TURKEY AND
THE ARMENIARS

The Present Anti-Turkish Agita
tion Merely a Continuation of
the Armenian Policy.

THE SULTAN'S TOLERANGE

Abdal Hamid Treats Mobammedan
and Cheist ins on a Fooling
of Perfect Equa ity.

SENSATIONAL  ATROCITIES.

[SPECIAL CORDESPONDEN(E OF THP HERALD.]

CoNSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 31, 1894.—The excite
ment that bas prevalled here for some tim¢
past regarding the alleged atrocities committec
in Armenia by the Turkish authorities now
subslding, and the general opinion prevails thal
this affalr has been greatly esaggerated, and
that there bas been no real justification what
ever for It.

The present troubles commenced some

_elghteen months ago, and can be traced as far
back as the year 1¢ when the Armenians
living in that section of the country made ap-
peals to Bishop Gobat, of Jerusalem, for redress
from thelr imaginary 111 treatment by the Turk-
ish authorities. Ever since that time these
people have been endeavoring to create sym-
pathy abroad by spreading false reports con<
cerning the alleged 111 treatment they received
from the Turks.

Similar sensational and untruthful reports
of acts of cruelty sald to have been committed
by the Turkish authorities on their Christian
subjects have often been put In circulation. It
was on the strength of such exaggerated re:
ports that war was declared ln 1829, and
later in 1854 The latter war, that of the
Crimea, caused the loss to the Allied Powers
of over half a million of men. To siwilar tales

was also due the last war between Russia and
Turkey, In 1877-78.
FIVE MILLION CHRISTIANS.

The adberents of the two great religlous
creeds of the Turkish dominions in Europe and
Asla as lald down by the treat of Berlin, signed
on July 13, 158, are estimated to consist ot over
sixteen milllon Mobammedans and _over
five milllon Christlans (two and a half millions
of whom are Armenians), or in all of upward
of twenty-two milllon inbabitants.

il

| Asla, but only one-half of the population in
| Europe. There are no less lhr{‘u seven non-
{ dan creed:

s T
overnment. These consist of the Latins,
| ranks or Oathollcs, who use the Roman Lit-

| Genoese and Venetian settlers in the Emplre,

and converts among the Armenians, Bulgarian:

| and others), Greeks, Armenians, Syrians, Unlt
ed Chaldeans, Maronites (under a Patriarch at

| Kanobin In Mount Lebanon), Protestauts (con
sisting of converts chiefly among the Armen
fans), and Jews.

| Al these seven religlous denbminations arc
Invested with the privilege of ossessing their
own eccleslastical rule, and the bishops and
patrlarchs of the Greeks an Armenians, and
the Chacham-Baschl or High Rabbl of the Jews,
possess, in consequence o! thelr functions, con:
siderable influence and power.

‘he Mohammedan clergy are subordinate tc
the Shelk-ul-Islam, their offices are hereditary
and they can only be removed by an imperia
irade. priesthood does renlz‘y not exist, as
any officer of State can be called to perform the
yites, and even any member of the congregation
who has a good volce and Is of reputable char
actor may be desired to take the Ehg of the
Tman, and efther recite verses of the Koran o1
Jead the prayers.

The Koran constitutes the code of law ané
charter of rights as likewlse the religious guide¢
of the followers of Mohammed.

The Armenians belong to the Indo-European
race, and were consldered In older times as be.
ing the most capable people of all the Clrcasslan

| race.

ARMBNIANS IN EUROPE. |
‘ ne{ possessed In the second to the Afth cen<
tury before Clrist a national dynasty. The
Jatest estimates [ e total number of Ar
menians at over four millions, of which number
2,600,000 belon¥ to the toman Emplire,
$'300,000 belong to Russia, 25,000 to Austria and

150,000 belong to Persta. *
000 Armenians re-

side In Burope, 200,000 of whom are in Constan-
tinople alone and 25,000 in India.
. The present position of the Armenlan ques:

tlon, ding to ngn: am the
highest members of the fplomatic “‘?. uw
itea to this Court and Dased upon facts, Is

the Turkish government dis nci\ld 1ty
have Consuls appointed on

Irquiry into the alleged massac

it was agreed that the Conm of G!
of Fran ing at

ce and of
nla, should each select Ve
g:‘%‘mpnx. 3 °tl:e Turklsh c«m an;
lend thelr n.l-.ln ‘_l.l‘; inyestigations.

