AMONG ARMENIANS
IN ASIATIC TURKEY.

Comments on the Atrocities of the
Kurds and Armenians Among
the Turkish Peasantry.

| “BIRDS OF THE MOUNTAINS.”

Brigandage and the Struggle for Inde-d
_p'pndenm Among the Jealous
- People of Armenia.

/
! - WO notable events
are assoclated with,
i 7 \ though they may not
| =\ @é for, the existence of
i £ brigandage in the Sal-
tan’s Aslatic domin-
: lons—namely, the final
[‘ suppression of tbe Jan-
izarles and the close of
that fnflux of tle Cherkesses, the col-
Jective name of the refugees from the regions
the Cancuses. The Turklsh government, fear-
‘ing ‘hat the lodgement of thesc mountain birds
in the their homes,
\would render them too independent for govern-
ment control, forced them against their own
fand the will of the native inbabitants to sei-
tle among the Turks and Hellenes. With these
they bave ncver afliliated, and have abandoned,
’Iy degrees and through forcible persaasion,
their original marauding babits. Hence, they
maturally ‘came to be regarded_ as intruders and
of their number o some hostile district of the
country would seldom lead to an investigation.
These are the people who, as the Bashi-Ba-
zouks, or Turkish guerllla soldiery, committed
{tbe horrible Bulgarlan atrocitles in revenge
‘‘against tkelr former oppressors, the Russians.
in our as the i 3
&wio shoot first and rob afterward.” But the
opprobrious description is rather sweeping iu Its
| scope, If even true in the wuin, as the following
story wlll lllustrate.
CAPTURED BY BRIGANDS.
-ll"\wmu from our own Consular Tepresenta-
l'ﬁ at Sivas, as strictly authentic:—
* The opening scene Is in a rather unfrequented
! portion of Armenia, where the Consul, with an
| escort of half a dozen men, was travelling on
government mission. Toward evening
ments. Here the Consul, belng vnavoidably de- |
'talned, ordered his guard to go abead, and after
/m short while started to overtake them. He had |
\mot proceeded far before he came to a lonely |
stretch of road running through a dense forest,
‘where the dusk of evening deepened almost into
n gallied forth and in less than a mo- |
ment the muzzles of balf a dozen rifles con- |
Afronted him. There was no alternative but I
to yleld to the situation. His captors, he soon
f , were a band of notorious brigands,
had spread

be strictly responsible
' the Crimean war. It s at this latter date that
|
brigands; and the sudden disappearance of one
To them the natives have treqlxle'nt‘ly referred
It 1s told of an English Consul at Erzeroum,
party stopped at a little village for refyesh-
darkness. Suddenly from ambush a troop of
thronghout the country. At the brigand

len an easy prey.
A paper wans now drawn ng and addressed to
the ncarest représentative of (?e English gov-
dzmm a high ransom for

heir p) er, whose life was to

. This paper the Consul

to sigu, but with resolute courage

was

refused to comply with their demaunds. Tbat

he wndnkthrgwnd:nw .l;:lem't bot
an n vigilan %

BRISE 1ol Bitm mith. the “rpliasiag et

, and ordered him
d to the top of an adjoining hill, where |
rays of the rislng sun would give th
4 brave man's doom. o
[ S es e

e ig mou

the chlem‘n'l h-n‘d '“n

W, 4
I n, will you slgn?’ echoed m
mountain sides nl?hroks in trumpet t'o':
the p-lll:‘f stillness. With uﬁn -
n the man turned to the chief and

sir; T will not ask the
Sl st e 0o, e o

nd and in its

experlences, Lo
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show that they have ever since heen subdued.

‘These ‘“‘proud birds of the mountains,” whose
rlnmel ave never vet been torn, have always
Ived the life of pastoral nomads and plunder-
ing robbers. As nominal subjects of the Sultan
they have pald taxes only when the number of
Turkish troops Ir the country became too
strong for them to resist. With their unsettled,
independent natures they have been a constant
pightmare in Torkey's dying sleep. .

