DOUBTFOUL RELIEF WORK IN TURKEY.
FUNDS FOR SUFFERERS OFTEN GO ASTRAY—
DIRECT DISTRIBUTION ADVISABLE.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A cable dispatch from Constantinople ap-
pears In The Tribune of to-day announcing that a
subscription has been opened to raise a fund for
the rellef of the sufferers of last week’'s earth-
quakes there. The dispatch states that the Sultan
has headed the fund with a subscription of 1500
Turkish pounds, and that M. Cambon, the French
Ambassador, has presented £50 from French sub-
scribers.

It is very doubtful whether the fund which is to
be raised will ever offer any rellef to the unfortu-
nate sufferers. For it has become something of
usual occurrence In Turkey to ralse funds for the
relfef of the sufferers of a disastrous fire, a famine,
or an earthquake, which afterward, instead of being
distributed to the unfortunate sufferers, go astray
and are used for other purposes according to the
discretion of the Turkish officlals who have charge |
of the funds. Cases of this nature are numerous.
To fllustrate to tha American public what methods
are employed by the Turkish Government in using
such funds I shall relate an Incident of recent
occurence.

On March 2, 1883, Malatia a town of large popula-
tion in Armenta, was shocked by earthquake. Sev-
eral of the houses were ruilned and the remalining
structures were made unsafe for habitation. Many
lives were lost. The populace fled to the adjacent
flelds and plains and encamped on the snow. I will
not deseribe their suffering from the severe cold.
Immediately subscriptions were opened and funds
ralsed for the rellef of the stricken people. The
Armenfan colony In America also hastened to send
a sum. As \-ud th Md was hn“ by the Sul-
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