptations, and some
day, after reaching your goal, you may return
to your parents bringing them happiness in their
old age, not by gold, but by a noble character
and untarnished honor.

My dear boy, with my limited knowledge I



188 LUBrr4ULU8 VU UYULR

lel:'l["r nepps negunufFpiling  ynppnpubp wugee
peyy Swdagnewmd bd np pne pdwvmnc @ buwdpp
2] uyppa 4unfunfm‘,fl ebgp oeqpyg Lrd push
I plnple s T
em‘,mflb‘l_nnl [uf aluqucu_p'[';_ﬁa Lne ‘fwu[ufl‘ 4p
Luype

‘iuirllll fp Awrbjud kG hjwyrapp66hr Yp jubyrk

"['l'bLI' .....

Gupuftl dp pollip bu sy Ynp Upfusslp 5L
ziuufluu_ an.fun.p‘[u.fu: ‘"l"l"-i' :Inuluuuuub F L
uéum&» k.o q.ll,lb‘[l ‘fmu[nf: afuuu&b"_c bluufl[' F"‘
ln.’:biuul_x "flzull‘mu bu L [n’bz_ ll.nlrblul ’l"ll"‘"l_["'
6[.@:::90[' af"Zx z[ufuo 4uullnfuunm,uu’v ['lnuluu. Qeen
dow klp b hp Jtu.uuuf ap llhllzulllltll op &p QE
wanpncfFpebibpny pudp widwliold k. nwljure bl ,
Lenc t[nv[nfunuu.ﬂ'bmful_ "'l"l'["‘i'eﬂ byog [Fhpm-
rl.luu_p‘[u.fﬁ:blp [rf:&[u oq.uunémp wyfrnf ELL""' /3 be-
ol neqnbgny wpunfp Swnuybh ”l.llll'[l ehul qub

91""@'1‘ ubl’_szllu[ qE lwuuul',

Rachy




ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 189

cannot advise you in other ways, but I feel con-
fident that with wisdom you will choose the right
way.
Expressing my full confidence in you and em-
bracing you, I am,
Your own father,

A Newcomer Asks an Old Friend for Suggestions.

Dear :

For a week I have made myself an inhabitant
of this new world. At present I live in Chelsea.
I have already rested from the fatigue of the
journey and am thinking of a job. I wish you
were near and that we could see each other.
How are you and what is your occupation in -
Chicago? Now we are comparatively near each
other, and I hope that some day we may meet.

I am not yet acquainted with the conditions
and customs of this country. Suggestions out
of your experience will be useful to me and will
guide me into the right path. Therefore I want
to hear from you as soon as possible.

Shaking your hands, I am,

Yours truly,




190 UULPrPaULUB LUUUYULD

AwmrbjudpG AbjugrophiGibrp

U['['b[_[' Pwslinn ,

Udbpplys quyyneng nepp wmncng bwdwly nce-
(e vhpwd bu. ghnbd Fb nppwl mwlng fuliyfpp
dpl & wyq bopklip dp Gedwp, puyyg ybmp 3§ ap
euncffpug hnpulighbin, npndlbwmbh gnpd qpwn-
by p gty wy wlipne$byfp g pp ofp 3 ¢ Gpuip”
E5 lpupny pryeyb wyr Lwopl neqqealf b wldp-
Qerybou odwhngwhne fFhel Jp puly phgh:
bLsdl np ng :’Z‘q p'b[_‘”’l-[""-p'l"—i“’ ,glrllll 4uufw11 Lin-
prcfpet Lp ppsy fend mpdbe fpnlibluy, peyy
pwlh dp gpué ppogne qudwp Shinlibwy wuwpg b
wd buugyuyaiif hhwmbpp jfp bgib) Ynegbd &

9':1,'6' '"“LbL'"‘ Surdiap wf:&lu_z_m um[uqau.m&
Uudwdp gpdacd ffp pubp wnwhyg jue '4""1""-bL"‘- ,
l[ﬂ&[tl[ wdfpynckyne /3 4m-fm,n3wq:u_pbmfl ne [17:@-
wliyneyin dwpgne dp wpdwlbpphl jupmwpupp £,
puyy dlwpyne dp wpdwlippp wbdffwubs qumbjne
nl_[l[rz_ f[nlngf:bl' Lllmfl- Lo Qugnevump L"ul,glnu_-
Bpci, alplpn Fpets b &fm{nu&[r Lwupls jure wruyos~
capncfdpel fp Fogee b Gugncnmpl uyy wnoy-
n fFpoiip dhbp ubinpg b wrupulnd blip s Qudpyncpyp
whingneffbwl mywenpacfplp fp Fagne , npdk
ggneymbugne bl s bRt wyuop fklhp wvibulbbyne



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 191

Answer with Suggestions.

Dear —————;

I was glad to receive your letter informing me
of your arrival in America. I congratulate you
and send my best wishes. You say that you
have already begun to worry about work. I
know what a vexing question it is for a new-
comer; but you must not lose your courage, be-
cause finding employment is not an impossible
problem after all. I wish I could help you
directly and immediately.

You asked for suggestions. I am afraid I can-
not make any which will be new to you or of
any value; but in order to say something I want
to mention the following simple and well-known
points.

I have no doubt that you will make applications
personally or by letters to get employment. Do
not make any personal application without
dressing well, without shaving neatly, and with-
out a good supply of self-reliance and cour-
age. Of course a good suit does not represent
a man’s worth, but there is no way of immedi-
ately measuring the merit of people. Good
clothes give an impression in regard to the neat-
ness and good taste of the wearer, and therefore
we must secure their services. Negligence in
shaving would mean a lack of neatness, which
we must avoid. If we wish to see some one to-
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day, yesterday’s shaving will not do; today we
must shave again. Negligence in this matter
not only gives an impression of carelessness, but
also means an absence of respect toward the man
whom we visit.

Above all, America is a free country, and if
a man fails to show a spirit of courage within
the limits of self-respect it will seem strange.
Cowardliness and discouragement are signs of
weakness, and unfortunately the weak do not
have respect anywhere. The general feeling of
men toward the weak is a feeling of annoyance.
This is to be regretted, but it is a fact witnessed
even among ourselves. Sometimes involun-
tary idleness depresses a man and then all good
words seem to him air bubbles; and yet depres-
sion is defeat and no one cares for the defeated.

‘When asked for a job the boss may happen
to feel out of sorts and nervous; that must not
discourage us. It is everybody’s inviolable right
to demand an opportunity to work. Remember
that the same man would be more than glad
to see you, if he were in need of men; and men
will always be needeéd. It is not out of kindness

alone that Americans admit us to this country.
They admit us because they want our labor, and
if they do not need it today, they will need it to-
morrow. If they give us a chance to work we
shall be thankful, but we shall not humiliate our-
selves. For this very reason we shall not beg or
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implore. Imploring pleases only the petty little
tyrants of Asia. It means an absence of self-
respect; and if a man fails to respect himself,
others cannot respect him. Even petitions to the
President of the United States should contain no
supplication.

Sometimes men go from one exaggeration to
another. 'Because courage often leads to success,
thoughtless people come to the conclusion that
“Bluff” is the only means of getting along. Bluff
has its place here as in every other country, per-
haps a little more in this country than in others.
But bluffing must not be carried to bragging. It
causes the ruin of a good many. In order to
make a successful bluff we must appreciate our
ability; instead of underestimating our powers we
may overestimate them a little, which will do us
good and give us the inspiration of self-confi-
dence. 4

‘When we make a written application, we must
do it in a plain and short letter, without suppli-
cation and without mentioning our difficulties
or misfortunes. We are not given a job for the
sake of pity. We must mention our ability and
not our weaknesses or shortcomings. Everybody
is supposed to have some kind of weakness, and
we are not obliged to give an account of our
own. We must show self-reliance and confidence
in our power of doing things, as long as we have
not proofs to the contrary.
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It is easy to say such things and I do not
know how much I can practice them myself. As °
I told you before, I write these just for the sake of
writing, and I know that you know as much as
I do.

Yours truly,

Letter from an Elder Brother.

Dear Brother:

1 was glad to receive your letter and learn all
about your successes in school. I want to ex-
press my deep satisfaction and to send you kisses
with heartfelt joy. Keep on sending me such
news in regard to your school work.

You mentioned in your letter that you did not
like certain subjects, but that you learned your
lessons in them merely to keep pace with your
classmates. In your opinion it is not essential
that a scholar should learn every subject taught
in a school. I am not of the same opinion.

Subjects given in an elementary school can
hardly be unessential. Each subject brings some
definite ‘aptitude to youngsters and develops it
in them. Those who intend to live a scholar’s
life cannot afford to neglect any of their sub-
jects of study, because every one of them has its
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place. According to the information that I have
derived from authoritative sources, success in the
school life means success in the practical life of
the world. Leaders in political or other careers
have been, with few exceptions, leaders in the

life of the school period.

I have no doubt that in the biographies of
great men you have come across persons whose
conduct in school could not be recommended or
whose success in scholarship was not enviable.
Such cases have their special reason, which I
cannot take time to analyze. If we should turn
our attention to legions of those unsuccessful
ones, who fill the world, we would find that the
great majority of them did not have a good
record in their school work.

Of course, I do not mean that a diligent school-
boy will necessarily occupy a distinguished posi-
tion in future life. 'What I mean to say is this,
that early success in school not only endows men
with the power of thinking and observing, but
.also with the great gift of self-confidence.

Only a few men of genius have ascended to
their high positions through their innate endow-
ment; a great genius is a phenomenon in life.
Our present civilization is not necessarily created
and developed by a few talented men, but by
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millions of hard-working, perseverent men who
have earnestly tried to do their best. If a person
begins in school to do his best, he will store a big
supply of physical and moral strength. It is this
supply that secures places in art and literatuie
for men who have not exceptional talents.

Our purpose is not to be exceptional men in
the world, but to be worthy of the elevation of
men.

Now, this brilliant school period must not spoil
you, and you must not think of yourself as an
exceptional genius. Such thoughts lead to arro-
gance. True and the most beautiful greatness
is not subjected to self-consciousness.