SULTAN'

ta llducﬂb:lu by
“da:p'hom M.M
ming a correct opiulon, as



Cl an faith to the highest
4 Ewmplre. and upward |
dred of the b officers In the
“who come into dally contact with His
esty mc%hﬂsunnl‘ i
consideration of the foregoing facts It is
rdly credible that the Sultan would in any
way countenance the alleged atrocitles, or that, '
If true, he would hesitate to punish the gullty
These sepsational reports emanate.
from abroad and In a great measure
m r’meulnm seitled in the Unlted States,
who are for the most part ipspired by bad

motives.
e “”ﬁz‘:ﬁ to your cor.
¥ ssoun is descr 03 -
The reglon of Sassoun 1 ¢ yous cor-

respondent by an Englishman who
PUED. this wection of the country as being

extremely cold In winter and at thnoes almost
o

able.
e villages round |4buul (the(re blore -'l;.\:a:u.i
on und upward of 4,000 feet above e
.'mlnd mgunulns upward of 8,000 to 10,000
jnust be traversed before one can ever reach
m. The cold is so severe as to oblige the In-
habltants during several months of the winter
1o dig holes In the ground in which they an
helr eattle live, half burled alive until milder

weather sets in.
T am told, even if the commission sets out at

resent time, there Is no chance of Its ar-
this section of the country and openin
its Investizations before the middle or end o
March, and that then several months must
elapse before these investigations can be closed.
1t was upon these same plains that Xenophon
suffered great loss >f life by the inclemency ot
the weather, causing him great embarrassments
© in hils campalign. e
“ MR. CAILLARD'S TESTIMONY. !
[From the London Dally Telegraph.] {
A represeatative of an agency has had an in<
' terview with Mr. Viacent Calllard, President of
~ the Council of Administration of the Ottoman
Public Debt, who is on a short visit to Londou
from Constantinople. -In the course of the inters
view Mr. Caillard said:— 3
 “Tt is grossly unfalr to attempt to get up am
L agitation among the British public b#forehand,
nd to throw discredit upon the inquiry to be
ndertaken by this commission. I think that
trong, appeal should be made to the sense o
ir plny ©of the British pubiic, and that they
shou'd be urged to decline to listen to only one
side, without reserving their ]u;!gmen( until
§

rhey have heard the other. *
ih rmenians are a subs

s
missive and Christian peo)
that it should be known b
so happens that in this very district of Sassoun
the Ottoman Public Debt Administration met
with great trouble some years ago on the estab-
Hshment of salt works, which were Intended
slmpiy for the convenlence of the population
jtse.f, and with regard to which I cannot do
better than quote to you the official report of
ctor Generale of the Ceded Revenues to
the Counci! of the Administration, of which I
am president. The report s:|{|:— d
% “The Direction Generale takes note [constate]
that the salt works of Sassoun were closed, some
five or six years back, in eonsequence of the
hulent eonduct of the inbabltants of that
‘eaza, who often pillaged the works, drove away
our personnel, and even killed the soldlers
speclally charged with the protection of the
salt works."

“The population which committed these outs

" rages was an Armenian one.
; *Ope thing must be horne In mind, and that i§
that if atrocities have been committed it would
be absolutely unjust to charge the Turkish govs
_ernment with having countenanced or covered
the perpetration of these outrages. Any ' opd
intimately acquainted with the Turkish govs
erpment, as I am, knows perfectly well that
it would do nothing of the kind, and that if the
soldlery have indulged in horrible excesses the
!umy parties will most wnnlnlﬁ be punlshed,
t Is auite a mistake to think that the Sultan
1% an’inhuman man, or that any outrages arg
‘committed with his approval—elther direct or
gect.”” 1

l INVESTIGATING ARMENIA.

Report from the Commission Expected by
the End of April. |
[BY CAELE TO THE HERALD.]

Loxpox, Jan. 19, 1895.—The Armenian Comy
mission left Erzeroum on Tuesday for Sassoon,
and the Foreign Office expects to receive a re;
; port therefrom by the end of April. In the
| meantime, the Porte positively declines to as.
|| slist lu the conduct of an independent Inquiry,
| and there is probably no hope that any such In!
tigatfon will be made.

The press correspondents who started a short
‘Hme ngo for Bassoon have reached Erzeroum,

Jut they have been refused permission by thd
authorities there to proceed any further, preq
sumably. having been ordered to do so by the

‘{(‘v:crnment at Constantinople. So strict are
authorities at Erzeroum that even one cor;
ndent who was for a long time employul
‘onstantinople in anlstlns to organize thq
Turkish postal service and also well known

he leading ofliclals 1
his opinions has been warn
_Porte 1s uot disposed to cxpel any of these corf
ndents. but bas instructed ‘the Erzerouni
als to inform them that they
nture at their own personal risl
zeason assigned for this actlon the
mdents cannot be trusted and woul
ports in accordance wit
pers. {
GLAND GETTING TIRED OF ARMENIA.
e meantime the antl-Turkish hgitation
glng throughout ilnn o Intest
afloat is that the Porte has recalled thy

to enla. S repo 8 beci
lcially denied, but the Sultan s getting th
redit of having *‘jumped’ on Rustem Pi
the same, and he Is also eredited with ha
g Issued an order to the Governors of Jerusa
he restrictions upon

t yria, and declaring the; |
oy the same rights, religlou lnfothlﬂd
of the (llll?‘l‘ peanles“n t‘: lé re. ”f

before the com n of in
he despatch comes

e
ree, and apparently s
aﬂllthoﬂ gy ﬂ lk' 1
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