The Kurds differ from the Turks In religlon,
and from the Perslans In langnage, so that they
cannot he strictly classed with either. They are
troubled with very few religlous scruples, and
are very, remiss In the various observances of
Mussulman )nlﬂty It Is a proverb among the
Turks that “uo suint can come out of Kurdls-
1an.” The Xurdish women, too, are much
sore free and Independent than those of either
Turkey or Iersla. They are not velled. move
freely among the men, and do a great deal of
snch werk ax Is done by the male portion of

The men are very

their niore settled nelehhors.
stronz, well bullt, with hizi chests and broad

xhonlde re dark faces and fierce looking
eyes glve them that formidable, warlike appku"rb:
ance that shows one at once why they have al.
ways been a terrifylug menace (o the neighbor-
fug populition

i

stures, have roamed for to'rl';'
sslon border, Russia has long
since waintained a Cossack station on the high
latenn connecting (he two peaks of (ireat ang
LAttle Avaraf. the latter of whlel s the interests
Ing polnt « liree
pires of the Czar, the Sujtan and thes
The nussessor* tehmindzin, the A
s on the R an side
< aling a certnin guardiansbip

rmenian people.

3 1) 1 her practical workl
proximity to t yresent m-v-nt:: of dlntur?mlflge‘
#he may now fecl called upon to insist npon
those administratl forms which British In-
flucnce has bithe 3 X
duce. and to red
of her nelzhiborl

nearly every resld, fareigner we met, inelud-

1
;Ht"’n the wissionaries themselves, we a

0 belleve that the many storles of Armenla;

oppresston which have found enrrency in the

Yuropcin press are, for the mosi part, the ex-
aggeratlons or fubrleations of the Armenian
agitators. If any foreign Intervention is neces-

ary the Turkish peasant, It secms to us, should

be first cousidered.
THE ARMENTANS,
Like the Jews, whom they resemble very mueh
In features, and to whom they are sald to be
rhinordially related through one of the lost ten
ribes, the Armenians seem fully capable of
taking care of themselves. It is a trite saying

throughout the Levant that a Jew cheats a

Turk, a Greek cheats a Jew, and

cheats them all. o medias

In the strug: Ile for existence
c

the Tuarks are heavil

han
mostly Ignorant and lr!{eu. and spen

motheér tonguealone, whereas the Armsﬂl‘:u‘ lné

native Greeks are clever, full of subte,
acquainted with several lnn:n-‘:u le:g: t ::g
: 11 work
bl

falthtol to his pledged word, the Tt

10 the ¢nd of gla g:?l in ordei.lt‘:r Arge a
debt, a quality o which the moneyl lender takes
i

advantage tooffer him I
“If Jou wish ‘o Suceced,” siys an
| commerefnl 4
tenth,

xfom, “trust the Chris

the Mussulman to tenfol
Thus trusted the Turk has no lon
can call his o re

one b'el’ng even Minister of the Crown.

‘b{ an Armeniam philanthronist

reat e
hah. k:l

s, m our own brief
and the testimony of

one-

d lLis income.”
hing
in
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SCENES IN' ARMENIA.

More
than this, they are allowed to follow out with k
the utmost freedom their own laudable enter-

rise in the matter of education. Good schools, |
gesldeu those of the Protestant misslonaries,
have been erected in various parts of the coun- |
try, and in many cases at private expense.

A REMARKABLE COLLEGE.

On a visit to the Sanassarean College, founded

of that name

the Armenian-capital of Ei ‘
filled with surprise and wonder that such a
well equipped and well regulated institution,
with such a thorough course of training, was
to be found In this out of the way corner of the
lobe. Our visit was the occaslon for a per-
'ormance by the school orchestra, consisting of
twenty pieces, which rendered in admirable
unison and harmony some very difficult selec-

remarkable feature, however, was a manual
training shop, In a separate outlying building,
where the students had made several omnl-
buses complete, and done some fine work in
metal, such as combination locks and tools, In
other words, the great feature of modern edu-
catlon, manual tralning, had found its way
across the Aslatic border to this remote n;glon.
and strangely, too, in the very home of the
anclent Chalybes, the original workers In metal,
who forged instruments of bronze and iron when
Europeans were polishing stones.

In view of the facts just cited it would not
seem that Turkey Is bent upon the annihilation
or even suppression of its Armenlian subjects.
There is but little provocation, we think, for
the Inflammatory Hterature circulated by the
varlous revolutionary societles which exist not
only in France and America, but secretly in the |
very breast of Turkey itself. Asa tgp\ul speei- |
men of this kind of literature we have recom- ,
goued the following poem from a translation
y an Armenlan friend:—

tions from the European masters. The mos!1 |

ARMENTANS.
nd firm for the land

r du y 'mid torture and moan,
fathers so lr«lg 1 &

and where still thou hast savi
nd pames, on thy memory engraved.

