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RMENIA'S
ATROCITY MILL

A High Official at the Turkis]
Embassy in Rome Tells How
the Stories Were Started.

REVOLUTIONARY INVENTIONS

Turkey Only Did What Other Coun.
tries Have Done Under Sim-
ilar Circumstances,

! ENGLAND'S CREDULOUS SOUL

Frank Opinions About Mr. Gresham’s
Attempt to Meddle in Tur-
key's Affairs,

[BY TEE COMMERCIAL CABLE TG TME HERALD.)

The HeraLp's European edition publlshe- tbe
followlng from Its correspondent:

Roume, Dec. 28, 1804.—As some of the Itallan
papers are making much of the Armenlan
atrocities, I went to the Turkish Embassy here,
and, from information received there, was

) forced to the conclusion that the real object of

{

- used to describe the methods employed.

]

those who started the agitation was to excite
public opinion against Turkey by exaggerations
and Inventions. These were some of the words
I am
not at liberty to mention the name of the offi-

. clal I saw at the Embassy, but every statement
' he made was based on documentary evidence,

!

~not only the right, but the duty, to perform?

which I bad full llberty to examine,
TURKEY'S NATURAL RIGHTS,
“What right have the European Powers to
protest,” he began, “against what Turkey bad

‘What would England do if Irish rloters killed
English policemen? What did the United States
government do in the case of the great rallway
strike? Did not Italy send forty thousand men
to Siclly when a revolutionary movement broke
out there? In Amerlea, in Italy, In every coun-
try In the world, have not rioters been dealt
with summarily? In Armenian matters were
more grave than in the cases Instanced.

Sterner measures were mu-ux. “There has
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"ﬁl these revolutionists was that if

outrages were committed the odium would rest
upon® the Turk. For Instance, it Is an estab-
lished fact that bands of Armenlan brigands
forced the inhabltants of certaln villages to
move to the mountains with thelr goods and
chattels, and then set fire to thelr empty houses.
Of couse the Turks were accused of razing
whole Armenian villages to the ground, &ec.
HAS A TASTE FOR ATROCITIES.
“London apparently will swallow anything in
the way of atrocitles. One telegram published 1
in the English press reports the massacre of
six thousand Armenians, while as a matter of
fact the whole of the Armenian population ia
the district In question does not amount fo
anything like that total. Another story ls to
the effect that sixty prisoners were shot at
Erzeroum without a trial. That Is absurd.
Here Is a telegram recelved at the embassy here

saying that of forty-six Armenlans put in prison
at Erzeroum on varlous charges thirty-six were
set at'liberty because there was not sufficient
evidence against them, five were condemned to
death and five to penal servitude on the charges
of theft, outrage and murder. These sentences,
however, have not yet been put into execution.
THE TREATY OF BERLIN.

“Much has been said about enforcing the
treaty of Berlin and that Turkey bLas not ful-
filled its pledges in this treaty. The demand is
that reforms be carried out in Armenia. This
has been done, and fresh reforms are being
made as rapidly as the progress of the country
will permit. Russia herself has been obliged
to confess that there have been great exaggera-
tions in the statements made about Armenlan
misgovernment.

“It is not thought In my country that the Ar-
menians desire to join Russia. The real au-
thors of the agitation are Armenlan revolution-
ists In Europe, whose headquarters are in Lou-
doun, and who may be called Armenian anar-
chists. This Is evident from the pamphlets pub-
lished by them in Europe and by the branch in
the United States. One of them, which I have
seen, was called ‘The Garden of Eden Defiled.”
Now, I am rellably informed that the Armenlan
Committee in the Caucasus bas recelved from
London the order to renew the agitation.”

MR. GRESHAM'S INTERMEDDLING.

In answer to the question as to what he
thought of the step taken by United States See-
retary of State Gresham, my distinguished in-
formapt smiled and sald:—

“I think there Is so much to do in America that
the United States ought not concern Itself
with questions coucerning countries so far
away. Yon sce, all the trouble comes from the
fact that people who do not really know Turkey,
foreigners going there who do not speak the lan-
guage, have to trust to interpreters, who are
all Greeks, Armenlans, or Jews, who hate
Turkey, and whose interest it is to keep up old
legends. Ome day I waus with a foreign lady
who had engaged a gvide. The latter did not
recognize me as a Turk. At a certain spot he
stopped the boat we were In, and polnting mys-
terlously to a hole 1n the wall sald:—

** *That Is the bole out of which lnl(‘]eu wives
are thrown Into the Bosphorus.” Unable to con-
taln myself, I promptly boxed his ears. There
are ulmlla]xr holes Iu every house for sanitary
purposes.’”

REFORMS IN ARMENIA.

New Plan Adopted by the Turkish Cabinet for
Governing the Troubled Districts.
[BY CABLE TO THE HERALD.]

ViENNA, Dec. 28, 1894.—A despatch from Con-
stantinople says that at the last meeting of the
Turkish Cabinet the Ministers virtually
adopted a new plan of government for the dis-
tricts of Erzeroum, Van, Bitlls and Moosh. The
plan is that the four districts be jolned in a
single province, over which a Mussulman gover-
nor, appointed by the Sultan, shall rule five
years. The Mussulman would be succeeded in
the governorship by Christians who are not
Armenians. The ﬁendnrmerle would be re-
cruited from the districts In_ which it would
serve and would be commanded by a general
named by the Sultan. The local revenues would
be retalned by the province, excepting one an-
nual contribution to the Porte. The judges
would be elective, and local ministries of educa-
\ tion and public works probably would be formed,

Germany and Austria will probably follow the
lead of Italy In orderiug her Ambassador at
Constantinople to co-operate with the re!)re-
sentatives of the other Powers In {aking action
in regard to the horrors In Armenla.

LETTER BY A GOOD TURK.

One of the Sultan’s Officers Deplores the Ar-
menian Massacres and Their Resulls.
(DY TELEGRAPI TO THY HERALD.]
HarTronp, Conn., Dec. 28, 1894, —Malcon
| Aghanalion, a prominent Armenian in this eity,
to-day recelved a letter from a warm personal
friend who is an officer In the Turkish army.
Helsa but dep the
In the letter he says that there are Turks who
are just as good people as Christians in Armenla
[ or in other countrles, who hute to sce the out-
' rages. Good Mohammedans cnnnotdbnr to l:;
P he prisons are full,
“I:’ &i”n?ﬁlgs the I
Many of the
W 10 _reason destroyin
m‘?"wo kil these,” n:g sald,
5 for I.‘n‘lu of b !
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