It is not a good principle to learn something
merely not to be left behind others. As long as
you are going to learn it, try first to love it, try to
see the worth of the subject and study it for
its own sake. I am confident that these few re-
marks will stimulate new zeal in you to love all
your studies. Make it your chief aim, not to sur-
pass others, but to reach perfection.

Your loving brother,




202 UUsrryulte LUUUYULP
LPGfp6 nrdk loniumpny UB.qqumljmbh ofp

Bacbifup 2, 1851 -
Ubpbyp Betffph,

Nefonits wapbpp foling ppprg Qmuuu’nkL Jupdwp
bl ubybp Spder s  Qusbrusgesls whquwifibp bpp bo
ebqp eps dp oqubgl’ pudp pupp. «Spdu wyjlin
St pbg il pdacwpucfFlbwl SE) gurays
Upn , wyu pubp fphuy sunwlpy pne phfwgel
Sty Phpnifbwl sennlwnnds RE pus & wyn
Bhpncfptp, Lupdbd bku gpunkds Gy sbu,
puyg whgnpd bus Yp wupulype upd” np  ply wnku-
Liybu wuppl, wwlly wdpngl opnewb dp gapd
nbkumd  ppun okl SEh ops  Fnpdp sergliguessfy
suppny shu, puyyg Spliingl winkl jun shu qopdhp ,
wapquabu npndShik phgp y@ncfpp F5 wlil
wbmp bygwdfpl swp fphuo 2wl fy s Ukognew -
afuulmfuuun.F‘bm'l wyu n humln  Fhpebl k& widpng
gpdnewpncfFhetips Ub§pudbymopltl wbwp & phgh
fuwdwsp y b wil)p guewmhbbpney {Gwdwp, ap phe
lluﬁabn wyu Ill.'llllqlll_Flll.ilat ul.bl_[u wb4lnunl-bzm 5
uﬁuﬁ:y fudwp y npnflbhwl whalip ml_b’L[l bqu:ul'
hbwlp nclufplh wuypbine | b fphwl whgnpdp aclio-
Yn G bull wrgurn mnuL alinp af“z Ll winef
Plg np welyfo phephte £ puli abffl qgocps bbby
whganl Jp whap kP puay b bunp s

Qpiws gk phs dp qpadp fhp fupowmpu - uyy
dwufls fpf wnwuplu & op qoch bpfFwe qnpdlpne
Calnowyny ne bygacigas' SEhne Sp Gudwp np
,ebi[' ll.(nanl' l{lu.muy m’url' alln[lnur“ilt P'IIIL zm‘,-



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 203

Lincoln’s Letter to John D. Johnston.

January 2, 1851.
Dear Johnston:

Your request for eighty dollars I do not think
it best to comply with now. At the various times
when I have helped you a little you have said to
me, “We can get along very well now”; but in.
a very short time I find you in the same difficulty
again. Now, this can only happen by some defect
in your conduct. What that defect is, I think I
know. You are not lazy, and still you are an
idler. I doubt whether, since I saw you, you have
done a good whole day’s work in any one day.

- You do not very much dislike to work, and still
you do not work much, merely because it does
not seem to you that you could get much for it.
This habit of uselessly wasting time is the whole
difficulty; it is vastly important to you, and still
more so to your children, that you should break
the habit. It is more important to them, because
they have longer to live, and can keep out of an
idle habit before they are in it, easier than they
can get out after they are in.

You are now in need of some money; and what
I propose is, that you shall go to work, “tooth
and npail,” for somebody who will give you
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money for it. Let Father and your boys take
charge of your things at home, prepare for a
crop, and make the crop, and you go to work
for the best money wages, or in discharge of
any debt you owe, that you can get; and, to
secure you a fair reward for your labor, I now
promise you, that for every dollar you will, be-
tween this and the first of May, get for your own
labor, either in money or as your own indebted-
ness, I will then give you one other dollar. By
this, if you hire yourself at ten dollars a month,
from me you will get ten more, making twenty
dollars a month for your work. In this I do not
mean you shall go off to St. Louis, or the lead
mines, or the gold mines in California, but I mean
for you to go at it for the best wages you can
get close to home in Coles County. Now, if you
will do this, you will be soon out of debt, and,
what is better, you will have a habit that will

keep you from getting in debt again. But, if I
should now clear you out of debt, next year you
would be just as deep in as ever. You say you
would almost give your place in heaven for
seventy or eighty dollars. Then you value your
place in heaven very cheap, for I am sure you
can, with the offer I make, get- the seventy or
eighty dollars for four or five months’ work.
You say if I will furnish you the money you
will deed me the land, and, if you don’t pay the
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money back, you will deliver possession. Non-
sense! If you can’t now live with the land, how
will you then live without it? You have always
been kind to me, and I do not mean to be unkind
to you. On the contrary, if you will but follow
my advice, you will find it worth more than eighty
times eighty dollars to you.

Letter to John D. Johnston.

Shelbyville,
November 4, 1851.

Dear Brother: / i

When I came into Charleston day before yester-
day, I learned that you are anxious to sell the
land where you live and move to Missouri. I
have been thinking of this ever since, and cannot
but think such a notion is utterly foolish. What
can you do in Missouri better than here? Is the
land any richer? Can you there, any more than
here, raise corn and wheat and oats without
work? Will anybody there, any more than here,
do your work for you? If you intend to go to
work, there is no better place than right where
you are; if you do not intend to go to work,
you cannot get along anywhere. Squirming and
crawling about from place to place can do no
good. You have raised no crop this year; and .
what you really want is to sell the land, get the
money, and spend it. Part with the land you
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have, and, my life upon it, you will never after
own a spot big enough to bury you,in. Half
you will get for the land you will spend in mov-
ing to Missouri, and the other half you will eat,
drink, and wear out, and no foot of land will
be bought. Now, I feel it my duty to have no
hand in such a piece of foolery. I feel that it
is 80 even on your own account, and particularly
on Mother’s account. The eastern forty acres 1
intend to keep for Mother while she lives; if you
will not cultivate it, it will rent for enough to
support her—at least, it will rent for something.
Her dower in the other two forties she can let
you have, and no thanks to me. Now, do not
misunderstand this letter; I do not write. it in
any unkindness. I write it in order, if possible,
to get you to face the truth, which truth is, you
are destitute because you have idled away all your
time. Your thousand pretences for not getting
along better are all nonsense; they deceive no-
body but yourself. Go to work is the only cure
for your case.

A word to Mother. Chapman tells me he wants
you to go and live with him. If I were you I
would try it awhile. If you get tired of it (as I
think you will not), you can return to your own
home. Chapman feels very kindly to you, and .
I have no doubt he will make your situation very
pleasant.
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Henry Van Dyke to the Junior Class in the
Shortridge High School at Indianapolis.

Avalon, Princeton, N. J.
Jan. 25, 1902.

My dear friends:

Your very kind letters have been forwarded
to me by Miss ————, and have interested me
greatly. Your teacher evidently believes that
English Literature is a living subject, and is not
to be studied by “laboratory method,” but by
vital methods. This seems to me the right way.
Great authors are not algebraic ‘symbols; they
are real men. Great books are not chemical pro-
ducts to be analyzed; they are messages from life
to life; they are reflections of the human heart;
they are works of art, to be valued for the joy
they give and the meaning they impart.

I am glad that you think and speak of
Tennyson’s characters as living persons, so that
you have your favorites among them, and even
have disputes and' friendly quarrels about the
comparative merits of your heroes and heroines.
[I knew two schoolmates who had a regular fight
about David Copperfield and Henry Esmond. We
did not “fight to a finish,” so it did us no
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harm; but I still think Esmond by far the finer
character. ] :

Tennyson is rightly considered the most per-
fect artist among Nineteenth Century English
Poets. But this is not merely because his verse
is rich and musical; it is because his work is also
true, even in the smallest details. You remem-
ber that beautiful bit in “Maud”:

“Her feet have touched the meadows
And left the daisies rosy”?

If an American poet had written that about
an American girl, it would have been sentimental
nonsense. Why? Because the American daisy
is all white and yellow. There is nothing rosy
about it. But the English daisy is really pink
on the under side of its petals. So when Maud
crossed the field she really left her footprints
marked in rose-color in the upturned flowers
where she had trodden.

If you are going to write about anything, the
first thing to do is to see it as it really is; then
you may let your imagination illuminate it, and
interpret the bare fact in

“The light that never w‘;:lshon sea or land,—
The consecration and the poet’s dream.”
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It will not be possible to answer each of your
letters separately; and to pick out one for a re-
sponse would hardly be fair to the other one
hundred and twenty-four. But I would like to
tell you all a little story about Tennyson, and
leave you to say whether you think it throws any
light on his character.

When I was staying at his house in 1892 (a
few weeks before the last illness), he promised
to write an autograph for his portrait for me.
_“What shall I write?” he asked. Thinking of
his good life and his great fame, I suggested a
line from the Wellington Ode:

“The path of duty is the way to glory.”

He wrote it, and then turning over the sheet
he said, “Now I will write what I prefer.” This
was his choice:

“Love took up the Harp of Life and smote on all
the chords with might,
Smote the chord of Self, that, trembling, past in
music out of sight.”

Will you give my sincere regards to your
teacher, and my thanks to her for the pleasure
she has given me? 1 think, if you are wise, you
will give her also your own thanks for the work
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she has done to make your studies interesting
and your interests studious.

1 am glad if any of you like my books. They
are all about the same subject,—the only one that
seems to me worth writing about,—Life. And
this is what I hope you all will have (in the real
sense), and use it for the highest ends, and enjoy
it forever.

Sincerely yours,
Henry Van Dyke.

President Lincoln’s Letter to General G. B.
McClellan.

Washington, D. C.
Feb. 3, 1862,
My dear Sir: "
You and I have distinct and different plans for
a movement of the Army of the Potomac—yours
to be down the Chesapeake, up the Rappahannock
to Urbana and across land to the terminus of the
railroad on the York River; mine to move
directly to a point on the railroad southwest of
Manassas.
If you will give me satisfactory answers to the
following questions, I shall gladly yield my plan
to yours.
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First. Does not your plan involve a greatly
larger expenditure of time and money than mine?

Second. Wherein is a victory more certain by
your plan than mine?

Third. Wherein is a victory more valuable by
your plan than mine?