“I'is here for

Our ai " Mnll..m:c courageously
And Vertan, ‘that champlon of sweet libel
Broke asunder the chalns of foul siavery.
O Freedom, thou blessing that nations hs craved,
How long hast thy enslgn and emblem here waved!
How many Armenlans, so noble and brave,

For thee have goue down to a premature grave!
Though fortune has struck it with terrible blo

A'I:‘l f T\me Armenla a prey to .ls. foes, s
ubdued, yet unconquered, our nation still

To he slave bonds that a base tyrant gives.
Armenla still lives, and out to the world
Her flag of distress now has unfurled;
In torture and paln she utters the ery,
“With freedom to live; with slavery to dle.
be rewarded with pai
b, why should u‘."t.&".".'.‘;.‘.’,‘::.!.‘?"“"n'
«l
ve atirred Doble souwls to o cause that must falll
b, why should this effort of unceasl:
gnu&"n:n gouls. be given without h.“v‘e.’." s tracet
o coun
nd “Bust hear with this terriblo ourses "
God, th
m marshal .w?m"mt' ﬁuﬂ‘"
Ve pnmdﬂl. ! ever so,
Are uUDAns a8 years come and go.
may

the Adecree,
du't‘ihant g:o.:l'n y be free;
E;:' r Earth to her m -nls g
‘corpse of a natlon, all bloodless and cold.
The nations, astonished, may view he:
o e Ly
A0 o elatia mation they Tatied to veflore"

ares It brought,
fought o

g

ARMENTAN-AMERICANS,

During our winter sojourn at Athens we met
and be Armenian revolutionist who
claimed to be a fellow countryman. He

gone to America when quite ?ow and, hv‘!béi

obtalned a th h i

i o e o s i b pbna
e
e 10 tie | Roverts

| was convin

| the sumr.ons to withdraw from

| this mandate also be realized
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of an Amerlcan passport, however, be IY
to the American Consul. Through diplomatic
intervention he was released to await his trial,
but, in the meantime, escaped through the con-

| nivance of a friendly steamship captain.

The history of our Athens acquaintance was
only a typical one. Hundreds of Armenians
have gone to America to remain there long
enough to secure an education and the rights
of an American citizen, znd then have returned
to the service of their own country to embroil
our diplomatiec representatives in their petty
litigations and contentions. Under oyr treal(
with Turkey. which dates back to 1830, all
American citizens, whethér natlve born or
naturalized, are entitled to the same privileges
in Turkey that the rlllz‘nl of the most.favored
nation receive, but this privilege has been
shamefully abused. Jt ouly during the
present administration th our government
ced of thke' wrong thus h:lnz Lon
trated upon the Turkish government, and s
inst ons to lh;\at:r'r!gell t‘l:_:tor‘m_;;:kn
attribute of soverelgnty on the p: -
i{sh government to exclude from her borders
all ble citizens.”

RMENTA

ARMENIAN IN » 8. 5
The cause for which the would-be Armenian

atriots are so assiduously working and In
a-hh'h they are endeavoring so hard to enlist
the sympathies of the Western world 1s the es-
tablishment of their country upon its old na-
tional basis.
trait in the Armenian character,

t cimost to insanity. Even
"lnt::;n rom the Turkish rule it s extremely
Sonbmﬂ if the ‘“green e{«l monster’’ would
not then dgs:roy. as he did before, the whole
fonal fabric.
n‘l‘nos{ew. however, of the rﬂelnt position of
o1

pﬁedﬁa mlnl.llug’ollr own busin

erpe-

Mutual jealousy Is a national |
which is |
someétimes so unreasonable and absurd as to |
emancl- |

Ciry or
P~ Eaiogy

TURK1 STt
_ CAvarRry
fomime Aons BEFORE

wSorraRs MNosoue

and the annexation
craze came very near precipitating serious aif-
ficulties,

His luoterference in the Japanese and .Chi-
nese trouble was not diplomatic in any semse,
and reminded the government that the victor
can _command its own terms of peace, His
participation in the Armenizn affair is, to my
mind, eminently ridiculous, and your spirited
rebuff this morning was very timely.

