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Massacees an informat on supplied by
“trustworthy Turkish ex-officials” |y
would be interesting to know who {hese
“trustworthy” Turkish ex officials are,
whom The * Times is now introducing
10 the world.

However, if you will kindly allow me
space in your columns [ will give an
account of how the Armenian Massacres
| were accomplished,

In April, 1915, the Armenians of Van,
realizing that the Turkish garrison of the
province weres preparing a

volunteer corps under Hama:
Sourine (familiarly known as Druro
W their way from Bagravend

kish name Bayazid) arrived to the-
rescue and raised the siege of Van and.
fhe Turkish ammy fled. The m-'mT
army arrived three days after the volun.
teers had raised the siege of Van.

After raising the siege of Van, Hama-|
zasp and Druro  advanced towards
Bageiche (Turkish name Bitlis) and
fought against 5 Turkish army of from
$9000 0 60,000 at Sur - at this place
they were nard pressed for the Rmia.n.4
army at their heels dawdled Tike |
B whit clephant and d'd nothing),
more, but it was at this time that And
dranik, the leader of the st volunteer
Earps fighting his way through Dillman
and Kﬁh‘m against another u,"ge Turkish
amy, arived at Van, and immediately
advanced to the help at Sur, and there
the Turkish army was heavily defeated.

The volunteer corps with (he Russian
wrmy at their heels advanced towards
Bagesche (Turkish pame Bitlis) and
were within four hours of reaching the
lown when the white elephant at their
heels became suddent; i

y into
u dragon, spitting fire and lashing his
tail in fury. The Russian Army ordered
the Armenian volunteers to turn beck.

The Armenian volunteers thus found
themselyes between the devil and the
deep sea: there was the enemy about five
limes their number in front and the

y behind : they were obliged to
tumn back from, Bagesche (Turkish name
Bitlis).

Up till that time no massacres had
taken place but this tuming back
instead of forward to victory became the
wireless signal.  The Turkish wolves
tock courage, and then it was that the! |
butcher battalions of the Turkish army |
began massicring the defenceless Arme-| |
nians of Bagesche (Turkish name Bilis)|
women and chuldren and old men,
whom the help and rescue that their|
own people wene bringing them had '
been turned away,

‘This was the beginning of the mas-

scres.

Now i the Russian army had remain.
ed in Russia the victories of the Arme-
nan volunteers would not have been
blasted; there would haye been 1o re
treats, no wanton and unexplainable
evacuations of occupied positions, and|
consequently no massacres.

Yours truly,
Diaxa AcaskG Arcax.
220-A Bluff, Yokohama, January rz.
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