Fourth. In fact, would it not be less valuable
in this, that it would break no great line of the
enemy’s communications, while mine would?

Fifth. In case of disaster, would not a retreat
be more difficult by your plan than mine?

I have just assisted the Secretary of War in
framing part of a despatch to you, relating to
army corps, which despatch of course will have
reached you long before this will.

I wish to say a few words to you privately on
this subject. I ordered the army corps organiza-
tion, not only on the unanimous opinion of the
twelve generals whom you had selected and as-
signed as generals of division, but also on the
unanimous opinion of every military man I could
get an opinion from (and every modern military
book), yourself only excepted. Of course I did
not on my own judgment pretend to understand
the subject. I now think it indispensable for you
to know how your struggle against it is received
in quarters which we cannot entirely disregard.
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It is looked upon as merely an effort to pamper
one or 'two pets and to persecute and degradc
their supposed rivals. I have had no word from
Sumner, Heintzelman, or Keyes. The commanders
of these corps are of course the three highest
officers with you, but I am constantly told that
you have no consultation or communication with
them,—that you consult and communicate with
nobody but General Fitz John Porter, and perhaps
General Franklin. I do not say these complaints
are true or just, but at all events it is proper you
should know of their existence. Do the com-
manders of corps disobey your orders in any-
thing?

. Are you strong enough—are you strong
enough, even with my help—to set your foot upon
the necks of Sumner, Heintzelman, and Keyes,
all at once? This is a practical and a very serious
question for you.
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INTRODUCTION.

George Washington to :Benjamin Franklin,
American Minister in France.

Philadelphia, 28 December, 1778.
Sir:

The Marquis de Lafayette, having served with
distinction as major-general in the army of the
United States for two campaigns, has been deter-
mined, by the prospects of a European war, to
return to his native country. It is with pleasure
that I embrace the opportunity of introducing
to your acquaintance a gentleman, whose merits
cannot have left him unknown to you by repu-
tation. The generous motives which first in-
duced him to cross the Atlantic; the tribute which
he paid to gallantry at Brandywine; his success
in Jersey before he had recovered from his
wounds, in an affair where he commanded militia
against British grenadiers; the brilliant retreat,
by which he eluded a combined manceuvre of
the whole British force in the last campaign:
his services in the enterprise against Rhode
Island; are such proofs of his zeal, military ardor,
and talents, as have endeared him to America,
and must greatly recommend him to his Prince.
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Coming with so many titles to claim your es-
teem, it were needless for any other purpose,
than to indulge my own feelings, to add, that I
have a very particular friendship for him; and
that whatever services you have it in your power
to render him will confer an obligation on one
who has the honor to be, with the greatest es-
teem, regard, and respect, sir, etc.,

Lord Byron to Mr. Murray

Venice, June 8, 1817.

To Mr. Murray:

The- present letter will be delivered to you by
two Armenian friars, on their way, by England,
to Madras. They will also convey some copies
of the grammar, which I think you agreed to
take. If you can be of any use to them, either
among your naval or East Indian acquaintances,
I hope you will so far oblige me, as they and

their order have been remarkably attentive and
friendly towards me since my arrival at Venice.
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Their names are Father Sukias Somalian, and
Father Sarkis Theodorosian. They speak Italian,
and probably French, or a little English. Repeat-
ing earnestly my recommendatory request, be-
lieve me,
Very truly yours, Byron.

Perhaps you can help them to their passage,

or give or get them letters for India.

Jam,es Russell Lowell to Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Introducing W. D. Howells.

My dear Hawthorne:

I have no masonic claim upon you except
community of tobacco, and the young man who
brings this does not smoke.

But he wants to look at you, which will do
you no harm and him a great deal of good.

His name is Howells, and he is a fine young
fellow, and has written several poems in the
“Atlantic,” which of course you never read, be-
cause you don’t do such things yourself,—and
are old enough to know better . . . . If my
judgment is good for anything, this youth has
more in him than any of our younger fellows
in the way of rhyme.

Of course he can’t hope to rival the “Consule
Planco” men. Therefore let him look at you and
charge it

To yours always, J. R. Lowell.
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LETTERS OF CONGRATULATION.
To a Friend Graduating from a College.

Dear

I received the news of your graduatlon with
a great deal of pleasure. Let me in my weak
words try to express my joy and congratulations.
This success of yours is not that of an ordinary
student, it is the crowning result of your strenu-
ous efforts, mental and bodily endurance, and
resolute perseverance.

Trusting that your graduation is a sure step
toward your cherished ideals, I pray that the fu-
ture may have higher successes in store for you
both for the happiness of your family and for
the good of our nation.

Yours very truly,

Dear —_—

The degree of S. B. which has been solemnly
bestowed upon you by the University of Yale,
as a result of your studious labors of years, gives
me great pleasure. Heartily sharing your hap-
piness with you, I now wish for you that the
coming years may crown your efforts with new
successes.

Congratulatmg you with all my heart |
remain,

Your admirer,
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Birthday Anniversary.

Dear ————:

Birthdays may be called the milestones in life’s
journey. As you reach another of those anni-
versary landmarks today, permit me to congratu-
late you on having traveled thus far in safety,"
and to wish you, with all my heart, many similar
opportunities of receiving the good wishes of your
friends. That your future years may glide hap-
pily by, without care or sorrow, is the heartfelt
prayer of

Yours most sincerely,

On the Marriage of a Friend. !

Dear ———— —:

The tidings of your happy marriage has just
reached me, and I sincerely wish you jov and
prosperity in this new life of yours. I have long
known the constant attachment and devotion
which you have for the one so completely en-
trusted to your keeping, and I am confident in
the belief that you will spare no effort to ensure
every advancement of the material comforts this
union may bring upon you. That your enjoy-
ment of these earthly felicities may be combined
with Heaven’s choicest blessings is the prayer of

Your true friend,
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Marriage of a Friend.

Dear —:

The invitation to your wedding on the 20th
has just reached me, and as I shall be unavoid-
ably absent from the city on that day, and there-
fore, to my great regret, unable to witness the
ceremony, I send you my congratulations by
letter. ' :

You are surely to be envied! Fortune has had
sweet smiles for you. Successful in business, re-
spected and very much liked in social circles,
you now crown your happiness by taking, as a
life-mate, one of the loveliest, brightest, and
most intellectual of women! That you have a
brilliant future and a delightful home life before
you seems beyond doubt. Such, at all events, is
my ardent wish. ) :

Yours very truly,
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Letter of Condolence.

Dear ———:

I learned with great sorrow of the death of
your dear brother in his very youth. Perhaps
I should not be able to understand the greatness
of your loss if I had not known your brother and
his promising personality. As I understand your
grief I shall not attempt to console you by words,
the most eloquent of which would be powerless
in this sad case. Permit me only to share your
sorrow with you and to keep in my heart his
dear memory. .

Yours with sympathy and affection,

To a Father upon the Death of His Son.

Dear Sir:

I was shocked by the sad news of the death
of your beloved son. It is hard to believe that
such a lovable, intellectual, and energetic youth
could fall a prey to death. If it gives me such
sorrow, what must be your affliction, which is
that of a father! I cannot be near you in body,
but you may be assured that I am with you in
heart and spirit. I have no words to comfort
you, and, although I share your sorrow, I can-
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not mitigate your grief. But, dear friend, allow
me to remind you that you made every sacrifice
and did everything possible to save your dear
child, and since all efforts proved unavailing we
must comply with the inevitable.

Yours very truly,

Charles Dickens to Mark Lemon, on the Death of
a Child, in 1835.

My dear Mark:

We are indeed greatly grieved at your calamity.
I have no need to tell you, dear fellow, how con-
stantly you are in our thoughts, and that I have
not forgotten, and never can forget, who it was
that watched with me and comforted me the
night a little place in my house was left empty.
We know you will both have found comfort in
the blessed relief from which the sacred figure
with the child on His knee is in all the stages
of our lives inseparable. “For of such is the
kingdom of Heaven.” It is hard, God knows, to
lose a child of any age, but there are many
sources of comfort in losing one so young as
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yours. There is a beautiful thought in “Field-
ing’s Journal from This World to the Next,”
where the little one he had lost was found by
him radiant and smiling, building him'a bower
in the Elysian Fields, where they were to hve to-
gether when he came,
Ever, old friend, yours ever,
Charles Dickens.
Lincoln’s Letter to a Mother Who Had Lost All
Her Children in the Civil War.

" November 21, 1864.

Mrs. Bixley,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Madam:

I have been shown in the files of the War De-
partment a statement of the Adjutant-General of
Massachusetts that you are the mother of five
sons who have died gloriously on the field of
battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be
any words of mine which should attempt to be-
guile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelm-
ing. But I cannot refrain from tendering to you
the consolation that may be found in the thanks
of the Republic they died to save. I pray that our
heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your
bereavement, and leave you only the cherished -
memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn
pride that must be yours to have laid so costly
a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.

Yours very sincerely and respectfully,
Abraham Lincoln.
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A RESOLUTION OF PROTEST

-Having hailed the restoration of the Ottoman
Constitution, we, the Armenians of Boston and vicin-
ity, shocked by recent massacres in Cilicia and by
the indifference shown by the Ottoman Govern-
ment and, after long expectations, bitterly disappointed
by the belated “justice”, assembled in mass meeting,
August 15, 1909, protest emphatically against the
accusations of separatism attributed to the Armenians
as a new means of persecution and condemn the
injustice of the martial court of Adana, which failed
to punish the real authors of the crime. We also
express our indignation at the execution of the six
Armenians who were made the scapegoats and of
the nine Turks who were but blind tools. As citizens
of the Ottoman Empire we demand that an end
be put to the persecution of the Armenians of Cilicia
“and that severe punishment be visited on the real
criminals, whose escape from punishmentis an irony
of constitutional law and justice.
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- LOVE LETTERS.

A Yoﬁng Man Desiring to Cultivate Friendship
with a Young Lady.

Dear Mis§ ——: .

