THE ARMENIAN OUTRAGES.

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND SENDS THE COR-
RESPONDENCE TO CONGRESS.

LITTLE OFFICIAL INFORMATION AS TO THE
ALLEGED CRUELTIES — REASONS FOR
SENDING MR. JEWETT WITH
THE INVESTIGATING

COMMISSION.

Washington, Dec. 11.—President Cleveland to-day
transmitted to the Senate, in compliance with the
resolution of December 3, all the correspondence
on file in the State Department relative to the Ar-
menian outrages in Turkey. In the letter accom-
panying the correspondence he says In part:

I beg leave to inform the Senate that I have no
information concerning crueltles committed upon
Armenians In Turkey or upon persons because of
their being Christians, except such information as
has been derived from newspaper reports and s#ue-
ments emanating from the Turkish Govern
denying such cruelties and two telegraphic reports
trom our Minister at Constantinople. One of these |
reports, dated November 28, 1894, {8 In answer to an
inquiry by the State Department touchipg reports
in the press alleging the killing of Armenians, and
is as follows:

“Reports in American papers of Turkish atrocl-
fes at Sassoun are sensational and exaggerated.
The killing was in a conflict between armed Ar-
menians and Turkish soldlers. The Grand Vizler
says it was necessary to suppress insurrection,
and that about fifty rks were killed. Between
300 and 400 Armenian guns were picked up after the
fight, and, reports are that about that number of
Armenians were killed. 1 give credit to his state-
ment.”

The other dispatch referred to {s dated Decem-
ber 2, 1894, and (s as follows:

“Information from British ‘Ambassador indicates
far more loss of lives in ‘Armenia, attended with
atrocities, than stated In my telegram of 28th.
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jpard to such WAL in the resolution of
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information concern! posal made by or to

is Government to act concert with = other
Christian Powers regarding the same.”

The first proposal of the kind referred to was
made by the Turkish Government through our Min-
ister on the 30th day of November, when the Sultan
then expressed a desire that a Consul of the
United States be sent with a Turkish commission
to Investigate the alleged atrocities on Armenians,

‘his was construed as an Invitation on the part
of the Turkish Government to actually take par
with a Turkish commission in an Investigation o
these affairs and any report to be made thereon, and
the proposition came before our Minister's second |
dispateh was recelved and at a time when the bes
information in the possession of our Government
was derived from his first report, indicating tha
the statements made In the press were sensational
and exaggerated, and that the atrocitles allege
really did not exist. This condition very much
weakened any motive for an Interference based
on considerations of humanity and permitted us
without embarrassment to rursue a course plainly
marked out by other controlling Incldents.

y a treaty entered Into at Berlin ir. the year
1878 between Turkey and varlous other Govern-
’ments, Turkey undertook to guarantee protection
to the Arm enians, and agreed that it would ‘“peri-
odically make known the steps taken to this effect
:f the Powers, who will superintend thelr applica-

on."

- Our Government was not a party to this treaty,
and It Is entirely obvious that In the face of the
rovisions of such treaty above recited our inter-
‘erence In the proposed investigation, especially
without the Invitation of any of the Powers which
' ha d by treaty to secure the
kprv!ecuon of these Armenlans, might have been

exceedingly embarrassing, If not entirely beyond
'the !!mits of justification or propriety.

' The rkish invitation to join the investigation
set on foot by that Government was, therefore, on
the 2d day of December, declined. On the same
day, and after this declination had been sent, our
Minister at Constantinople forwarded his second
dispatch, tending to modify his former report as
to the extent and character of the Armenian
slaughter; at the same time the request of the Sul-
tan for our participation In the investigation was
repeated, and Great Britain, one of the Powers
which joined In the Treaty or‘Bnrlln. made a llke

request.

[ In view of the changed conditions, and upon re-
consideration of the subject, it was determined to |
send Mr. Jewett, our Consul at Sivas, to the scene
of the alleged outrages; not for the purpose of
joining with any other Government in an Investi-

ation and report, but to the end that he might

able to Inform this Government as to the exu:t‘

Sruth. |
? Instructions to this effect were sent to Mr. Jew- |
Jett, and it is supposed that he has already entered
‘upon the duty assigned him. [

Secretary Gresham's letter to the President covers
practically the same ground as that addressed by

e latter to the Senate The Jnstructions sent to
Minister Terrell are as follows:

Department of State,
‘Washington, December 5, 18M4.
To Terrell, Minlister, Constantinople.

Since my telegram of 2d inst. declining participa-
fon of this Government in proposed Investigation
lof reported occurrences. at Sassun, your supple-

entary telegram of the same date has been re-
celved. The Turkish Minister Yellerdly repm!ed‘
\
:
|

he Sultan s desire that an Amerlcan join the Turk-
sh Commissioners In the investigation; and, more-
ver, the British Government, a party to the
reaty of Berlin, has expressed Its desire that a
capable and upright citizen of the United States
rticipate and report his individual conclusions.
he President, therefore, directs that Mr. Jewett,
onsul at Sivas, accompany the Turkish Commis-
jon, not, however, as a member of it, to the dls-
trict In which the alleged atrocities were commlit-
ted, and, after full and impartial investigation, re-
port the facts for the information of his Govern-
ment. He will not join the Turkish or other Com-
missioners in any report. Yog lvlvlll Inform thl:‘
Minister of Forelgn Affairs, an necessary as)
l:yroyer escort for Mr. Jewett, GRESHAM.
—_— -

THE TURKISH MINISTRY MAY RESIGN.
A POSSIBLE OUTCOME OF THE ARMENIAN
TROUBLES-THE POWERS LIKELY TO
UPHOLD ENGLAND.

