GETTING FACTSIN ARMENIA

WITNISSKS TESTIFY THAT VILLAGERS
DID NOT BEGIN THE FIGHT.

They Only Defended Themselves When At-
tacked by HKurdish HBrigands - They
Looked for FProtection to the Soldlers
Who Afterward Committed the Outrages

The subioined deeply interesting and mo-
mentous communication—in confirmation of
the tenor of that previously received and pub-
lished from our special commissioner in Ar-
menia—was written at Moush and was tels-
graphed. via Russia, from Kars, says the Lon-
don Daily Telegraph. 1f we do not specify the
precise date of its transmission, and other par-
ticulars at hand, it is for the very good and suf-
flalent reason that the courageous and accom-
plished gentleman who is discharging this mis-
sion for us, and for humanity, does so not with-
out constant risk to his own life. Suffice it to
say that he is porfectly well known to the Brit-
Ish Ambassador at Constantinople, as well as to
the Russian Ambassador and other eminent
officers and diplomats, and that he proceeded
upon the present investigation with ample
equioment in local knowledge and with an un-
biassed and honorable mind.

We feol callsd upon, therefore, to rebuke
with unwonted emphasis the calumny and im-
pertinence of which Sir Ellis Ashmead-Bartlett
| lataly permitted himself to be guilty, when, by
| & question addressed to the Under Secretary of
| Btate for Foreign Affairs in the House of Com-
mons, he presumed to cast doubt upon the gen-
uineness of these telegraphic messages. To
that part of his question the Minister con-
cernad rightly vouchsaled only the reply of a
contemptuous sflence.

" The Delegates are working day and might.”
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writes the correspondent, “ but as they have
neither a regular interpreter nor a secretary,
the purely clerical part of their task is more
than they can conveniently perform, and there-
fore they have not yet despatched a second
courier with reports for the Ambassadors.
Moreover, owing to a heavy snowfall, our tele-
graph lines have seased working for several
days, so that no telegraphic communication has
been possible during that interval until last
Sunday.

" The examination of witnesses is condueted
very slowly, but in spite of elaborate prepara-
tions made by the authorities, the weight of
evidence goes strongly in favor of the Armen-
ians. i
“It has been proved over and over again,
even by Turkophile withesses, that the villagers
of Sassoun did not begin the fight; that they
only defended themselves against the Kurdish
brigands, but did not fire a single shot against i
the Imperial troops, to whom, indeed, tboyl
looked for proteetion. ;

“In the end it appearad that the savagery of
the Kurds was tame compared w.th the diabol-
ical cruelties perpetrated by the soldiers of the
regular army, who flayed people alive, gouged
out the eyes of priests and then made them
dance, and se zed childrem by the hair of the
head, afterwards amusing themselves with
cutting their little necks asunder at one stroke.

"1 have myself carefully examined several
witnesses and some relutives of the murdered
people, as well as persons giving evidenoce
before the Delegates, and I have no hesitation

vindicatory case has completely broken down,
and that the only matter of interest not yet
cleared up is who must be regarded as ulti-
mately responsible for the massucre,

“The Delegates will ascertain this only at the
close of their labors. Meantime the Turkish
authorities freely employ intimidation and
bribery to compel people to come forward and
to sign documents thanking the Government
for "measures of wholesome severity,’ Many
sign, but others go rather to prison. !

* With all the turmoil the fanaticism of the
- Mohammedan population is belng aroused, and

~threats of a forthcoming massaore of Christians
as soon as the delogates shall have retired are
heard in rpoot, Van, Bitlis, Moush and
Erzeroum. These th being urtl.lly
earried out aven now. offonsive Ardu-
nians have been wantonly attacked and beaten,
and even killed, whiis their relatives are afraid
to admit the fact lest a worse thing befall them.
For instance, an Armenian named Avedi, son
of George Ihloyan, of the village of Souk
Bschermuk, about six miles from Erzeroum,
aged 25, was killed but a few days ago by Has-
san and Naib, sons of Memeshe, and two other
‘Turks, because he was woaring boots whioh, in
the opinion of his murderers, only Mussulmuns
should wear. They beat him to death, and hh
relations are afraid to avow the fact.
“This is onlylone specimen of 'l‘uhhhdduu.
In the village of Tshiflik, a few days llO. the
Turks organized a mock u ol Jesus
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in saying that even already the Turkish |
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' plained, but he was forthwith imprisoned, and ,
" is at this hour inecarcerated.

*The condition of things in Bitlis seems at
present highly eritical. Some of the Turks an-
nounce an impending massacre, and nobody
indeed knows whether it may not soon begin.

" A few days agotwo Armenian women wit:
their servant, returning from the bath, were in-
sulted by crowds of Turks, some of whom eried
out, " Let us begin the slaughter of Christians
now.” Things looked very threatening for the
moment, and the least incautious word or act
might perhaps have precipitated general
carnage. Fortunately an influential Armenian
arrived on the scene and succeeded in tran-
quilizing the people, but very grave fears are
still entertained by the Europeans of Bitlis.
The Turks who insulted the two Armenisn
women lodged a complaint against the Chris-
tians lest they themselves should have to ap-
pear as defendants,

“In Erzingan twenty-fiva Armenians have
now been arrested on suspicion and in Khar-
poot many more. In the Moush district gen-
darmes or zaptiehs patrol all roads leading
from village to village, cutting off communica-
tion between the villagers.

“Down to Feb. 26 the Delegates had not
despatched a second courier from Moush. Since
Isent my last telegram the Delegates took aetion
in the matter of that foreible abduction of the
girl, with curious results. The facts are as
follows: In the village of Kamzasheik, in the
Bullanik distriet, a man named Soghomon,
resident in Bitlis, was doing business. He had
a daughter about 17 or 18 years of age, recently
betrothed. A Kurd named Khatsho, aceom-
panied by another called Nado and a eompany
of armed followers, entered Soghoman’s house
at midday and forcibly abducted the daughter.
Complaint was duly made, but no redress fol-
lowed. Soghoman petitioned the Delegates,
who made representations to the Commission.
The Turkish officials, feeling certain that the
girl would say that she went voluntarily with
the Kurd, gave orders to bring her as a witness
to Moush. The Kaimakan or local governor of
Kop. to whom orders had been thus sent. re-
plied that without an armed force he eould not
produce the girl, because ths Kurds refused to
give her up.

" Boldiers were accordingly despatched to the
Kurdish viliage, but Khatsho refused to sur-
render Soghomon's daughter. An altercation
ensued. during which Khatsho and his brother
were killed by the soldiers, and Nado, who had
helped to abduct the girl, was arrested and
taken along with her to Moush. It wasex-
pected that her evidence would prove favorable

tothe Mohammedans. but when brought before
the Commission, she fell at her mother's feet
and fainted, afterward giving evidence to the
effect that she had been forcibly ubdueted by
Khatsho

‘I know of neur? fifty Sassoun mrll simi-
larly abducted and distributed as booty among
the Turkish soldiers and officers, the greatest
precautions being taken to ,conceal the present
whereabouts of the wictims.”




