FROM BAD TO WORSE IN TURKEY.
The more we learn of the situation in
Turkey the more evident it is that the
Turkish Government is fighting for its
life. Not only in Eastern Turkey, but all
through the empire, the people of every
class and religion are feeling the oppres-
sion of officials who act ag if_their last
hour were at hand and they were bound
to work all the havoc possible. In Con-
stantinople the condition of things is so
critical that no one dares to discuss polit-
ical matters in public. The Turks even,
on the streets, In coffee houses, or
on the steamers that ply up and
‘down the Bosphorus talk of nothing
but food and the weather. The pa- |
pers publish nothing, and the people
know n:xl to nothing of what is going
on. Gatherings of every kind are prohib-
ited, and there is a veritable reign of
terror. The niost significant fact is that
thousands of Turks are, in truth, heart-
ily sick of their own Government and
would gladly join a party for reform, but
the Sultan, in the recesses of his palace,
listens to nobody but priests and eunuchs,
who fill his ears with lies and promises
of great reward if he shall prove true to
their idea of what a Caliph of Islam
should be and do. They also have théir
spies at every street corner, and even pri-
vate houses are not safe from inspection.
The t a faint pici fast
upon any one, be he Moslem or Chris-
tian, that he is not loyal to the palace
régime, he is either banished or disap-
| pears secretly, leaving his family and
! friends in ignorance as to whether he is
alive or not.

From Eastern Turkey the reports from
the most reliable sources indicate that
the worst stories are less than the truth.
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