Vienna, Dec. 11.—Dispatches from Constantinople
indicate that the Armenlan question Is likely to
lead to the resignation of the Turkish Ministry.
The Sultan 1s belleved to be greatly exerclsed over
the movement of the Powers in the matter and to
awalt the result of the commission’s Inquiry with
concern. It is believed that Russla, France, Italy
and possibly Austria will support Great Britain,
which is supposed to be awaiting the moral sup-
port of the Powers before taking further action.

London, Dec. 11.—"The Manchester Guardian"
says that as a result of a conference between Lord
Roscbery and Lord Kimberley yesterday, the
PEritish Government demanded absolute freedom in
the matter of reporting upon the situation In Ar-
menla, and that the demand was at once conceded.
Great Britain will Immedlately send to Armenia
a special delegate, who will be selected by Sir
Philip Wodehouss Currie, the British Ambassador
at Constantinople.

“The Dally News's” correspondent in Constantl-
nople says:

There Is reason to belleve that an arrangement
will be made whereby the report of the rkish
commission of inquiry will be controlled. Prob-
ably under this development, which is consequent

upon united action by some or all of the Powers,
Mr. Jewett, the United States Consul at Slvas,
will not be ordered to report on the result of the

inquiry. The latest suggestion Is to appoint only
the foreign consuls at Iirzeroum, namely, those of
England, France and Russla.

“The Dally News's" correspondent in Berlin says
it is improbable that Germany will join in repre-
sentations to the Porte, being disinclined to sup-

port Great Britain.

— e
INTERVENTION “NEEDED IN ARMENIA.
A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INADEQUATE TO

REMEDY EXISTING EVILS.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Allow me to say through your coldmns that
while the Armenlans appreclate the kindly offices
tendered by this Government In appointing an

~ American to accompany the Turkish Commission of

‘ Inquiry, with a view (o bringing to light the facts
of the Armenlan massacre, they regret to think
that, even If the competence of the delegates were
beyond doubt, the step is hardly adequate to meet
the practical requirements of the case.

If we are to credit the dally reports received
from Armenian refugecs, Awerican missionaries
and European consuls and correspondents, a state
of terror and panic Is relgning In Armenia. Those
Christians who survived the abomirable carnage
are now in danger of perishing from destitution,
helplessness and a virulent cholera, which Is sald
to have followed the murders. Turkish Governors
are Ar i to graph to the Sul-
tan that they are living in o most blissful land
under the shadow of His Majes benevolent
rule. Those who refuse to comply with the demand
are or t ln& on the |
plea of disloyalty. s N i ‘

Thesa are facis calling for immed| mdvlg-‘
orous measures to restore } establish
occupy

|
}
{




/ pended; a Jocal Armenfin sbould be or-
! ganized, properly armed . to work at once,

A few hundred of the L utes should be
hanged and the rest disarmed. Wx thig 1s done
the terrorized Christians wlil recover their courage
and spirits, and the Kurds and Turks wlill receive
a lasting chastiscment. Then the problem of reform
will have found Its practical solftion in the ex-
tinction of the direct authority of the Turkish Gov-
ernment over Armenia, y

On the other hand, what can an Investigating
commission do for the present critical state of af-
falrs? Whatever Its results ahd recommendations
may be, It cannot dispensé with the necessity of an
eventual European interventlon. If, atter a long

affalr, Europe will have to intervene to enforce her
demands, as the Porte will never yleld to friendly
suggestions. But tha terrorized Christlans may not
be prevalled upon to tell of thelr sufferings with
frankness and fulness, for who will guarantee their
fecurity In the hands of the Porte after tha with-
drawal of the comm!ssion? Thus, It I3, possible that
a report may be submitted countenanging the pre-
tenec put forward by the Porte, which would attrib-
ute the commission of atrocitles to Armenian rev-
| olutlonists. This cowardly and ba pretence  did

not satiefy FEurope In the case e Maronite
atrocitles in 1960. France intervened, and secured a
Syrlan autonomy. The same pretence seventeen
years later dia not satisfy Rurope In the case of
the Bulgarian atrocities of 1576, and by the inter-
vention of Russia a Bulgarian autonomy was cre-
ated. After the lapse of another seventeen years
the Porte Is attempting to decelve Europe by the
same false pretence. '?he civilized world will not

lapd to intervene and pacl Armenia

The Armenlans are confident as yet that Great
Britaln will not be deaf to this urgent call of duty.
We helieve she will occupy Clicia an enla,
too, If necessary. ut our national experience
warns us against overdrawn optimism. We do not,
nerefore, hesltate to declare to the world ithat a
fallure on the part of England to redeem her
pledges toward the Armenian nation will resuit in
the total allenation from England of the martial
and commerclal Armenian race. Armenia, not pacl-
fled, must ever constitute a menace to the peace
of BEurope. Armenia. abandoned and wounded by

delay, it confirms u;’e generally accepted view of the |

be decelved. and it i= now rinlnly the turn of Eng- |
i

!

her professed protectress, may be the means of in- |

finite mischief to British ‘interests in the E:
1804,

ast.
| Dee. 10, A TIGRANE SUNIT_

!
i



	III156
	III157
	III158

