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THE
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OF ALL THE
BOOKS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT,
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ANOINT, to pour oil upon, Gen, xxviii. 18 ; xxxi. 13. The setting
up of a stone and anointing it by Jacob, as here recorded, in grateful
memory of his celestial vision, probably became the occasion of idolatry
in succeeding ages, and gave rise to the erection of temples composed
of shapeless masses of unhewn stone, of which so many astonishing
remains are scattered up and down the Asiatic and the European
world.

Under the Law persons and things set apart for sacred purposes were
anointed with the holy oil; which appears to have been a typical
representatioa of the communication of the Holy Ghost to Christ and
to his church. See Exod. xxviii., xxix. Hence the Holy Spirit is
called an unction or anointing, 1 John ii. 20, 27; and our Lord is
called the ¢ Messiah,” or *“ Anointed One,” to denote his being called
to the offices of mediator, prophet, priest, and king, to all of which he
was consecrated by the anointing of the Holy Ghost, Matt. iii. 16, 17.

When we hear of the anointing of the Jewish kings, we are to under-
stand by it the same as their inauguration ; inasmuch as anointing was
the principal ceremony on such an occasion, 2 Sam.ii. 4 ; v. 3. As
far as we are informed, however, unction, as a sign of investiture with
the royal authority, was bestowed only upon Saul and David, and
subsequently upon Solomon and Joash, who ascended the throne
under such eircumstances, that there was danger of their right to the
succession being forcibly disputed, 1 Sam. x. 24 ; 2 Sam. ii. 4; v.
1—3; 1 Chron. xi. 1, 2; 2 Kings xi. 12—20; 2 Chron. xxiii. 1—21.
The ceremony of regal anointing needed not to be repeated in every
instance of succession to the throme, because the unction which the
first one who held the sceptre in any particular line of princes had
received was supposed to suffice for the succeeding incumbents in the
same descent.

In the kingdom of Israel those who were inducted into the royal
office appear to have been inaugurated with some additional ceremonies,
2 Kings ix. 13, The private anointings which we learn to have been
performed by the prophets, 2 Kings ix. 3; comp. 1 Sam. x. 1; xvi.
1—13; were only prophetic symbols or intimations that the persons
who were thus anointed should eventually receive the kingdom.

The holy anointing oil which was made by Moses, Exod. xxx. 22—33,
for the maintaining and consecrating of the king, the high priest, and
all the sacred vessels made use of in the house of God, was one of
those things, as Dr. Prideaux observes, which were wanting in the
second temple. The oil made and consecrated for this use wus com-
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manded to be kept by the children of Israel, throughout their genera=
tions ; and therefore it was laid up in the most holy place of the taber-
nacle and the first temple.— Watson’s Biblical and Theological Dictio-
nary, art. ANOINT. 2d. edit. London.

Exod. xxix. 7. Then shalt thou take the anointing 0il,] Oil heals,
softens, and sweetens ; and therefore betokens the graces of the Holy
Ghost, 1 John ii.27; which give soundness to the soul, softness to
the heart, sweetness to the life and conversation, most agreeable to
priestly function. Of the making of this holy ointment, see chap.
xxx. 23. This pouring out of the anointing oil seems to be peculiar
to the high-priest, see Psab. cxxxiii. 2; for we find not the like pre-
scription or application to any of the inferior priests; their hands
were anointed, but not their heads, as the high priest’s was ; nor was
this done in succession to the inferior priests, (though at first both
Aaron and his sons were consecrated with ointment, Exod. xxx. 30;
xl. 14; Lev. viii. 30 ; but only to the high priests, who were admit-
ted into their office with this precious ointment.— Annotations upon all
the Books of the Old and New Testament, 3d. edit. London, 1657.

—and pour it upon his kead, and anoint him.] Which signified the
gifts and graces of the Holy Ghost, wherewith Christ was, and the
priests ought to be replenished. See Isa. 1xi. 1; 1 John ii. 27. But here
ariseth a difficulty; for this anointing is sometimes spoken of as pe-
culiar to the High-Priest, as Lev. xxi.10 ; sometimes as common to
all the priests, Exod. xxx. 30; and xl. 14, 15; which may be thus
reconciled - The oil was sprinkled upon all the priests, and their
right ears, thumbs, and toes, and their garments, ver. 20, 21 ; Lev.
viii. 30 ; but it was poured out upon the head only of the High-Priest,
Psal. cxxxiii. 2, who herein was a type of Christ, who was anointed
above his fellows. Psal. xlv. 7. Heb. i. 9.—Poole’s Annotations, 4th.
edit. Lond. 1700.