Such unwarrantable interference has caused
considerable mirth at the expense of the Unlted

| States, and, as you say, it is time that we keep

our hands off foreign disputes that do not con-
cern us aund steer clear of foreign entangle-

wents.
FREDERICK C. NORTON. Editor Echo,
GuiLrosp, Conn., Dec. 13, 1804,

70 REPORT ON ARMENIA.

The British, French and Russian Consuls
‘Will at Once Investigate the Al-
leged Atrocities.

[BY CABLE TO THE HERALD.]

Loxpox, Dec. 15, 1804.—Mr. Graves, the
British Consul at Erzeroum, has forwarded to
the Forelgn Office, through Sir Philip Wode-
house Currie, the British Ambassador to
Turkey, a statement in which he urges the gov-
ernment not to put off interfering in the Arme--
nlan affalr until the report of the European

4
the Armenians this ery for natlonal
dence scems to us almost Al-

(& P 1 to inqulire into the clr-

of the outrages shall have been pre-

ready. by the force of their i

and business capacity. the Armenians and the
Greeks are rapldly becoming the commercial
nasters of the Sultan’s Aslatic dominlons, and
the Turks are as rapldly drifting back to the
pomad Iife of thelr forefathers. Long since
Burope has
been issued not only agalnst the ruling Os-
manil, but also against the mass of the Tnrk-
ijsh nation, and we know that the cruel man-
date has already been to a great extent real-
1 d now the Turks are threatened in

zed. in
| Asla itself. The ominous cry, “To the steppes!

and one asks In terror, must
Is there no pos-
sible reconcillation between the conflicting eie-
ments? Is the unity of civilization to be had
only by the ifice of whole p and
those, above all, which arve distinguished by
the hi‘hut moral Qullltles—upﬂ‘htnm truth,

&OHAS G. ALLEN, J&.
A CRANK HEARD FROM.

has been raised,

™E He
MIP ose you will not dare this
letter in_your new-pna‘er. T am not a Christian,
1 am a Mussulman. Therefore, you hate me.
Do not talk any more of religlous tol
in America. re is none. Religlous toler-
ance alme to be tolerant toward all 4
you mu: ve seen by this time that in all
the calumnious statements 1 resolu-
tlons voted by eranks | s stated tha
the Armenlans ave € and that they
ought to be defend that reason u-:.
Awmerle ashamed of herself,
A-h- tn:t nm‘l lleve the
rmenians, lars
Last. Dut alhonelt bg m
are also w
certain are -
tion of Chrl: naties. A quuuds'.'
EW YORK,

SHOULD KEEP HANDS OFF..
hmmmmA

HERALD:—
Your exceedingly able editorial in this morn.
mania,” was an

sented, as that report will necessarlly be de-
layed until spring. He states th#t immediate
Intervention is advisable.
Lord Kimberley, upon recelpt of Mr. Graves'
atlon, at once d with the
French Forelgn Office, with the result that it
has finally been agreed to Instruct the French
and Russlan Consuls at Erzeroum to joln Mr.
Graves and start without delay upon their mis-
| slon of inquiry. Mr. Graves ‘calculates that if
| his colleagues in the commission are ready they
can reach the scene of the atrocities within ten
days, there belng only one difficult pass for
them to cross on the route, via Melasgerd, which
they will be obli to make with pack mules.
The Forelgn Office denies that the appoint-
mwent on_this special commission of only the
British, French and Russian Consuls implies
that a special entente has been established be-
tween the three Powers mentioned, and says
they were appointed because they were the
only European Consuls at Erzeroum.

TO PROTEST AGAINST TURKEY.

A for the to protest
agalnst the Turkish government In the matter
of the butchery of the Armenian Christians
"have been completed and announcement of the
holding of the meeting on Tuesday evening,
December 18, In Chickering Hall, ias been made
by the having the subjeet in charge. 1

The committee whose names are appended
to the call, are Rev. Dr. Lymin Abbott, Rev.
Dr. David H. Greer, Rev. Dr. Willlam S. Rains-

D

ford, Rev. Dr. George Alexander, Rev. Dr.
George 8. Baker, Rev. Alfred V. W, .
li"{ R " |t(me:e‘l::

5501
er.

rus Edson, Andrew

J. B. La Rue, &'hli Brainerd, Jr.;

Dicks , and S,

erman, ‘“m’ a
nt, chairman. It pected H
t Soth Low will preside. i el
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