ARMENIAN3 AND TURKS.

Alice Stone Blackwell Criticises the Recent
Article by Thomas G. Aller, Jr.
To the Editor of The Herald:

The Interesting article by Thomas G.
Allen, Jr., In last Sunday’'s Herald, on
“The Turks and the Armenlans,” con-
tains several statements which must
have been derived from Turkish au-
thority, not of the most trustworthy
kind. Mr. Allen admits that there was
a time when the Christlans under Turk-

ish rule fared badly; but he declares:
“All this Is now so radically changed

umm rather than compassion. They
even some rlghtx not granted to
thelr Moslem nel,

Prof. James ryce, who travelled
through Armenia, came to a diametri-
cally opposite conclusion. In his book,
rnnac-ucula. and Ararat,” he says: |

n be more pitiable than the con- |
dlt!on o Dhese poor people. The Christians,
being ubarmed and without any means of legal
redress, are practically at the mercy of A&
nelghbor who covets thelr vineyard, or an offi-
clal who carries off thelr davghters, There Is
nb«olun-ly no security for life, bouor or prop-

‘ur. Allen speaks of ‘““the tolerant wlrlt
of the Mussulman rell gion.” Toleration
Is not a virtue with \\hlrh hlutory hl!
largely credited the followers of Mo-
hammed.

In 1822 a Turkish army fell upon the
island of Chios nhl h was not In re-

bellion), massacred 23,000 Greek Chris-
tlans and sold into slavery 47,000, or
nearly the whole population. In 1
about 10,000 Nestorian Christians were
massacred or sold into slavery by the
Mohammedan Kurds. In 1 again,
»000 (‘hrlsuans were massacred in the

and many more at Dnmascus.
!Idon And all over Syr! 1866, on
the island of Crete, lhe bl d of Chris-

water; and in 1876 look place the enor-
mous massacres in Bulgaria.

Mr. Allen says the Armenlans “are
allowed to follow out with the utmost
freedom their own laudable enlerprme
in the matter of education.” In
same article he tells of a well educa!pd
Armenian-American citizen of his ac-
quaintance who went to (‘onunntinovle
found a coljege,

‘thwarted in his onject by the refusal

of the Sultan,” although he was ‘‘pro-

vided with Influential letters from In-

fluential Americans,” Including one from

!she wife of the President of the United
tates

Rev. Dr. F. E. Clark, president of the
Natlonal (_hrlsuur'i_ Endeavor Soclety,
travelled through Turkey last year. In
a letter to the New York Independent
of June 15, 1893, he glves a vivid de-
scription of the persecution to which
the Christian schools are subjected. He
says: "It Is with the greatest difficulty
tha germn can ever be obtained for
the bullding of a new school. * * * No one
oubts that, if it were possible, the Sul-
tan would crush -out tomorrow every
Protestant school in Turkey."”

ln an editorial on the same sublect

Dr. Lyman Abbott's paper, The Out-
look, said, Oct, 7, 18%3: “‘Our country-
men’ who have spent their lives In Tur-
key in self-denying work are of one
mind regarding the policy of recent

years as alming at nothing less than
the extinction of the growing light of
intelligence umnng ,the Christian sub-
Jects of the Suita

Next to the vhronlc Insecurity of life,
honor and property, the systematic per-
secution of education is one of the great-
est grievances of the Armenlans.

Mr. Allen says that owing to thelr
commercial talents and their superlor
Intelligence, the Armenlans are “fully
capable of taking care of lhemselveu

e even compassionates the artless and

]

s Vi the
'wily Christlan, and iIntimates that If
‘any foreign Intervention is necessary,
it is to rescue the Turks from the Ar-
menians. One might really Iimagine
from his article. fhat it was the Ar-
‘ menfans who had just been massacring

Turks.
(] fve.\m of European travellers had
nt.

up
taken captive by a hostlle tribe of In-
~dians, thel:- Intelligence and thelr su-
8

the courtu, and they live In the mldn
of savages. This sums up their situa-
tion in a word.

- Mr. Allen praises the Turks for "hon-
e.ta' ‘and [idelity to their pledged wo

truth, manliness, courage lnd
There ma;

tolennu

tues; ey arg.conspleuousiydacking
(n tha wrelched 0 onu.n government.
e y? Whi he (;ndlt of the
] (vvernm n
z;g.rkeh of the ‘?\av"i%\
these periodical mulaeru ot
Chrlull;m" ourage? What is the
a government that dnrel nnt
let lla Chr‘uun.n subjects carry
rotect them inst brl d-#e
ear tmy lhou overt\lrn the urklsh

mrdre,

o\nnu.mber them uven !o nne" Mu.nll-

ness? Where is the manliness in butch-

ering unarmed peasants, {ll-treating wo-

men and chlldrenh torturing prisoners
e e

hnve made ‘““the unspeakable Turk' a
word among clvilized nations? Truth
md ﬂdellty to one’s pledged word? Prof.
E. A. Freeman says:
From chc day of Hah-mmed the Conques
to ours, a Turk has -lmply
Me u: h. roken. b One charter after
has been put forth to aay that all the
!ulun s subjects, of whatever rel , shall be

ually under his protoction, h-vn equal
rllhn. Yot the Christians are where
dule:dwl as béana-mn;l:hn Hohlmdn is
hammedan mlu and the Christlan bas to
obcy M obammedan ln- in !M so-called
‘l:o. and refuses to take the cvl
g‘mo om-m ulm tb-

offender. %ﬂ-llﬂ
18 safe ! ent lny(
18 ‘Goso ‘5 Bim; be bas m‘ Ty
fe, ell mx:mw?. the baunr.ol :u t{:‘t’:ﬂ" are
at ey Tur] 0 good
to deal 'lrl‘l:’mm as he chooses.

Yet Mr. Allen says: *The ltuﬂn of
Armenlan oppression which have found
currency In the puu are for the most

ta t

Mr. Allen hu n_lending

too conflding an ear to sh repre
lons.

mea ‘the Mo-
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