Will you kindly allow this liberty from an un-

known person who, with a deep sense of respect, ,
desires to cultivate acquaintance with you? My
long intimacy with your uncle as a chum and
the few notes that I have had the pleasure of
exchanging with your father give me the flatter-
ing idea that my name is not altogether new to
you. :
My dear lady, not knowing the life of our peo-
ple in this far-away land, you cannot help think-
ing this attempt upon my part a strange affair.
I was left an orphan early in life and do not
know a mother’s care or a sister’s love. I can
imagine how happy I would be if the mail
brought me regularly letters from mother or
sister, and I, in reply, could put down on paper
the best of my thoughts and the most tender
sentiments that move me. I have the longing,
but I have no way of expressing myself. I am
conscious of the empty place in my heart which
a mother or sister could fill.

I have often heard your uncle speak of your
good character and bright intellect, and your
photograph in his room gives me the same idea
of you. Therefore the desire of gaining your ac-
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quaintance has grown more and more irresistible
within me until now, yielding to that desire, I
write to you. I confess that this is the first letter
that I have ever written to a young lady, and I
feel that it is one of the best privileges of life.
The vacant space in my life will be filled by culti-
vating such a friendship as this.

Perhaps this liberty is more bold than I realize,
but I hope you will pardon it, being assured of
my best intentions.

Please, dear lady, accept assurances of the
highest respect of

Yours very sincerely,

The Answer.

Karin, Nov. 5, 19—,
Dear Sir:

Your letter of October 6 reached me about a
week ago. I had seen your name mentioned in
my uncle’s letters. The fact that my uncle has
found in you a highly appreciated friend is a
proof to me of your kind nature and upright
character. I consider your letter an honor and
I sincerely thank you for the same. If corres-
pondence with me has any value or may be use-
ful to you in even a slight degree I do not wish
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to refuse such a small service. Only, as an inex-
perienced girl, I have asked the opinion of my
parents, who do not think a correspondence of
this nature objectionable, especially since my
uncle had recommended you so highly.

Unfortunately I am neither a good writer nor
an observer; it seems to me that there is nothing
interesting in our town to write about. There
may be something, but I fail to.see it. Perhaps
I have no aptitude for observation. Even if I
have, I have no opportunity to develop it, on ac-
count of the very limited environment destined
for Armenian girls. You may have many things
in that wonderful country to see, to hear and to
read about, and, therefore, many interesting
things of which to write.

I send this letter enclosed in the letter I send to
my uncle. I have written him some home news,
which you may learn from him if you are inter-
ested in such trifles.

Wlshmg you success, I am, dear sir,

Yours respectfully,

After Exchanging a Few Letters, the Young Man
Writes of Love.

Dear Miss :

Will you permit me this time to obey the dic-
tates of my heart and to write you in words which
spring from the depths of my being, words which .
I can no longer restrain? My dear, I woke up -~
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early this morning to read your letter once more
in the sweet morning’s light. The sky is now
clear and brilliant, and the glowing sun—unusual
in the rainy month of April—rises and spreads
cheer and happiness. But your letter has a more
penetrating ray for my heart. Do you blame
me for this sudden change in the style of my let-
ters? Or do you think it is too soon? When love
speaks other rules vanish. My heart is so full
that I can give no vent to my feelings in these
few minutes. I want to tell you only that my
future is in your hands and that my chief desire
is to devote myself to your happiness.

The whistles are blowing. The sound of steam
calls me to work. I must end my letter; but,
my dear, believe me, my love for you will never
end.

Waiting for your answer, I am,

Yours devotedly,

The Answer. '.

Dear Mr. :

The change of tone in your last letter was so
sudden that I feel it impossible for me to write
anything. I have no doubt of your sincerity,
and I wish you happiness with all my heart, but
I am not sure that I can make you happy. The
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question is a serious one. We do not know each
other. You may not find your ideal in me.
Pardon me for this natural inability to write
any further. I hope I have not occasioned you
suffering in any way. )
‘With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

" The Young Man Invites the Young Woman to
Visit America. '

Dear Mis§ ——:

When sentiments are strong words are too
weak to express them. I cannot describe the
happiness and suffering that I felt after reading
your last letter.

- I am confident that I shall find in you all the
qualities which I admire. In that respect I am
ready to take any “risk.” But I admit that I
was not sufficiently known to you to make a
love proposal. Therefore, in the name of our
sincere friendship and by the kind permission
of your uncle, I send you as a present a checlk
for forty pounds, to be used by you for the ex-
penses of a visit to America. Here, under the
protection of your uncle, you may study your
new environment and the character of the one
who is your devoted admirer. I hope you will
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not' refuse this request of mine. Your freedom
will under no circumstances be impaired. In
case you cannot find your ideal in me, my only
wish will be your happiness and a small place
in your friendship. Your uncle also will write
to you and make arrangements to welcome you.

Yours truly,

Letter to an Early Playmate.

Dear Miss

This letter may seem to you strange and un-
called for. But I feel confident that I shall ob-
tain indulgence in expressing freely the sacred
feelings which I have always cherished for you,
the playmate of my happy childhood. In spite
of so many years’ separation, I have not forgotten
the play or conversations which took place in
those days. During my hard struggles your
memory has been the sweetness of my life; when
doing heavy labor, the remembrance of your in-
nocent smile has brought me relief; and during
my success I have suffered with longing to see
you.
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After much hardship I have succeeded in estab-
lishing an independent business for myself, with
sufficient capital. It has already begun to give
signs of success. But my happiness will be very
far from complete if your presence does not
bring to me the one whom I adored even in
my childhood. Dear Miss —————, in spite of
my trust in your indulgence, I cannot express
myself as freely as I wish. You have always been
my ideal of a companion, and now if you decide
to join your destiny with mine it will be my
ambition to secure your happiness. Your com-
panionship will bring back to me the sunny days
of my childhood. I flatter myself with the be-
lief that the charm of the old days has not van-
ished from your memory and that you will honor
me with a reply.

With best regards,

Yours truly,

To an Early Companion and Playmate.

My dear Emmy:

I use that name because, though you are now.
a woman, I can only think of you as the “little
Emmy” of the many happy days of childhood
that we have spent together. Can you make up
your mind to listen to a very awful confession?
In plain words, I love you as heartily now as ever,
and, if I may judge from our last night’s meet-
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ing after so long a separation, you have not quite
.lost the remembrance of your old playfellow.
But, joking apart, Time has done much for both
of us—for you, in making you all that can be
desired by man as the object of his love and
trust; for me, in enabling me to provide a home
for her who has ever been dearest to me, and
whose image has never faded from my memory
amidst the varied exertions of a hard career.

"~ And now, my dear Emmy, think well whether
you can give me that affection as a woman
which, in your girlhood, was my chiefest delight.
‘We shall meet on: at——'s, and then, perhaps,
my heart may be gladdened by a belief that
“there is something in first loves.”

Eagerly awaiting our meeting, believe me,
_ Your affectionate old playmate and new lover,

From a Gentleman, Proposing a Day for the
Nuptials.
My dear ————:
The happy day to which I have looked forward

as the blissful reward of our mutual constancy
is not far distant, if the proposal I am now about
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to make should meet the approbation of yourself
and parents. It is this: that our nuptial cere-
mony may be performed on the —— of the pres-
ent month, and in the parish church of I
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you soon;
we can then give the subject a lengthened dis-
cussion; if, however, you should wish to write
before we meet, please mention whether the day
I have fixed will suit the convenience of yourself
and family.

Hoping that I may claim shortly the privilege
of signing myself your affectionate husband, 1 am,

: Your sincerest friend,

To an Acquaintance of Long Standing.

My dear Miss ——:

I have so long enjoyed the happiness of being
received as a welcome guest at your respected par-
ents’ house, that I write with the more confidence
on a subject of most serious importance to my
welfare. -

From constantly meeting with you and observ-
ing the thousand acts of amiability and kindness
which adorn your daily life, I have gradually
associated my hopes of future happiness with the
chance of possessing you as their sharer. Believe
me, dear Miss ————, this is no outbreak of
boyish passion, but the hearty and healthy result



T 264 UUrerpyuii8 vBUUyULR

wnnflncdp 3b o wyy vpuughy b nepl) wpgfpebep’
dbp wpuwdwypnffbwls dwupl bpluwp ne gapnga-
Lbg wevncifomuppn Flhuwls dps Vuplyes oubp b np
4["71"".-.:& b yupgubph 'Ll"“.l' I bu zLuuuuC bk np
Jbln Swhofnifd plp fpd Whwpwgph dwupli uppunf
oqhf dhg pd smpdawnffFibpaa neqfpy wygppepp
qnlibyne

Yplw ln.,nllml ’ [uful_['bL dbLE np g pdlp Jblr
vpnply b, k@l bu ufpwpaud skl vyl Gueanngf
dLY Bl pf qreugncillbips gudind dp dfinfusgupd-
newd kb wpinolin  [Ffr s inwp pidf fulig ppp wprup-
ghyne dbp Singuyg wnl s

251"1. mnflr’uumf:&br’_&olr"’l ’

eu2N1, MWSUUBUYL UL USULULLNRG lI.I)-P'I'.ll

b wdbvmnpply p——
uln’_mfl[ul z[[uu', qruy b,ntll [l['llqlll.’ll olnu.ulfl g -
frwnwlopp Jbpfugud bp. puyg appu’l phphpo p
bp gl bwdwl fp—b whagpop bwdwl dp—
whiph® np wyjbo fplad ngPneibly fppl pilibpnc§ bl
[nf s eaj e g 1ary 45:::1:,2[." s lrme[.u nl[out’: 6wfllr phn
fp Jhpgniwd b wupg be wghpe funvnngwlne-
bllzﬂl’lanp'lll;jl afE 4p p:u.!;,: [rf:&[r Jncumpne {u-
dwsp . qpugmd whygnppncfdpein I_buf l”rfuulr U=
pugphys "I-""LE uppinfp shncfdwd ilbll&.lJﬂLP‘bm’lE



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 265

of a long and affectionate study of your disposi-
tion. It is love, founded on esteem; and I feel
persuaded that your knowledge of my own char-
acter will lead you to trace my motives to their
right source.

May I, then, implore you to consult your own
heart, and, should I not have been mistaken in
the happy belief that my feelings are in some
measure reciprocated, to grant me permission to
mention the matter to your parents.

Yours faithfully,

On Receiving a Favorable Answer.

