A WORD FOR THE TURE.

Cleanly and Strong, Never a Drunkard, and
His Women Virtuous.

(© Letter to )

A wash Is a part of a Turk's prayer;

and a very sensible, practical prayer it
1s, especially In a town with such dirty
streets. Not only is washing a part of
the Turk's religion, but It Is against the
law of the Prophet to drink alcohol.
With the exception, therefore, of a'few
Europeanized Turks, they are all total
abstalners. Drunkenness Is unknown
among them. In the Turkish hospitals
alcoholism is absolutely unknown; and
the diseases that result from vice are
very rare. Nowhere are so virtuous and
sober a people to be found as the Turks.
| If there Is vice In Constantinople, it is
in the European quarter and for Euro-

peans, that is, for the Christians; and I
tdety any traveller to find in Stamboul

{‘,’, Mahome‘an a disorderly house
dlor a dsreputable woman, Such a
woman would at once be torn to pieces
by her co-religionists; but the Mahom-
e{lnl, of course, do not care how much
a Christian woman degrades herself.

As a practical result of thls strict ob-
servance of the Maihometan religion
we were all overwhelmed with admira-
tion for the physique of the Turkish peo-

e. We were ninety members of the
Congress of Hyglene, belonging to thir-
teen different nationalities and to all see-
tlons of the Christmn religion, and we
Wwere compelled unanimously to render
homage to the virtue, the sobriety and
| the physical strength of the Turkish
people.  Never before had we seen men
carry with such facility immense loads
| on thelr backs. Never had we examined
!an entire population so sound in Hmb
and constitution. Then, If what can be
seen with the naked eye does not suffice,
'let any doubting reader inquire from a
lEumpun Who has held a command In,

the Turkish army. They will I&lel

that the Turk makes the finest le

soldler In the world. It Is on’lﬂl in ths
higher walks of life that the
decayed. He has lost his Mahometan

virtues without acquiring the a

ints of Western civilization. But Mo-

ammedan virtues exist. They are a
]:reu. a mighty factor, and the self-con-

ceited Christian has much to learn from

the simple folks in a Mahometan country.
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