great difficulty about the Armenian ‘\
res is the difficulty of getting cor-
telligence. There is a great deal of 1
sh oppression going on in those re-
regions, aggravated by the maraud-
and kidnapping of the Kurds,
there is intense hatred between the |
stian and Mussulman populations, |
both sides, of course, exaggerate |
feeling for the purpose of working |
European opinion. = But that the |
ish oppression is frightful there
be no doubt, and it is high-
probable that some Armenian
|
|

tance was punished by wholecale
acre. This has been the Turkish |
of repressing insubordination of any
on the part of its Christian
cts ever since the Turks be-
to have any Christian subjects.
have perpetrated these massacres
and again in every part of their do-
ns. That of Scio in 1822 made a
nd impression on Christendom, but
of Bulgaria in 1876 was nearly
, but would have passed c com: |
ely unnoticed if Mr. Schuyler - and
Gahan had not happened to be on
t. The truth is that there aro no
s for Turkish rule but abolition.
menians, onco a warlike people,
urnishing some good’ soldiers
Russian service, have, through




ages of oppradm:, become unwar-
like and are incapable of effecting
their own deliverance. It will probably
come some day from Russian interference.
In letting the Turks have a free hand in
that region the western Powers aro
playing into Russian hands. But
there is little use in remonstrating with
the Turks or exposing them, and their
own press, even the European version of it,
is muzzled by censorship such as has
not been seen in FEurope since the
middle ages. One of the hor-
rible incidents of Turkish rule
from which the Armenians suffer
severely is the insecurity of their
young women. The kidnapping
of Christian girls is a time-honored Turk-
ish pastime, and keeps the Christian pa-
rents of pretty daughters in horri-
ble anxiety. Down to the emanci-
pation of Bulgaria, the entrance of
Turks, especially high official Turks, into
a Christian village in that province was
always a signal for the close concealment
of the young women. The Greek who
brought “his son up to believe that his
most sacred duty was to kill one Turk a
‘day had, in fact, much excuse.
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