THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES

SUSPENSION or DIPLOMATIO AC-
TION.

The European Powers Coysidering
‘What Action Shall Be Taken Under
the Berlin Treaty—President Oleve-
land's Course Approyed.

Vimxna, December 10.—All foreign diplo-
matic action at Constantinople has been sus-
pended in q! of the h of
views which, on the Initiative of Great Britain,
is proceeding between the Berlin treaty powers
with the view of taking joint action on the
Armenian question,

The Porte is very anxious at this new turn
of affairs. The Turkish ministry, assisted by
KEjamll, S8aid, and Chakir Pashas, sat conti-
puously from noon on Saturday, and was still
in session at noon yesterday.

Loxpoy, December 10.—A despatch to the
Chronicls from Rome eays that Italy is in full
Bgreement with Great Britain and is ready to
consent to European {ntervention in Armenia,

Cmcago, December 10.—A mass-meeting of
citizens was held at Central Music Hall last
hight, under the auspices of the local Arme-
nian Soclety, to protest against the récent Ar-
menian outrages. H. H. Higinbotham, presi-
dent of the World’s Fair, presided. Among
the speakers were M. M. Mangasarian, Dr. B,
G. Hirech, Judge Waterman, Mrs. Mary
Holmes, and o U S W ol

were ad d di the
action of President Cleveland in inting a
representative of the country to act independ-
ently in the of i igation, and

calling upon Congress and the President to

{ PR e R bt Seliat %
speedy juetice all who are proved to be in any
‘way sible for the “intolerable aggres-
:hms upon the rights of our common human.
ty,”

YIEWS OF A FORMER COONSUIL~
GENERAL AT SYRIA.

The O of Such M

Need of Outside Military Pr A

Speaking to-day of the reported massacre of
A i . A Joh who was
American consul-general in Syria from 1858 to
1870, said :

“This news may well be true, for there have
been wholesal of Christi on
Turkish territory periodically during the last
four turl Eastern Christi A
one for each ion, and I have
heard people in the Island of Cyprus, in Syria,
and elsewhere speak of their births and of the
oceurrence of other events by reference to the
{ast massacre, from which they date,

“ The two factors most active in producing
these massacres are the latent Moslem fanati-
¢ism, ready to burst forth on slight provoca-
tion, and the traditional administrative policy
©of the Turkish government in holding captive
faces in its Christian provinces with small

rrisons of troops throughout its vast domain.

Divide and govern’.is the key-note of this
policy,which is carried into effect by pitting one
hostile tribe against another and thus weaken-
ing both, and siding first with one and then
with the other, wh a ds P
to revolt against the tax.gatherer or other
agent of the government. In stirring up
this iInternecine strife, the flres lighted
by the infstrati torch A
Tage beyond governmental  econtrol,
for the Turkish army, composed of Moslems
only, generally joins with the fanatics. Euro-
pean military tion is then al d. s
to arrest the rage for Christian destruction or
gubmission to Turkish rule, It thus happens,
tithout any direct instructions on the part of
th tral g t, that ocour
through local exaggerations of the poliey I
have already indicated.

% Amerl iti should be gratified that
our g t has sent a nised who
15 well qualified to investigate the causes and
the extent of the Moslem atrocities in Arme-
pia. Given the consent of the Ottoman govern-
ment, there was no reason why President
Cleveland should delay such action. And there
geems to be no good reason why the American
investigator ghould not unite with the Turkish
#and European commissioners in sifting the

id and attaching his signature to the
proods verbal of each day’s proceedings. Other-
‘wise there is danger of counter reports, which
may throw doubt upon the statements of each.
To seoure united action on the part of the five
great powers of Europe, which, under the

ty of Berlin, have guaranteed anew the in-
tegrity of the Ottoman Empire, there ¢
be imity in the reported t of facts.
¢ Assuming that the alleged massacre of
several thousand Christian men and women by
Turks and Kurds is based on facts, now admit-
ted to be substantially true by the London
Times, we need not wait for the official re
o5 to details before giving expression on
part of the American people, through ita au.
thorized




hroughout Christendom. -y
“Asan American citizen familiar with the tra-
litions of our own government under the Mon-
0e doctrine of non-intervention, and with the
political status of Turkey in respect to Euro-
pean treaties and the great question of ‘balance
f power,’ I am willing, under existing circum-
stances, that our government in the Interests
humanity, should go to the utmost exi
anthorized by the Sultan and the great pow
of Europe in ing a basis of adj it
of the Armenian question, for the following
reasons: (1.) Judging from the history of
the previous massacres in Syria in 1860, and
later in Bulgaria, an army of occupation in
the disturbed district will be required to
hold im check that Moslem fanati-
cism which, once aroused, cannot “
be restrained without the  presence
of an overpowering military force of a Chris-
tlan nation, the Turkish government being
powerless to restrain its own soldiers from
joining in the slaughter of Christians after once
tasting Christian blood. (2.) England has no
force at its disposal for that purpose in view of
the military requirements of Egypt and In-
dia; Russia might supply the troops required
from her vast reserves, but Turkey as well as
the other powers would not trust the tradition- |
al enemy of the Ottoman Empire among the |
hills and valleys and upon the plains of Arme-
nia, from whence it would be far more difficult
to retire its army than to induce England to |
shorten its occupation of Egypt. (3.) Ger-
many 18 fully occupied in watching |
ber neighbors and guarding Alsace and
Lorraine from recovery by the French; and
France is less able to spare troops now, under
the existi ditd of the republie, than
ghe was nnder the empire in 1360, when sho
sent 5,000 soldiers to Syria for two years.
Italy, perhaps, is the only European power
which might now act as the police of Europe
fn quelling and holding in subjection
the Turkish fanatics without exciting
ici of itorial di and
arousing the jealousies of the other powers.
This might be done by common consent but
| for the impoverishment of the Italian treasury.
| An arrangement might be made, however, by
which the expense of a two years' sojourn of
Italian troops in Armenia might be borne by
the other powers. Turkey would consent to
this, because the alternatives would be either
a forced cession of Armenia to Russia or
the passage through the Bosporus of
England’s strongest fleet. England would
consent because she bound herself by treaty to
protect Armenia from Russia, and took her
pay in advance when she occupied the island
of Cyprus, which the other powers were not in-
clined to permit. Matters could be so ar-
| ranged with Germany and Austria that they
| would not object while they were left free to
protect themselves from a Franco-Russian al-
liance. In view of this complicated situation
our own government could play a friendly and
most important Shrt by reason ‘of its disin.
terestedness and the joint request of the par-
tles most deeply interested.

“The puzzle is to save the Christians'of Arme-
nia from utter destruction without bringing on
8 general European war. If the United States
government Is invited to send a special diplo:
matic agent to Constantinople for the purpose
of facilitating such an adjustment, the action
would be accepted by all Christendom as an
act of humanity which, while it might estab.
lish a precedent, would be in harmony with the
tendency of the age towards the settlement of

ional stions by arbitration and no

by the lvord.“
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