Onerous Responsibilities.

The responsibilities assumed by Europe
with regard to the older peoples of the
world are developing in an interesting
manner. A number of years have elapsed
since the Western powers, for selfish ends,
assumed the responsibility of sustaining
the Turk in his position as a ruler. Now,
the Turk is not fit to govern—he is not fit
to live. For fifty years his rule has
been a series of massacres.  Once

only has Europe been shamed into

recognizing a part of her own re-

ponsihility for these magsacres so far as to |

interfere with a view to preventing their
recurrence within specific areas. A second
occasion of this sort is now at hand.. What
will come of it remains to Le seen. There
ie precedent for its failing to effect any-
thing for the victim people, as when Europe
put down the rebellion of IBRAHIM Pacha;
then, again, there is precedent the other
way. Tho present instance is stuffed with
inherent difficulty for the reason that the
{nterests of twoof the confederated Powers,
England and Russia, are divergent through-
out the world., Here they are to be made
to harmonizo. Then, the affair 18 enor-
mously complicated by the nature of the
remedy they are proposing to apply. This
remedy is nothing ghort of a supervision
of the Turk in his exercise of the attributes
of sovereignty, This {s equivalent in
private life to placing an incompetent. per-
son under control of & guardlan committee,
each member of which 18 independent and
sovereign, owning po common control. It
{s apparent that this is a stato of affaire
that, in tho nature of things, cannot be per-
manent.

Its inherent impossibility is illustrated
by the anulogous dual control now exer-
clsed. by a part of the same powers in
Egypt. In that case the Powers first en-
couragoed a profligate ruler to becemo in-
debted to their eitizens. The people of the
country derived no advantages to speak of
from the money, which was equanderod.
The Powers next took forcible possession
of the land and sct themselves to collecting
the interest claimed by their citizens, At
tho same tiwe, they imposed on the subject
{ country the cost ol maintaining theirown
oceupancy. But, since two are riding oné
horse, one of them must - ne«’u i tgdo
“behind, and this ' position “gn’ thé -trup-
per has fallen to France. Hence, fric-
tion and plenty of bad blood between
the two riders. The gituation forecasts
Lo state of affairs when three Powers

hall find themselves exercising analogous
dominions of the

that the
d




divergent, Lut antagonistic throughotthe
world, "Two.of the Powers now about to
lntor!er\e in Armena, namely, England and
Russia,”-do possess such interests, And
neither of theee twois of a sort Lo submig
to occupying. the crupper behind the other,

"Now comes the case of China, which is.
apparently - destinod to be that of Epypt
over again, only more so0. In fact, it prom-
ises to combine the Egyptian and Armenian
complications. The Japan-China treaty
provides that the indemnity istobe secured
on the Chinese customs, The custems are
Do so¢urity unless the creditor hag som:
means of enforcing his claim upon they
Throo'of the Powers lave undertaken to
meet the indewnity end are now nez:
tlating among themselves the particu-
lar measure by which they shzll substitute
themselves to the position arranged for by
Japan 28 holders of the security. But these
customs dues are to be levied upon  and
collected from a trade four-fifths of which
is England’s. England as & political unit
has kept out of the scrape of meddling with
Japan’s victories, but she will not for a mo-
ment have her trade taxed without having |
a voice in Lthe matter equal to that of all the
other volces combined. And apart from
Evgland, the political unit, Lombard street, '
the financial unit, is a party necessary to
the success of the proposed China loan, Bo
we have this interesting situation, that the
loan cannct be floated without the consent
of the English market nor secured without
the consent of the English Government.
In securing it we shall have, instead of the
comparatively simple gituation in Egypt, a
multiple control involving the antagonlstic
power, Russia, the same as in the pending
Armerian reform.

If this is not an impossible situation, it
would be difficult to conceive of one. There
is nothing surprising in thenews that Amer-
jcan Adviser FOoSTER hastens home. Be-
twixt the devil apd this very deep see, he
wisely takes to the sea, leaving China to
the fankwei, fereign devil—now not inaptly
80 called. But the foreign public funds are
steady, and so we discern that 2ll of tbesﬁ
makeshift arrangements are accepted with |

1

confidence for the time being.
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