DR. CYRUS HAMLIN|

HOPEFUL FOR 1TURKEY,
BUT NOT UNDER ISLAM.

lin—His Recollections of His Missionary
i Life in Turkey—The Christian College in
Constantinople—Armenlan Outrages.

‘ He Was the Cousin of Hon. Hannibal Ham-

| LEexiNgTON, Jan. 3.—A century ago or so
two young wen, twin brothers, Cyrus Ham-
lin and Havnioval Hamlin, were the district
school teachers in the town of Harvard.

They left their Massachusetts home shortly

afterwards au) went to Maine. Cyrus

settled in Par », where his son Hannibal, |
afterwards L. S.senator and vice-president,

was born, Aug. 27, 1809. Hannival settled

in Waterford, where his son Cyrus, founder

and first president of Robert College., Con-

stantinople, was born, Jan. 5, 1511, eighty-

four years ago tomorrow.

The career of the latter has heen hardly
less notable than that of his illustrious
cousin, though his field of activity has been
& widely diderent one. Graduating at
Bowdoin in 15334 and from the Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary 1m 1537, he went almost

| immediately to Turkev as a missionary of
the American board. He remained in that
country tili 1573, when he returned to the
United States, becoming pro/essor of dog-
watic theoiogy in the Bangor Seminary in
1877, president of Middlebury College from
1880 to 1835, and has since been a resident
of this historic old town, actively engaged
in the service of the American board.

It hardly seemed possible that I was car-
rying the congratulationsof The Advertiser
to a man of 84, as the fresh looking, stal-
wart, vigorous man of apparently 65. gave
e a cordial greeting, and sat down for an
hour's chat on various subjects. Speaking
of nis excellent health he said; *Perhaps
on for it is that [ have never been
e(ul regarding it, and have never
paid much attemtion toit. Itseems to me
that the people who are most anxious about
their health suffer most from {illfiess. I
have never shunned danger when I felt
duty called me iuto it. For instance,
I have been through several seasons of
the Asiatic cholera, caring for the
sick and dying without apprebensivn, only
taking care to bathe Irequently, and when
feel ng especially weared to take some
kind of tonic for the system. I have never
believed that it was best to worry about
one’s health.”

Calling his attention to the fact that his
cousin, Hannibal, so long refused to wear
an overcoat, be said: "i shink he was un-
wise in that, though during the last two or
three years of his life his family induced
him to overcome his pre udice to an over-
coat. Old men, L find, have, as the years
g0 by, less and less physical vitality, and
need to clothe themselves more warinly
than when younger.’’

It is but natural that after 35
surs of active missionary ana educational
work in_ Turkey, Ur. Hamlin should bein-
tensely interested in affairs in that ceuntry
and should keenly watch events there at
the present time, The mission of the
‘ American board ha | been established only

about seven years when he went out, and |
he was soon impressed with the need of the |
esvablishment ol a college for the further-
ance of its work. he had a seven years’
contest with the Turkish authorities before
he was able to open the institution in 1360,
| when an 1mperial edict was obtained com-
mitting the institution to the
!

care of the United States. He 1s
a firm belhever in the importance
of this institution and in its great success.
It stands there a Clristian college in the
capital eity of nohamedanism. it is duni-
cult to estimate its Chr stianizing and civil-
izing innuence. It is simpl incaiculable.
wr. damlin only resigned its pres dency
and returned to America for the purpose of
raising an endowiment for if, and In this
work he was successful.

‘.t is,” be said, "a fairly well endowed
and successful college of abouu the grade of I
our smaller New ngland colleges, though
naturally linguistic studies have a greater

prominence than here. tudents

average in pumber, yed year,

about 200, the L part

of  three n.ﬁtlm.s. and

1 though I'h ten or twelve
Lities TRt

P he Ar
number nearly & third o( the students, of
the Indo-Germanic stock, of a primituve
Christian faith and a Janguage of their own.
The Bul:arians make up nearly nnmhor‘

third. There has been doubt as to their

racial origin, but I am incli.ed to think

they are iartars, who cenluries ago con-

uered Bulgaria and intermingled with the

- 80 that the Bulg: of to are a
4 race, some of »




sical characteristics of the Tartars, as have
i urks. ‘T'heir language is Slavpnic and
their religion that of tue Greek church.

