PERSECUTED FOR CENTURIES,

Armenians Still Maintain Their
’ Christian Faith.

Mr. M. H. Guleshian Makes an
Earnest Appeal in Bulfinch FPlace
Church for Sympathy for ¥is Coun-
trymen—Miss Alice Stone Blackwell
Also Speaks.

““Armenia and Its Christian People"
was the topic of addresses dellvered
last night in the Bulfinch Place Church
by Mr. M. H. Guleshian, a native of
Armenla, and Miss Alice Stone Black-
well. :

Mr. Guleshlan began by describing the
geographical and topographical charac-
teristics of Armenia. It was the first
country, he said, to adopt Christianity
as a state religion. It became Chris-
‘tlan in the second century, the church
being organized as an evangelical
church in the beginning of the third
centiry, The heathen nations round
about it had constantly invaded it dur-
ing the pnt 15 centurles, yet the Ar-

had thelr C

faith in spite of every attack upon

them.

Since the Mohammedan conquest of
. Armenia, the population of the country

_had fallen to barely 3,000,000. The Ar-
menlans were a race of great mental
endmu. and capable of hl;‘h intel-
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a ﬂfuuum‘w-‘a preferred to that of

an Armenian in a court of law. -
The Turks, he sald, regarded machines

as devils. More than two-thirds of the |

Turkish officlals could neither ‘write nor

md‘v“ their own language, so that it

cl service reform were Introduced

into Turkey 90 per cent. of the Turkish

officlals would be drop; at once. The

A ans were forbidden to carry

arms, and thus were at the mercy, not

only of the savage Kurds, but o

Beighbor who coveted their vineyard or

ax:_‘omclal Who carrled off their daugh-

The speaker cited in support of theé;
Statements, and In extension of (he::
Dululgu from the works of American
And English authors who had
!:‘g;%enln. }nl; gave a{i\ account of the

undergroun: dungeons of
’l‘urkeymﬂ\ Which 10,000 people now lan-
ished because they refude to become |

Tohammedans, and” sald that when a
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not want to there.

Mr. Guleshian finally read letters
from Americans in Armenia describing
the atrocities which accompanied the
recent massacre, an ade a strong
appeal for the sympathy and active pro-
test of Americans. He did not want to
pralse Russla, but Russia, was heaven
compared ith the kish govern-
men"tl. ;l;he llpe(:(li(erbcloaﬁl by gecillng a

anslalf y 88 lackwell

rom the-Armenian. o

Miss Blackwell began her remarks
Wwith an account of the religious hlno}r‘y
of the lan people. It was a re-
markable testimony to their vitality
that, after so much invasion and perse-
cutlon, any Armenians now remained
alive. For 1300 vears the Armenians
had maintained their Christiantly with
remarkable tenacity. Their form of
Wworship resembled that of ‘the Church
of Engl i they were r ly 1

ol-

erant.
* Miss Blackwell added some facts
about the disabilities under which Ar-
menians labored {n Turkey. She h
that Turkish rule over Armenja would
soon come to an end, but while it re-
malined America should do something to
leeet ized Armenians, who,

aving become American citizens, re- |
turne-! on business to Armenia.
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| ARMENIANS HAVE A SCHEME.

| .

% Propose to Send a Large Body
5 of Men to Turkey.

Fifty Recruits from Each of the Cities
Like Worcester, MNoston, Lynn,
Lawrenco and Providence—Plan to
Remove Fellow-Countrymen Out of
Reach of the Turks.

(Special Dispatch to the Boston Herald.)

WORCESTER, iec. 30, 1894. The
local Armenians held another largely
attended meeting tonight to protest
against the unjust taxation levied by
the Turkish government in the vicinity
of Harpoot. News received through
private letters says that three years'
taxes in advance have been demanded |
| of the people already impoverished by

I Turkey. i

| Enthusiasm was created at the meet- {
ing by suggestions that a central or-
ganization of Nagionalists be esub-f

| lished In this country, if possible in |
Worcester. A scheme was unfolded
| to organize a body of men, as many as
50 each from citles like Worcester,
Boston, Lynn, Lawrence and Provi-
dence, to visit Turkey next summer,
and, by promoting wholesale emigra-
tion or o&er means, remove their fel-
low countrymen forever out of reach

of the Turks.

he Armenian Nationalists received
today the following reply from Wash-
ington in regard to the appeal recently

| 1orwarded to President Cleveland, pro-

| testing against the Sassoun horror:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
WASHINGTON, D. 0., Dec. 27,
Mr, M. V. Deroonlan, Worcester—Dear sir:
The President 18 In recelpt of the communica-
tion signed by yourself and otbers concerning
affairs in Armenls, and I am directed to in-
form vou that It has been roferred for con-
sideration to the secretary of state. Very re-
et fully,
'pﬁc rgR* T. THURBER, Private Secretary.

TO PLEAD FOR ARMENIA.
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Dec. 20. 1884,
‘Herant M. Kirctchjlan left for Wash-
ington last night to Intercede with Presi-
dent Cleveland and others In authority
regarding the Am(erl;im aspect of the

~Turkish 8. He carries |
ﬁm::urrom Senator Washburn and

others.
OPENED BY TURKISH OFFICIALS.

Letters Sent Abroad by the American Board
Examined Before Delivery.

Officlal letters recently sent out fron:
the rooms of the American board o
commissioners for forelgn mlulo:nhl.
containing accounts relative to ;
Europdan Turkey mission, were apenet
by the Turkish officials and sub!eq\lend-
ly delivered, but with the Turkish wor;
siexamined” written upon the envelo:n:
This indicates that the Turkish gove! o
ment is attempting to assume = |
authority over the malls of foreigne: oi

When the reports of the massacre %
Christians in the Sassoun ull:on 1
eastern Turkey, after x;:::ap‘:t ::thg‘
i -uppml:::‘::; ublic, the Ot-

armed at the
oo the Ameri-

outrage.
. govaEn-
uro|
o I:hed'cld to
tak! an:
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