Dearest Miss ———

Words cannot express my delight on finding
your note on my table last night. The toils of the
day were over, and how delightful it was to find
a letter—and such a letter!—from one whom I
may now hope to hail as the companion of my
whole future life! The weight taken off my
mind by the candid and gentle confession of one
whose love seemed too great a happiness to hope
for, is beyond description. To-morrow I shall
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hasten to the presence of her from whom I hope
I may never henceforth be parted; but I could not
retire to rest without making one feeble attempt
to express my delight at finding that hopes so
flattering have not been in vain.
Believe me, dearest,
Your devoted and happy lover,

To the Father of a Lady.

Respected Sir:

I venture to hope that you will call all your
friendly feelings to my assistance in considering
a proposal I am about to lay before you, in which
my happiness is much concerned.

For a long time past your daughter has
held a strong hold over my affections, and I have
reason to believe that I am not indifferent to
her. My position is such as to warrant my belief
that I could support her in the style of comfort
which she so well deserves, and which it has been
your constant aim to provide for your children.
As regards my character and disposition, I trust
they are suﬂ’iclently well known to you to give
you confidence in the prospect of your child’s
‘happiness.

I have not, however, ventured on any express
declaration of my feelings without first consult-
ing you on the subject; as I feel persuaded that
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the straightforward course is always the best, and
that a parent’s sanction will never be wanting
when the circumstances of the case justify its
being accorded.
Anxiously awaiting the result of your consid-
eration on this important subject, I remain, Sir,
Yours very respectfully,

The Answer. )

My dear :

I thank you very much for the manly and hon-
orable way in which you have addressed me in
reference to my daughter’s hand. I have long
since perceived that your attentions to her were
of a marked character, and that they appeared
to give her much pleasure. I know of no reason
for opposing your wishes, and if I may judge
from the manner in which my daughter received
the communication from myself, you will find a
by no means unwilling listener.

Dine with us to-morow at , if you are not
engaged, and you will then have an opportunity
of pleading your own cause. Meanwhile, believe
me, with full confidence in your integrity and
good feeling, _

' Yours most: sincerely,
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Unfavorable on Account of a Pre-engagement.

Dear Sir: . :
" It is always painful to return an unfavorable
answer, but such is unfortunately my task on the
present occasion.

My daughter has for a long time been engaged
to a gentleman whose character and position give
her no cause to regret the tie. At the same time
she duly appreciates the compliment implied by
your preference and unites with me in the sin-
cere wish that, as an esteemed friend, you may
meet with a companion in every way calculated
to ensure your happiness.

Believe me, dear Sir,

Your sincere friend,

To a Young Lady to Whom One Is Engaged.

My dearest ——: ,

If there is one thing which can console me for
my unavoidable absence from your side, it is the
pleasure of being able to pen a few lines to ex-
press, however feebly, my continued and increas-
- ing affection for you. It is, indeed, a painful and
irksome change from our rambles about the
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fields, our evening duets, and our stolen conver-
sations, to a dull routine of mercantile accounts
and the never-ending confusion of business.
Happily, however, my affairs are in a rapid state
of settlement, and I shall soon hope once more
to bask in the sunshine of my Fanny’s sweet
countenance, and to feed my imagination with
thoughts of the happiness her placid and sincere
dispositon will hereafter shed around a home! I
need hardly say how eagerly I watch for the post,
and how I cherish every line that bears the evi-
dence of my dear girl’s affection, and how grate-
fully every sentiment that flows from her pen
is treasured in my memory.

God bless you, dearest , and may you
believe me, with most respectful and affectionate
remembrances to your parents and all friends,

Your ever affectionate and devoted,

1

Complaining of Not Receiving a Letter.

Dear ——

Although temporarily estranged from the de-
lights of your society, I cannot refrain from
hoping that you will enable me to realize some
slender happiness from a more frequent corres-
pondence on your part. Four days have passed
without my receiving a letter from you, and I
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am in painful anxiety lest illness should be the
cause. Pray write quickly, or I shall really feel
inclined to quarrel with you as an idle girl; nay,
I shall absolutely grow jealous, and fancy that
some more favored suitor is undermining the
affections of my dear girl.

But I have no fears. Iknow too well that your
innate goodness of heart would prevent you from
trifling with the feelings of any one; so, hoping
you will take this little scolding in good part,
and relieve the offence by a very long letter as
speedily as your fingers can write it, beheve me,
dear ,

Your affectionate,

To a Lady on Her Birthday.

Dearest Katharine:

How sad it is that I am hindered from being
with you on this dearest of all days of the year—
the day that gave my Katharine to the light, and
that laid the foundation of the greatest happiness
of my life.

‘Words cannot express the deep gratitude I feel
to that Power, which, in granting you life, has
at the same time, year after year, ripened the
graces of the soul as well as developed the out-
ward perfections of the body. As I see you, the
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companion of my childish pains and pleasures,
expanding into the woman who is to share both
with me throughout my future lot, I feel almost
surprised as to how I have deserved such happi-
ness, and gratitude beyond expression to the kind
parents who have encouraged and approved our
affection.

Accept, dearest, the enclosed portrait. I feel
that its original is too deeply stamped on your
heart to require an effigy to remind you of him.
It is, however, the most appropriate present I
could offer to the cause of my happiness on this
brightest of all days.

God grant that every succeeding year may see
you increase in all that is charming in body and
mind! Believe me, dearest Katharine,

Ever yours sincerely,

A Lover’s Quarrel.

My dear : .

It is with pain I write to you in aught that can
seem like a strain of reproach, but I confess that
~ your conduct last night both surprised and vexed
me. Your marked approbation of the attentions
paid to you by was as obvious as your
neglect of myself. Believe me, I am in no way
given to idle jealousy; still less am I selfish or
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unmanly enough to wish to deprive a girl on
whom I have so firmly fixed my affections of any
pleasure to be obtained in good society. But my
peace of mind would be lost forever did I believe
that I have lost one atom of your affection.

Pray write, and assure me that you still pre-
serve your undivided affection for

Your devoted but grieved,

To a Young Lady from a Young Tradesman.

Dear M1:ss

Since I met with you, my mind has been con-
stantly filled with the remembrance of the pleas-
ant moments passed in your society. My business
has been improving of late, and in point of pros-
perity I have much cause to be thankful. But I
feel that there are higher duties in life than can be
fulfilled by man in his single state, and I am
anxious to find a companion for my future life.
Such a companion, dear Miss ———, I venture
to believe I have found in you, and my earnest
hope is, that you may be willing to accept the
affectionate regard of one who, however humble
in his present position, has every desire to elevate
that position for your sake,
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‘Without my attempting to use fine language, or
make a parade of sentiment, I hope you will
receive these lines as conveying the plain and
honest sentiments of one who, in anxious expec-
tation of your reply, remains, dear Miss ——,

Your most devoted servant,

Letter from a Gentleman to a Lady, Offering Her
His Hand.

My dear Miss K——:

It is now nearly a year since I first had the
great and highly appreciated pleasure of being
received at your house on the footing of a friend.
During all that time, I will frankly confess that
one attraction, and later one strong hope has
been drawing me ever to your residence, and I
need scarcely add that your own dear self was the
attraction, the desire of winning your favorable
regard, my hope.

Have I been successful? Has the deep, faith-
ful love that I feel for you any response in your
heart? All my hope of happiness in the future
hangs upon your answer, for mine is not the
fleeting fancy of an hour, but the true, abiding
love that is founded upon respect and esteem,
and has been for months my life dream.
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Your own maidenly dignity has kept your
heart so securely hidden from me that I scarcely
venture-to hope I have a place there, but I feel
that I cannot endure suspense any longer, and
so write to win or lose all.

If you will be my wife, it will be the pride of
my life to try to shield you from all sorrow, and
to give you all the happiness that a tender, loving
husband can bestow upon his first and only love.

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am, with
respect and devotion,

Yours faithfully,

Favorable Reply to the Foregoing.

My dear Mr.

Your kind and manly letter opens my eyes to
- the fact that what I believed to be only a warm
friendship is a stronger feeling. I see that it
would be a pain to me to lose your visits and
presence, and that such love as you promise your
wife would make me very happy. You see that
I answer you frankly, deeming it wrong to trifle
with such affection as you offer to me.
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‘1 have shown your letter to my parents, and
they desire me to say that they will be pleased to
have you call this evening to see them.

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours truly,

From a Gentleman to a Lady with Whom He
Is in Love.

My dear Miss ————:

I have three times attempted to give you a.
verbal relation of the contents of this letter; but
my heart has as often failed. I know not in
what light it may be considered, only if I can
form any notion of my own heart from the im-
pression made on it by your many amiable
accomplishments, my happiness in this world
_ will, in a great measure, depend on your answer.
I am not precipitate, dear Miss —————, nor
would I desire your hand if your heart did not
accompany it. My circumstances are independ-
ent, and my character is unblemished, of which
you shall have the most undoubted proof. You
have already seen some of my relatives at your
aunt’s in Richmond street, particularly my
mother, with whom I now live. Your aunt will
inform you concerning our family, and if it is
to your satisfaction, I shall not only consider my-
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self extremely happy, but shall also make it the
principal study of my future life to make happy
one whom I do prefer to all others in the world.
I shall wait for your answer with the utmost
impatience.

Your true admirer,

From a Gentleman to a Lady, Declaring His
Love.
Dayton, O.,
Sept. 29, 19—.
My dear Miss ————:

Ever since the day I was introduced to you
my mind has been so filled with the one idea of
yourself, and my whole soul so absorbed by the
passion of love, that my thoughts have been com-
pletely distracted from my daily pursuits. Doubt,
fear, delight, and a thousand other emotions
have successively agitated me, and all my efforts
to suppress or stifle these feelings have been vain.
Being no longer able to resist their impulse, I
crave your pardon for the liberty I take in ad-
dressing you. My dear Miss ——, you alone
are the cause of my unhappiness, and must be-
come the arbiter of my fate, for I shall be the
happiest or most miserable of beings according
as you reciprocate or reject my love. But I
cannot entertain the sad foreboding that a heart
of so much tenderness and purity as yours will
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ever consign my prospects of future felicity to
utter annihilation. Oh! how ardently do I long
for one sentence to calm my troubled mind; and
it is in your power, my dear, to give the magic
utterance. Bestow but a slender ray of hope,
and it will relieve me from a state of inexpress-
ible anxiety; if you do not love me, say at least
that you do not hate me. Anxiously and im-
patiently shall I look for your reply, and, trust-
ing you will excuse this rhapsody, for I am in
such a state that I can scarcely form one sane
reflection, I remain, my dear Miss Rogers,

Your faithful and devoted lover,

A Favorablé Reply.