Exod. xxx. 30. And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons.] Not
all of them, but only those who succeed him in the High-Priest’s
office, -as appears from Exod. xl. 15; Lev. iv. 3, 5, 16, xvi. 32, and
xxi. 10. This anointing of them signified both God’s election or
calling them to this office, and the inward qualifications requisite for
it, to wit, the gifts and graces of the Holy Ghost, which are oft de-
signed by this word of anointing, as Isa. Ixi. 1 ; Dan. ix. 24; 1 John

ii. 27. and the solemn setting apart of Christ, the true High-Priest,
for the mediatorial office. —7Ibid.

Exod. xxx. 32. Upon man’s flesh shail it n
those whom God himself, the Author of this law, excepts, to wit, the
high-priests ; of which see ver. 30 ; and some of the kings, of which
see 1 Kings i. 39 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 20; though others think the kings were
only anointed with common oil.—Zbid.

—Neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of
it : it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you.] As it isunto me, ver. 31,
you shall account it holy, as I do.—Zbid.

This holy ointment was not to be applied to any profane or civil
use by any, but to be appropriate to the sons of Aaron; and (as some
think from chap. xl. 15, and Ley, iv. 3,5, 16, and xvi, 32, and xxi.
10.) to tne High-Priest only, from Lev. xxi. 10. And though kings
were anointed also, 1 Kings xix. 15, 16 yet it might be with other
oil, and not with this; and albeit Zadok the High-Priest anointed

Solomon, 1 Kings i. 39, yet might he use ointment of another kind

ot be poured,] Except
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from this of the High-Priest’s ; or if he used this, as it is probable he
did, that was done by especial appointment of God, as an exception
from his general rule; and the exception is, as some make it, that
this holy ointment was to be used only when there was a king chosen
of a new stock or race, or upon some notable alteration in the succes-
sion; for which they quote Ps. lxxxix. 20, concerning David’s anoint- +
ing; and 1 Kings i. 39, concerning Solomon’s.—Annot. upon all the
Books of the 0ld and New Test,
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The following are the brethren this year gratuitously employed by
the Society in propagating the gospel around them :

Mr. J. Fowles, Mr. J. W. Ricketts,
Mr. N. Kerr, Mr. R. Gordon,
Mr. J. Daniell, Mr. J. R. Douglass,

Mr. Carapiet C. Aratoon, Mr. Joseph Manuel.

—See p. 13, of the First Report of the Society formed by the Bap-
tist Church residing in Serampore, Calcutta, and its neighbourhood,
for diffusing the Gospel around themselves. Serampore, printed at
the Mission Press, 1821. g

Your Committee, in reporting to you the circumstances connected
with Native Preaching in Calcutta, cannot pass overin silence the
obligations the Society are under to Mr.Carapiet C. Aratoon, for the
highly important and gratuitous assistance rendered by him in this
department of labour. Though called to arduous exertions for the
support of his family, he cheerfully devotes the earlier part of two or
three mornings in every week, to join the Missionaries in addresses
in the Bengalee language.—See p. 5, of the Third Annual Report of
the Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Baptist
Missionary Society in England, formed in the year 1792. Calcutta,
printed at the Baptist Mission Press, Circular Road, 1821.
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Not long after the last mentioned date, our brother (Mr. C. C. Ara-
toon) was seized with the epidemic fever which then prevailed. And
Le had scarcely recovered from the attack, which in his case was very
severe and of long continuance, than his temporal difficulties induced
him again to engage in worldly business. He proceeded on a trading
voyage in charge of an investment of goods: and your Committee
were thus deprived, to their sincere regret, of his useful services, and
in a manner very far from pleasant.—See p. 4. of the Fourth Report
of the Serampore and Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society, 1824,
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