eacly anotuer third of the students
are Greeks, with Greek characteristics and
speaking the modern Greek languag:. It
is not ditlicult to see what must be the in-
tluence upon these three races of an Amer:.
can Christian colieze established in the
great commercial centrs of the three ni-
tionalities, with its graduates bolding prom-
ineut positions in tie !uvurnments ol the
two last hamed powors: *

**Our missions have accomplished little
among tbe Mohamedars., There seemed a
promise at the first. A spirit of inquiry
was awak:ned, and under an ediet forced
by threats from the Sultan about 1845 by
the British ambassador guaranteeing free-
dom ol conscience and of religions be-
hel, comparisors were instituted be-
tween the Gospels and the Koran
which led o  some conversions
and gave promise of a greater work, but
when Sir Henry Bulwer becume ambassa-
dor and counsellied the Sultan to thorough-
ly Isiamise the empire, this work ceused,
and the bitter hatred of Christianity has
continued till the present.”

“Tuis manifests itsslf in the persecution
of the Armenians, and the horrors of this

ersecution can hardly be exaggerated.
q’hur. are abour 3,000,000 Armenians in the
mpire. It is estimated that there are no
less than 40,000 all the time in Constanti-
nople, but not the same 40,00, They are
coming and going. Probably not more
than one-fourth of the population of
Armenia itsell is ol Armenian
stock. They are unarmed, forbid-
den, in fact, to bear arms, constantly
watched, aud constantly pbrsecuted. Their y

condition is most pitiabla. T can see no

elp or hope for them from the Turkish
ROvernment, which is corrupt through and
through, but only in the intervention of
Europe. Russia under the treaty of Berlin
has the right, of course, to step in and con-
trol Annon‘a'. but Russia waits :hyonsom

t

of England.

"Supposing Russia should i
without the consent or i
wish of England 7"

, “Uh! I cannot answer that conundrum,”

said Dr. Hamlin. “The Turks, you know,
have a way of disposing of such difficuls
questions as this Ly saying: ‘\\"ll. God is
merciful.” ’

Most men after 35 years of such service
as Dr. Hamlin had rendered would have
felt like taking a rest, but relurning to
America in 1873, he devoted himself suc-
cessfully for four years to raising an en-
dowment for Robert (ollege, Then came
| the Russo-Turkish war, and this work was

brought to a stanastiil by the vrevailing'
| feeling that the college would be ruined by

the war, and he accepted the professorship
of dogmatic theology at Bangor. At the
age of 70 the presidency, of Middlebury
| College was offered him, and he said to the

trustees that if they were foolish enough to
offer the position to a man of 70, the
man of 70 would doubtless be
foolish enough to accept i Buu
the event showed that there was follv on
neither yide. Dr. Hamlin’s five years
Middlebury were years of hardwork on his
parg, and of great Erosperhy forthe college.
He said, “I thought the age of 75 was a
good ope at which to superannuate, and
80 1 came to Lexington and settled down
for the remainder of my life.”

That was nine years ago, but these nine
years have been like those thag preceded
them, full of labor. The American Bo;
availed itself of his long experience an
knowledge pof missionary k, and
there is seldom a Sunda, that
Lr. Hamlin does not . address some
congregation in the interest of this

Teat historic missionary organization.

exington bonors him as one of her most
distinguished citizens, and his home on
Bloomfield st. is & most pleasant one. His
published works are mostly in Armenian,
theugh he has been a frejuent contributor
to American magazines and Inriodicnh.
Harvard conferred the degree of D.D. upon
him in 1861, au e L'niversity ol the City
of New York fhat of LL. D.1n 1870. Dr.
Hamlin's career has been. a notable one,
and Le is still in exce lent health, carrying
his fourscore and four years lLightly and
doing the work which many vounger men
would regard burdensome with ease and
cheerfulness. He is hopelul for tiie future
of Turkev, but not for Turkey under
Turkish rule.

ervens
n opposition to the

An Armenian Meeting.
Friends of Armenia held a mass
o e e B iy A e
vort, last evening, to protest against the atroci
ties that are being pe etrated upon the AI"i-
menians by the Turks. Kev. L)mrlﬁu Olmsteu

B imicwell, ltav. 0. B. Chicrtas
S s well, v. Q. B. zia)
:r{gm().&}‘{y?s}’an-z“inn. The last two ‘peaknrs
favored a revolution against the Turkish gov-
ernment.
o

ti were ‘ﬂ d d ‘d Llllle
{ the Turkish government and call-

icy‘::(:l‘:)c;n ':he civilized world to interfere, and
also thanki res, Cleveland for appointing
ousul Jew:
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