Dear Sir:

I was not a little surprised at the tenor of your
letter yesterday, and, while I am deeply sensible
of the ardor and earnestness of your passion, I
think your acquaintance with me is so slight
that it is possible a closer intimacy might pro-
duce an alteration or modification of your senti-
ments. Be that as it may, however, I give you
credit for honor and sincerity in the too flatter-
ing complement given by the declaration of
your feelings; and as your attentions on the
evening we first met have left a not unpleasing
impression on me, there will, so far as my own
wishes are concerned, be no obstacles thrown
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in the way of a more familiar intercourse. I
mention this with the reservation that my guar-
dians approve of our meeting in society. As
I propose taking an early opportunity of ac-
quainting my mamma of your professions of
attachment, you shall hear again from me
shortly; but, until you do, please make no reply
to this, as further correspondence might com-
promise me in the estimation of my parents,
without attaining the object you have in view.
I remain, dear sir,

Yours, with respect,

Explaining an Apparent Slight.

My dearest Edna:

I am much grieved that you should think me
capable of wavering in my affection toward you
or wilfully inflicting a slight upon one in whom
my whole hope of earthly happiness is centered.
Believe me, my attentions to Miss Bowen were
never intended for anything more than common
courtesy. My long and intimate acquaintance
with her brother, and my knowledge of her
amiable character, as well as the circumstance
of her being a comparative stranger to the
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Greens, were my sole reasons for paying more
attention to her than I might otherwise have
done. ’

Pray rest confident in the belief that my affec-
tion for you is as unchanging as my regret is
great that I should ever have given you cause
to doubt it, and believe me, dearest Edna,

Yours, ever sincerely and devotedly,

A Passionate Declaration from a Young Man"
to a Young Lady.

Dear ———:

The sentiments you have given birth to, in my
heart, by those graces which make you seem in
my eyes a divine being, are of such a nature
that I seek in vain for adequate’expressions to
depict them. Since I have had the happiness of
seeing you, the words I would speak to you die
upon my lips. When you speak the sound of
your voice vibrates to the depths of my soul,
and so, when I admire the charms with which
" nature has endowed you, a secret sorrow agitates
my senses, and I know not where I am. When
you are absent the place you have embellished
seems desolate, and that which had seemed a
paradise with you is changed into a frightful
desert. However, love, to console me, gives me
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often in my dreams the joy of seeing you, and
the rapture of pressing you to my heart. But
it is to the reality of these pleasures that my soul
aspires. When, O best beloved, shall I enjoy
such happiness? Answer me.

Your devoted admirer,

From a Gentleman to a Lady, Proposing
Marriage.

Dayton, Ohio, April 2, 19—,
Dear Miss Breen:

Ever since I have had the happiness of becom-
ing acquainted with you, the thought of your
charms and accomplishments has been con-
tinually present in my mind, and though I dread
the possibility of my suit being rejected, I can
no longer conceal the passion which has preyed
on my spirits these few months past. My heart
is wholly yours. With it I now -frankly offer
you my hand; and should you make me the
happiest of mortals by a frank acceptance of it,
my utmost endeavor will be to make your life
agreeable and happy. I believe you have some
relatives who can give you all the necessary
information concerning my character and cir-
cumstances, and the respectability of my family.
It is now three years since I have been settled
in business, my success being far beyond my own
expectations; and, having a prospect of continued
prosperity, I ardently long for a genial companion
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to share its fruits and impart to my home that

unfading charm which your delightful presence

would give, Let me entreat for my proposal

your kindest consideration. Rquesting the favor

of an early reply, I remain, dear Miss Breen,
Yours sincerely and devotedly,

The Lady’s Reply, Favorable.
.Tuesday, Apirl 5, 19—,
Dear Mr. James: ' ‘

I have just read your kind and very flatter-
ing letter, and, believe me, it has so upset me
that I scarcely know how or what to reply. You
cannot but have observed that the favorable im-
pressions I received on the night of our first
meeting have gradually deepened as our intimacy
has matured, and it would be false modesty in me
to disclaim a feeling of sincerest and most affec-
tionate regard for you, after such undoubted
proofs of your attachment. I think I need say
no more than that your proposals, if made in
proper form to my parents, will find a warm and
not uninterested advocate in one to whom the
acceptance of them will be happiness—their
rejection a misfortune.

Excuse the brevity of this letter, for I cannot
trust myself to say more than that I am

Yours affectionately,
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To the Young Lady’s Father.

Dear Sir:

I trust you will not consider my conduct rash
or presumptuous, or wanting in respect to your-
self and family, when I explain my object in
addressing you at this time, and as the matter
is one which very nearly concerns my happi-
ness, let me request your kind attention and
forbearance. ‘

Having had the pleasure of meeting your
daughter, Miss May, frequently at the house of
Mrs. S———, I have been so impressed with her
amiability of disposition, her lady-like manners
and atcomplishments, that my feelings of friend-
ship have ripened into sincere and honorable
attachment. I presume that my character and
position in society are so well known to Miss May
‘that I may be spared the disagreeable egotism of
referring to them more minutely.

As regards my worldly circumstances, my
income from an established and prosperous
business is, I believe, amply sufficient to meet the
expenses of housekeeping and a family in a com-
fortable style.

In conclusion, I have the highest satisfaction
in assuring you that my affection for your daugh-
ter is reciprocated; and, should yourself and Mrs.
Breen sanction my proposals, I shall ever esteem
it a privilege, as well as a duty, to promote your
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daughter’s happiness, thereby doubly securing
my own.
An early reply will greatly oblige,
Yours, very respectfully,

Father’s Reply, Favorable.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of April 8 and,
in reply, I would say that although neither Mrs.
Breen nor myself would offer opposition to our
daughter’s choice in affairs of the heart, unless
we apprehended ill consequences therefrom, a
sense of parental duty requires prudent delibera-
tion on our part before returning a decisive
answer to your communication. May’s acquaint-
ance with you must be so slight that we should
wish to make some necessary inquiries. There
can be no doubt, from the candor and honor
apparent in your letter, that the result will be
satisfactory. You may expect to hear from us
again in the course of the week.

Meantime, on behalf of Mrs. Breen and myself,
I remain, :

)

Yours faithfully,
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From a. Soldier.

Dear

At length the dreaded time has arrived which
is to separate us, perhaps forever. God grant
it may not be so, but a soldier’s life, my dear
Mary, is very uncertain and precarious. But
believe me, amidst every danger and dlﬁiculty
of my career, I shall ever think fondly of our
acquaintance, and hope that a time may come
when peace shall be restored, and when we shall
be united as man and wife.
God bless you, my dear Mary. Believe me,

Your devoted lover,

Robert Burns to Miss E.

Lochlea, 1783.

My Dear E.:

I verily believe, my dear E., that the pure,'
genuine feelings of love are as rare in the world
as the pure, genuine principles of virtue and
piety. This I hope will account for the uncom-
mon style of all my letters to you. By uncom-
mon, I mean their being written in such a serious
manner, which, to tell you truth, has made me
often afraid lest you should take me for some
zealous bigot, who conversed with his mistress
as he would converse with his minister. I don’t
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know how it is, my dear, for though, except
your company, there is nothing on earth gives
me so much pleasure as writing to you, yet it
never gives me those giddy raptures so much,
talked of among lovers. I have often thought
that if a well-grounded affection be not really
a part of virtue, ’tis something extremely akin
to it. Whenever the thought of my E. warms
my heart, every feeling of humanity, every prin-
ciple of generosity kindles in my breast. It ex-
tinguishes every dirty spark of malice and envy
which are but too apt to infest me. I grasp
every creature in the arms of universal benevo-
lence, and equally participate in the pleasures
of the happy, and sympathize with the miseries
.of the unfortunate. I assure you, my dear, I
often look up to the Divine Disposer of events
with an eye of gratitude for the blessing which
I hope he intends to bestow on me in bestowing
you. I sincerely wish that he may bless my
endeavors to make your life as comfortable and
happy as possible, both in sweetening the rougher
parts of my natural temper, and bettering the
unkindly circumstances of my fortune. This,
my-dear, is a passion, at least in my view, worthy
of a man, and I will add worthy of a Christian.
The sordid earthworm may profess love to a
woman’s person, whilst in reality his affection
is centered in her pocket; and the slavish drudge



306 UUTLrpyuiU8 wUUuyivk

bwgwd b whnp puwlpl zf[;!x Uinpluwpuwp  w)p pow-
mnlnels I flusgbu dpne Sp dwufls §f publip | fEhp
Wewplumduplhd  wygupup  fulqgl guqugup Jp
ru.bbfnuL wyls wknfy dwapl’ op pblhbkpocfdbwl bp.
zminlllu_plu.ila ulnuulllrl_:u_ II”L'"“"& E: ”qn{ufbl_[r
vunnwluwbkp . bhd Nuwfuutdfpp Ir,nlmblpu.ﬂ'lﬂuza
mbn’og‘ np ulJrl.nl['u[r afmm&bl_mlllipul an[nflt hos
Quppbd pd wppbyp pllbpncSpfo Sk s
Nr.9.

hed upplyfp b-,

QL ypikp bpphp, fbp SwloffnefFlwlh ph-
Bugept db9, pnt. fupdppy (uwd ppjug oppade-
prcfFlbwl Lwupl’ Sbp puvwlupgp wbidwlig LEP :
npnlg ubkpp fpuljusbo whdp Gudwp

Pll bu plupu, piisybo goe e gfnko, wh -
pwly vppwlup Jpl By pouyy poalif wuinkGue [F el
nlbfild g punbyne neppilibpp® np pUuddl punn webyp
fm,lulllllllb rl.lu[quu[r [uful.[l[ﬁllllnu_ "'tz' Jmfm[u
[ :lllq:unlm[nn_plnuil wpppchpnd b np woebp-
dwupaenfply 3§ s



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 307

may go a-wooing as he goes to the horse market
to choose one who is stout and firm, and as we
may say of an old horse, one who will be a good
drudge and draw kindly. I disdain their dirty,
puny ideas. I would be heartily out of humor
with myself if I thought I were capable of hav-
ing so poor a notion of the sex, which were de-
signed to crown the pleasures of society. Poor
devils! I dom’t envy them their happiness who
have such notions. For my part, I propose quite
other pleasures with my dear partner.
Robert Burns.

Lochlea, 1783.

Dear Miss ————:

I do not remember, in the course of your ac-
quaintance and mine, ever to have heard your
opinion on the ordinary way of falling in love,
amongst people of our station of life: I do not
mean the persons who proceed in the way of
bargain, but those whose affection is really
placed on the person.

Though I be, as you know very well, but a
very awkward lover myself, yet as I have some
opportunities of observing the conduct of others
who are much better skilled in the affair of
courtship than I am, I often think it is owing
to Iucky chance more than to good management,
that there are not more unhappy marriages than
usually are.
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It is natural for a young fellow to like the
acquaintance of the females, and customary for
him to keep their company when occasion serves:
some one of them is more agreeable to him than
the rest; there is something, he knows not what,
pleases him, he knows not how, in her company.
This I take to be what is called love with the
greater part of us; and I must own, dear E., it
is a hard game, such a one as you have to play
when you meet with such a lover. You cannot
refuse but he is sincere, and yet though you
use him ever so favorably, perhaps in a few
months, or at farthest in a year or two, the
same unaccountable fancy may make him as
distractedly fond of another, whilst you are
quite forgot. I am aware that perhaps the
next time I have the pleasure of seeing you, you
may bid me take my own lesson home, and tell
me that the*passion I have professed for you
is perhaps one of those transient flashes I have
been describing; but I hope, my dear E., you
will do me the justice to believe me, when I
assure you that the love I have for you is founded
on the sacred principles of virtue and honor,
and by consequence so long as you continue
possessed of those amiable qualities which first

inspired my passion for you, so long must I
continue to love you. Believe me, my dear, it
is love like this alone which can render the mar-
riage state happy. People may talk of flames
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and raptures as long as they please, and a warm
fancy, with a flow of youthful spirits, may make
them feel something like what they describe;

but sure I am the nobler faculties of mind, with
kindred feelings of the heart, can only be the
foundation of friendship, and it has always been
my opinion that the married life was only friend-
ship in a more exalted degree. If you will be
so good as to grant my wishes, and it should
please Providence to spare us to the latest period
of life, I can look forward and see that even
then, though bent down with wrinkled age: even
then, when all other worldly circumstances will
be indifferent to me, I will regard my E. with
the tenderest affection, and for this plain reason,
because she is still possessed of those noble qual-
ities, improved to a much higher degree, which
first inspired my affection for her.

“O! happy state when souls each other draw,
When love is liberty and nature law.”

I know were I to speak in such a style to
many a girl, who thinks herself possessed of
no small share of sense, she would think it
ridiculous; but the language of the heart is, my
dear E., the only courtship I shall ever use to
you.
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When I look over what I have written, I am
sensible it is vastly different from the ordinary
style of courtship, but I shall make no apology
—I know your good nature will excuse what
your good sense may see amiss.

Robert Burns.

A Letter_of Lord Byron’s.

My dearest Caroline:

If the tears, which you saw, and know I
am not apt to shed; if the agitation in which
I parted from you—agitation which you must
have perceived through the whole of this nerv- '
ous affair—did not commence till the moment
of leaving you approached; if all I have said
and done, and am still but too ready to say and
do, have not sufficiently proved what my feel-
ings are, and must ever be, towards you, my
love, I have no other proof to offer.

God knows I never knew -till this moment the
madness of my dear dearest and most beloved
friend. I cannot express myself, this is no time
for words—but I shall have a pride, a melan-
choly pleasure, in suffering what you yourself
can scarcely conceive, for you do not know me.

I am about to go out with a heavy heart, for
my appearing this evening will stop any absurd
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story to which the events of the day might give
rise. Do you think now I am cold and stern
and wilful? Will ever others think so? Will
your mother ever? The mother to whom we
must indeed sacrifice much more, much more
on my part than she shall ever know, or can
imagine.

“Promise not to love you?” Ah; Caroline, it
is past promising! But I shall attribute all con-
cessions to the proper motive, and never ceasé
to feel all that you have already witnessed, and
more than ever can be known, but to my own
heart—perhaps to yours. May God forgive, pro-
tect, and bless you ever and ever, more than

ever.
Your most attached
Byron.

P.S.—These taunts have driven you to this,
my dearest Caroline, and were it not for your
mother, and the kindness of your connections,
is there anything in heaven or earth that would
have made me so happy as to have made you
mine long ago? And not less now than then,
but more than ever at this time.

God knows I wish you happy, and when I
quit you, or rather you, from a sense of duty
to your mother, quit me, you shall acknowledge
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the truth of what I again promise and vow, that
no other, in word or deed, shall ever hold the
place in my affections which is and shall be
sacred to you till I am nothing. You know I
would with pleasure give up all here or beyond
the grave for you, and in refraining from this
must my motives be misunderstood?

I care not who knows this, what use is made
of it—it is to you and to you only, yourself. I
was, and am yours, freely and entirely, to obey,
to honor, love, and fly with you, when, where,

- and how yourself might and may determine,
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Wedding Invitation

- Me. and MWrs. Sackis Simonian

request the honor of your presence at the

marriage of their daughter

Margaret

tn
Mr. Nishan Kenorkian

on MWednesday evening, January seventh
nineteen hundeed and fourteen

at six thicty o’clock
America Hall, 724 Washington St.

Boston, Massachusetts

At home January fifth
Brookline St., Boston
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The honor of your presence is
requested at the marriage ceremony
of )

"Keuork Samuelian

To

Miss Sicanonsh Parenian

on Thursday evening, Fifteenth of
January, Nineteen hundred and four-
teen, at eight o'clock

The Hicat Baptist Chucch
Dorchester, Massachusetts

At home

Broadway and Cross St.
Somerville, Mass.
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BUSINESS LETTERS.

Advising a Youth to Stick to His Trade.

Dear Malcolm:

Your letter of April 24 reached me two days
ago, but, not wishing to answer it hastily, I have
delayed writing until to-day.

You write that Mr. D. offers to take you into
Ris store, at higher wages than you are now
receiving, and to arrange with your present em-
ployers to cancel your indentures, but that you
like your trade and feel an interest in becoming
master of it.

My advice, which you say you sincerely desire
to have, would be by all means to continue in
your present employment. You will acquire a
good trade that will always afford you the means
of gaining a livelihood, and you will at the same
time attain steadiness and perseverance. I think
it is the worst of all things in business, for a
young man to fly from one pursuit to another,
half learning a great variety of professions and
trades, and mastering none thoroughly. He thus
acquires restless, discontented ideas, habits of
irregularity, and generally ends by being good
for nothing at all.

At Mr. D.’s you would occupy a very pleasant
position, but you would learn nothing, and in a
few months might be out of a situation, and
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forced to begin anew, with perhaps a loss of
much that you have already learned.

I think it better for you, in every way, to ’
steadily pursue your chosen trade until you have
mastered it. ’

Hoping to hear from you again very soon, I
am, as ever,

Your affectionate cousin,

Choice of Employment.

Dear Madam:

The request you make for my advice concern-
ing your son’s future employment is a very flat-
tering one, and 1 wish I were more capable of
answering it.

As no man can do work well that he does
not do with all his heart, let me ask, has your
son business or professional tastes? If he wishes
to be a lawyer or physician, do not try to make
a merchant of him. From your letter I take
it that he has a taste for trade; if so, give
him the opportunity he desires, and he will be,
" I trust, a credit to you.

If he were a little younger, he should begin
as office boy, no matter what business he chooses.
In this way he would learn all the details of
business life, and by close observation and atten-
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tion, discover many things that would be of great
advantage to him later in his career. As he is
too old for this, let him take a clerkship for a
year or more, even if you have money to start
him in business, as it is well for a man to serve
a good house until he has made himself thor-
oughly acquainted with all the details of the busi-
ness. He makes many friends in this way, and
" becomes acquainted with the best systems and
most advantageous localities, and learns in his
own clerkship the qualities necessary to a suc-
cessful merchant. '

In selecting a business in which to place your
son, you must be guided by the opportunitics
at hand. In general, a wholesale house is to be
preferred to a retail establishment, and one deal-
ing in staple commodities to one dependent on
the whims or fashions of the day. Locality,
capital, and prospect of advancement must also
be carefully considered. To you, immediate
salary should be a matter of indifference.

When started in business for himself, let your
son observe these principles:

Politeness to customers.

Prompt delivery of goods.
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Goods sold for what they are.

Fixed prices.

Cash dealings when practicable.

Short credit, both in buying and selling.

Politeness, but firmness, in collecting accounts.

Following these rules of action, and bearing in
mind that truthfulness, promptness, and polite-
ness are three of the most necessary qualities
required for -any business, your son may in time
attain the highest mercantile success.

Hoping most heartily that such will prove the
case, I remain :
Respectfully yours,

Application for an Office Boy’s Position.

Sir: . ,

I respectfully apply for the position advertised
in the Herald of this morning. I am sixteen
years old, and reside with my parents at No.
1246 Washington Street. Until now I have
attended the public school, and I send you a cer-
tificate of character from my late teacher. I
am willing to accept small wages if there is good
opportunity to acquire business knowledge and
a chance of gradual advancement.

Very respectfully,
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An Application for a Position of Hotel Clerk.

Sir:

In answer to your advertisement in to-day’s
Herald, I would state that I am thirty-six years
of age, unmarried, and have had considerable
experience in the hotel business. I am now en-
gaged at the Pequot House, near this town, and
inclose a testimonial from the proprietor. I
wish to leave because, owing to the dullness of
the season, the proprietor cannot pay me what
I think I should receive. As you ask that the
salary desired should be stated, I will say that
my terms are $75 a month, with board, of
course. I send you recommendations from other
places where I have been engaged, and would
specially refer you to Mr. S. of Cambridge, who
is well acquainted with me, and can give you
any further information you may desire.

Yours, very truly,

The Superintendent of
Shoe Factory,
Salem, Mass.

Dear Sir:

I read your advertisement for lasters in the
Boston Globe this morning, and I respectfully
submit this application for a position. I have
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had four years’ experience in that line of work.
I refer you to Mr. ————— of Douglas Co.,
Brockton, Mass.; who is well acquainted both
with my character and with the quality of my
work.
Hoping for a favorable answer, I am,
Yours respectfully,

An Offer -to Open an Account.

Messrs. Rawlins & Smith, Boston, Mass.

Gentlemen:

I have lately opened a hardware store in this
place, and as I am not yet fully stocked, I pro-
pose opening an account with your house, if
agreeable to you. I refer you to Messrs. Jones &
~ Ralph, of your city, with whom I have had deal-
ings in the past, and also to Messrs. Matthews,
Wilson ‘& Co., of this city, who are well ac-
quainted with my financial standing, and with
whom I believe you correspond. Should the
information you may receive from them prove
satisfactory, please inform me to that effect, and
I will at once forward an order for what goods
I require at present.

Very respectfully,
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A Letter Complaining of the Quality of Goods.

Dear Sir:

I am very sorry to be compelled to complain
that the last bill of goods received from you is
not equal to the samples sent. I have never
before had occasion to complain, and I am dis-
posed to think there has been some mistake,
which no doubt you will be ready to correct.
The goods you have sent are really of no use
to me; I should harm my reputation by endeav-
oring to sell them to my customers at any price.
You will oblige me by giving immediate attention
to this matter.

Yours truly,

Relating to the Payment of a Mortgage.

Dear Sir:

The note for $2,500, for the security of which
you hold a mortgage deed on my house and lot,
No 12 Scranton Street, is payable on the first
of next month. After that date I understand
that you can, if you choose, at once bring suit
for foreclosure. It is not in my power to raise
the sum necessary to discharge the debt, and I
should be greatly obliged for information as to
your#intentions on the subject. As you know, I
have always paid the interest regularly, and I
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enclose herewith a check for the last quarter
($37.50) payable to your order. You are prob-
ably aware that I have a small but regular in-
come and am certain to keep up the interest.
Under these circumstances I have great hopes
that you will allow matters to stand as they are
at the present.
Yours respectfully,

Threatening Law Proceedings.

Main St., Buffalo, July 12, 1913.
Mr. G. F,,
Canal St.

Dear Sir:

" I have waited patiently for three months to
receive payment of your bill for groceries and
provisions purchased of me. The last item was
bought February 10, and it is now the middle
of July. The bill has been sent to you several
times, but has met with no response. I am
obliged to inform you that if payment is not made
before the first of next month, I shall put the
account into the hands of an attorney for col-
lection.

Yours sincerely,




346 LTerryl.iu8 vUUuyULk
U mrjmqpr

Vi . Mopgbwl b flpgpe
Ve Gope Rusqup s
Bwpabp Skwpe,
bulifpls wmuy dpligh Splg Swppep may Epp ($500.00)
ellupng ppp  wnbbind pappatinlug pp dp pugly
tfbr ll"lll., q:::,.f uunhil" .I'E ll‘mﬂb’d: Lb’ln{nu& qE
U&b-" Jliq_ 9% . ']m’ul.[nllnnfaﬁ uuulluuq.,uu_P'[u.bE:
Qbpy wilbgqdopkh ,
Llnk 4:.4_"['&5."’4
(W Depplebatp wpmpappafi-te)

QUGPR RULULNAR UNURULY UL

Buipg by p Skwpe ,

Up [dqpbhe np Juplule pe dp pulae .
”’L" q.:u_lfm[l np 4"'1""" """Ltl'ﬂ ($10m) Lnlf:,-
Lbpne wpuyydling , fliqgpl dbLE Gulbglkp jubdbby
ﬁ[plﬂ: L mf:,f:b‘l_ lfbp Cm‘»_ln.[ﬁax

25("1‘ uﬁa&litl_&o"tb

USPruvR USUSLELNR SUUT UL

Bupg by p Skupe

Lb['l["y"ll" Jlii[r qE Jmfuff:lnf f:[u.pblnn. ,wfnl[
dp npnlyg s lefl:gte Qbp Uncwmgugnb gp-
bpp gngg sy b mlnLlillmgbﬁL b whaligdt npalp
uluun[nlnun[' Ill.il[le' be l'[li-ulllﬁ wnkl &'mujlt
§uyfFuyfd by Hrwgudibpp plwgilipng lwbe dbp
uninpulpals wyouydwhiibpp s



ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 3847

A Letter of Credit.
Messrs. Keorkian & Sons,
Gentlemen:

Please give the bearer, Krikor Sarkisian, a
cash credit to the extent of $500, taking his re-
ceipt for the amount required and drawing on
us at short sight for your advances. 1 enclose
Mr. Sarkisian’s signature.

Yours truly,
Leon Hourikian.
(Mr. Sarkisian’s Signature)

Proposing to Open an Account
Gentlemen:

We beg to open a credit account with you in
favor of Mr. A. H., who will hand you this. Any
sums he may require, not to exceed one thousand
dollars ($1,000) in the aggregate, you will please
advance to him, charging the amount to our
account. .
Yours truly,

Preparing to Order Goods.
Gentlemen:

We herewith send you a list of articles, for
which you will please favor us with your lowest
quotations, informing us at the same time which
of them you keep on hand, and the necessary time
required for filling an order for such of the others
as we may require, together with your customary
terms. ‘ Respectfully,
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Ordering Goods.

Gentlemen:

We have your letter of June 1, with prices
and terms of settlement, for which prompt
send an order herewith, relying upon you to sup-
ply us with none but first-class articles.

The items I have checked, you will perceive,
are those distinguished in your list as being al-
ways in stock and ready to hand. These you
will please forward immediately; the others as
soon as procurable. _

Should there have been improvements upon
any of the articles, please advise us without delay,
holding this order subject to our reply. In the
meanwhile, we remain, gentlemen,

Yours respectfully,

Complaint—A Delay in Goods.

Dear Sir:

On December 16 I sent you an urgent letter,
ordering in haste the inclosed list of articles,
‘which up to date I have not received; neither
have you advised me of the reason for delaying
shipment.

This delay has annoyed me greatly, necessi-
tating the purchase in the market from time to
time of such articles in the list as I needed, at



350 WUrsrr4uiu8 vhUuvylvh

wnwhg swlp , npumbogp juwfunpyibpu jncowfuwp
spubd s

wyq dwopl s GRE wopuwlpubpp siwulipl dflighe
’lq‘”mbL‘

Qbpy yupywbeny,

»

QUGPR RULULNR UNURULY

Bwpgbp Spwre,

Qbp wwh (b whnlLnpwljul Jupupbpnd b
bwumnunnk;  pufiplynd , Gp plgpblp gqpbbpac
gmf_aq dp gphl; b pdwghlb; dbp S speleusts upuyy-
dutiubpp s

Ubp gopdp wpuwqopkl fwlf b dfblp fof plulyp
Guwsynd Jbhp ghpphl wpmolinwd Ekhp kUL fuli-
ll.llb’Llll. np nflllr nfwu[ﬁ: lengflte Cbmlz.hml_illr,nnjl-
Vip . bupuyl; Ve L L'bq y dbp pupgupll, be
Yp - zuu['e[ﬂ:u (/3 I‘L'flmqﬂnl, ublwfluu.n"blrl- , Jblr
puquphli s

Bneuwiny &buk sncennyd quby, 4p Pl p

Qbpy wihbqdoptt,




ARMENO-AMERICAN LETTER WRITER 351

advanced figures, which were redisposed *of at
cost rather than disappoint my customers.

This treatment is not that of my usual experi-
ence with you, and I desire an explanation. If
the goods are not here by January 26, you will
please consider the order cancelled.

Yours respectfully,

Proposing to Open an Account. -

Gentlemen:

As we are desirous of opening business rela-
tions with your house, we shall ask you to
transmit a list of prices, statmg your terms of
settlement.

Business increases rapidly, and we are in a
position, with our facilities, for handling a large
quantity of your style of goods. As to our stand-
ing, we are permitted to refer to Messrs. Israel
Knapp & Co., of our city, and Messrs. Hopkins
& Lathers, bankers, of your own.

Hoping to hear from you at an early date, we
remain, gentlemen,

Yours truly,
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Complaint—Inferior Goods.

Gentlemen:

We are reluctantly compelled to express our
surprise and disappointment at finding the goods
contained in your last shipment so unsatisfactory.
Upon examination we discover them to be so
inferior that we are disinclined to offer them
to our customers. This causes annoyance, and,
at this busy time, great inconvenience. Although
our confidence in your house remains unshaken
by this last transaction, we are, notwithstanding,
under the necessity of notifying you, that unless
you can replace the invoice with goods of a su-
perior class, we must cease all correspondence
for the future. Asking for an immediate reply,
and, in the meantime, holding the goods subject
to your order, we remain, gentlemen,

Respectfully yours,

From a Man Commencing Business, to a Whole-
sale House, with an Order for Goods.

Gentlemen:

I have established myself in business here with
every prospect of success, and I desire to open
an account with your house, hoping it will be
to our mutual advantage. With this in view I in-
close an order, to be filled with the least possible
delay and on your lowest terms, for which I will
thank you. As this is a first transaction, upon
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receipt of the invoice less the discount for cash,
I shall remit a sight draft on a bank in your city
for the amount.
Referring you to Messrs. E. & Co., of this place,
I am, gentlemen,
Yours respectfully,

Short Introductions.

Dear Sir:

Allow me the pleasure of introducing the
bearer, Mr. Hagor Krikorian, of Boston, Mass.,
for whom I ask your friendly offices.

Yours truly,
Robert Chambers.

Dear Sir: :

Allow me the pleasure of introducing the
bearer, Mr. Y. Loucinian, of St. Louis. Having
known him intimately for many years, I can
freely vouch for him in every way, and I would

. respectfully request that you offer him such at-

tention as may be in your power to bestow, should
he enter into business relations with you. I rely
upon your quoting him your most favorable
terms. With great respect, I am,
Yours truly,
Lewis Mills.
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